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Hazardous Property at  
2954 Canyon Road
At the August 23rd meeting, the Board 
declared that the burned out structure 

and condition of 
the property at 
2954 Canyon Road 
created an unsafe 
condition and was 
so dilapidated and 
unclean so as to 
be offensive to 
the community in 
accordance with the 
applicable sections 
of the Community 
Charter. The Board 

ordered the owner to take remedial action 
to address the environmental and safety 
concerns within 14 days. The owner has not 
completed the required works.
In June, the Board declared the building an 
abandoned and hazardous property and 
directed the owner to undertake remedial 
action, but the building burned to the 
ground on the evening of July 4, 2016. The 
Board rescinded the previous Order.

Cranberry Community Hall 
The Cranberry Community Hall is receiving 
up to $146,000 in Community Works 
Funds for upgrades to the building which 
was damaged by a fire in October 2014. 
Upgrades include window replacement, 
exterior wall insulation, LED lighting, Heat 
Recovery Ventilators, Heat pumps and HVAC 
control systems. The project is expected to 
be completed in the fall. 

Sport Court in Cedar
In May, the Board approved a contribution 
agreement with the Snuneymuxw First 
Nation to upgrade a Sport Court on 
MacMillan Road on Snuneymuxw Territory, 
near the Nanaimo River. Up to $300,000 of 
Community Works Funds will be provided in 
exchange for community use. 

Cedar Plaza update  
Construction is set to begin at the 
community plaza on Cedar Road. The 
permits have been received and the two 
wood shelters will be in place by the end of 
the year. The two structures – designed to 
resemble a historic coal mining tipple – will 
function as focal points for the plaza and 
will incorporate seating and information 
signage detailing: the history of the Morden 
Colliery coal operations and rail corridor, 
First Nation’s history, trail maps and site 
ecology. 

Holden Creek
In June, the RDN Drinking Water and 
Watershed Protection program 
and streamkeeper volunteers 
completed a stream assessment 
on Holden Creek. This on-the-
ground survey assessed the 
physical characteristics of the 
creek such as vegetative cover, 
depth, substrate, erosion 
locations and channel width. 
A report is forthcoming with 
the results of the survey,  that 
will point to recommendations 
to improve creek health from 
a habitat and water quality 
perspective.

Agriculture and Bylaw update 
The Agriculture Bylaw and Policy Updates 
Project is now complete with the adoption 
of Bylaws “500.402, 2016” and “1285.26, 
2016” on June 28, 2016. The bylaws include 
new or amended agriculture zones for land 
in the Agricultural Land Reserve and general 
regulations related to agriculture, farm use 
and the keeping of animals. The project 
involved amendments to RDN zoning bylaws 
to better support farming and improve 
consistency with provincial regulations 
and marks a significant milestone in the 
implementation of the Agricultural Area 
Plan.
The RDN has also recently completed a 
Rural Areas Guide to raise awareness of the 
Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) 
Act and Agricultural Land Reserve and 
inform residents of what to expect when 
living near farms.  
To learn more about the new bylaw 
amendments, Rural Areas Guide or  
other agriculture related initiatives, visit 
www.growingourfuture.ca. 
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The Board is pleased 
to introduce Phyllis 
Carlyle as the new Chief 
Administrative Officer.  
Ms. Carlyle was selected 
by the Board after a cross-
Canada search and brings over 26 years of 
municipal experience to her new role including 
the past 12 years as General Manager of Law and 
Community Safety at the City of Richmond.  
Ms. Carlyle joins the RDN on October 11, 2016. 

RDN's new Chief  
Administrative  
Officer



Summer Water  
Supply Recap
Following a record warm and dry spring, 
summer of 2016 was much closer to normal 
in terms of temperature and precipitation. 
Most community water supply systems 
in the region maintained Stage 2 (even 
and odd day) watering restrictions. Some 
systems chose not to implement any 
restrictions at all or to stay at Stage 1 all 
summer. This was due to rainy conditions 
in June and July that kept reservoirs topped 
up, kept groundwater levels stable and kept 
water demand at bay. The Regional District 
of Nanaimo would like to thank all residents 
for doing their part to be efficient with 
outdoor water this summer.

More information including a map of all 
community water systems is available at 
www.teamwatersmart.ca.

Crown Land GPS Trail  
Data Collection 
New parks and trails mapping is now 
available for some areas. The interactive 
RDN Parks and Trails Finder map  
provides searchable information for  
parks and recreation trails throughout the 
RDN, and is compatible with most mobile 
devices.  
Geo-referenced PDF mapping is also 
available for download – these can be 
printed or used with various mobile 
mapping applications. Maps are currently 
available for 707 Community Park (Area 
B), as well as Big Qualicum River Regional 
Trail and surrounding Hatchery Trails (Area 
H).  Keep checking back as more PDF 
maps will be added on an ongoing basis.  
Visit www.rdnmap.ca and  
www.rdn.bc.ca/gis to find out more.  

The public is invited to attend budget 
discussions on November 8th and 15th. 
Meetings will begin at 3:00 p.m. in the Board 
Chambers at 6300 Hammond Bay Road.
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We now have a Standing Committee dedicated 
to the Electoral Areas. This initiative was 
identified as a priority in our Strategic 
Planning sessions and the Electoral Area 
Services Committee (EASC) will now replace 
the Electoral Area Planning Committee. It 
includes additional area-specific topics such as 
community parks, emergency preparedness, 
fire protection, bylaw enforcement and building 
inspection. The inaugural meeting was held 
on September 13th. Meetings are normally 
scheduled at 3:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday 
of the month. Visit www.rdn.bc.ca for the 
schedule.

We have openings on several of our 
advisory bodies including Parks and 
Open Space, Grants-in-Aid, Liquid 

Waste, Solid Waste and Board of    
             Variance.  

To find out how you can get involved, visit 
www.rdn.bc.ca/boardappointments to 
obtain an application form and to see a 
full list of positions. Applications must 
be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, 
November 14, 2016.

We appreciate our volunteers
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RDN Strategic Priorities

To read the RDN’s Strategic Plan, 
visit www.rdn.bc.ca/strategicplan

RDN Board members were proud to attend the 
installation of the Witness Blanket at Vancouver 
Island University on October 6th. The contemporary 
art installation recognizes the impacts of Canada’s 
Residential School era and will be on display at the 
Nanaimo Campus from October 6-November 30. 
The RDN contributed $5,500 to help bring the art 
installation to the region.

Established for Electoral Areas


