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Pam Shaw & Monica Shore
RDN Water Day - April 3, 2016

The Interconnectedness of
Water and Life in the 

Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region
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Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region
A UNESCO designated biosphere reserve

Inspiring a positive future by connecting 
people and nature today
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Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region

• MABR designated in 2000

• 669 biosphere reserves in 120 countries
• 18 in Canada

• 2 in BC (both on Vancouver Island)
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Water from Snow & Ice
Peak of Mount Arrowsmith

Photo: Jeremy Clegg
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Snow melt collects in rivers and streams
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Snow = drinking water & habitat for freshwater species
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Need for monitoring at high alpine elevations
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Mount Arrowsmith 
Weatherstation & 
Snow pillow

Photo: Arrowsmith Aerial Photography
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Access to water to people and wildlife
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Rivers, Lakes, Streams

Photo: Gary Murdock
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Lake Monitoring

MABRRI@VIU.CA
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Wetlands Photo: Arrowsmith Aerial Photography
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Wetland mapping
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Estuaries Photo: Arrowsmith Aerial Photography

MABR 2016 23 MABR 2016 24



MABR at Qualicum Water Day 2016

5

MABR 2016 25 Photo: Gary Murdock MABR 2016 26

Questions?
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For more information:

www.mabr.ca
mabr@viu.ca


