
We now have a Standing Committee 
dedicated to the Electoral Areas. This 
initiative was identified as a priority in our 

Strategic Planning 
sessions and the 
Electoral Area 
Services Committee 
(EASC) will now 
replace the Electoral 
Area Planning 
Committee. It 
includes additional 
area-specific topics 
such as community 
parks, emergency 
preparedness, fire 

protection, bylaw enforcement and building 
inspection. The inaugural meeting was held 
on September 13th. Meetings are normally 
scheduled at 3:00 p.m. on the second 
Tuesday of the month.  
Visit www.rdn.bc.ca for the schedule.

  

We have openings on several 
of our advisory bodies 
including Parks and Open 
Space, Grants-in-Aid, Liquid 
Waste, Solid Waste and 

Board of Variance.   
To find out how you can get involved, 

visit www.rdn.bc.ca/boardappoint-
ments to obtain an application form and 

to see a full list of positions. Applications 
must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, 
November 14, 2016.

Millstone River
The RDN Drinking Water and Watershed 
Protection program, and the Island 
Water Fly Fishers streamkeeper voluteers 
completed a steam assessment on the 
Millstone River in June. This on-the-ground 
survey assessed the physical characteristics 
of the river such as vegetative cover, 
depth, substrate, erosion locations and 
channel width. A report is forthcoming 
with the results of the survey that will point 
to recommendations to improve creek 
health from a habitat and water quality 
perspective. This may include riparian 
plantings, large woody debris placement, 
spawning gravel additions or stormwater 
run-off management infrastructure. 
Partnerships with riverside landowners will 
help to see improvements happen over 
time.
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The Board is pleased to introduce Phyllis 
Carlyle as the new Chief Administrative 

Officer.  Ms. Carlyle was 
selected by the Board 
after a cross-Canada 
search and brings over 
26 years of municipal 
experience to her new 
role including the past 
12 years as General 

Manager of Law and Community Safety at 
the City of Richmond. Ms. Carlyle joined 
the RDN on October 11, 2016. 

The public is invited to 
attend budget discussions 
on November 8th and 15th. 
Meetings will begin at 3:00 
p.m. in the Board Chambers 
at 6300 Hammond Bay Road.
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To read the RDN’s Strategic Plan, 
visit www.rdn.bc.ca/strategicplan
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Meadow Drive  
Community Park
Construction of a new timber-framed picnic 
shelter is now complete! This shelter is a 
wonderful addition to this popular park.

Water Supply Update
Following a record warm and dry spring, 
summer of 2016 was much closer to normal 
in terms of temperature and precipitation. 
Most community water supply systems 
in the region maintained Stage 2 (even 
and odd day) watering restrictions. Some 
systems chose not to implement any 
restrictions at all or to stay at Stage 1 all 
summer. This was due to rainy conditions 
in June and July that kept reservoirs topped 
up, kept groundwater levels stable and 
kept water demand at bay. The Regional 
District of Nanaimo would like to thank 
all residents for doing their part to be 
efficient with outdoor water this summer. 
More information including a map of all 
community water systems is available at 
www.teamwatersmart.ca.

Agriculture and Bylaw update 
The Agriculture Bylaw and Policy Updates 
Project is now complete with the adoption 
of Bylaws “500.402, 2016” and “1285.26, 
2016” on June 28, 2016. The bylaws include 
new or amended agriculture zones for 
land in the Agricultural Land Reserve and 
general regulations related to agriculture, 
farm use and the keeping of animals. The 
project involved amendments to RDN 
zoning bylaws to better support farming 

and improve consistency with provincial 
regulations and marks a significant 
milestone in the implementation of the 
Agricultural Area Plan.
The RDN has also recently completed a 
Rural Areas Guide to raise awareness of the 

Farm Practices Protection (Right 
to Farm) Act and Agricultural Land 
Reserve and inform residents of 
what to expect when living near 
farms.  
To learn more about the new 
bylaw amendments, Rural Areas 
Guide or other agriculture related 
initiatives, visit  
www.growingourfuture.ca.

2016 Prescribed  
Burn Activities
The RDN was proud to support 
wildfire fuels management work 
in our regional parks again this 

year. The British Columbia Wildfire Service 
conducted training and FireSmart opera-
tions in Oakdowne Community Park in Area 
‘H.’ Work included removing lower tree 
limbs to prevent wildfire from travelling 
quickly up trees and controlled burns to 
reduce combustible materials in the park. 
These activities not only provide training 
opportunities to the BC Wildfire Service and 
local fire departments, they also provide 
fire hazard reduction in our parks at no 
cost to the RDN. For more information, visit 
www.bcwildfire.ca.

Crown Land GPS Trail  
Data Collection 
New parks and trails mapping is now 
available!  The interactive RDN Parks and 
Trails Finder map provides searchable 
information for parks and recreation trails 
throughout the RDN, and is compatible 
with most mobile devices.  
Geo-referenced PDF mapping is also 
available for download – these can be 
printed or used with various mobile 
mapping applications.  Maps are currently 
available for 707 Community Park (Area B), 
as well as Big Qualicum River Regional Trail 
and surrounding Hatchery Trails (Area H).  
Keep checking back as more pdf maps will 
be added on an ongoing basis.  
Visit www.rdnmap.ca and  
www.rdn.bc.ca/gis to find out more.  
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RDN Board members were proud 
to attend the installation of the 
Witness Blanket at Vancouver 
Island University on October 6th. 
The contemporary art installation 
recognizes the impacts of Canada’s 
Residential School era and will be on 
display at the Nanaimo Campus from 
October 6-November 30. The RDN 
contributed $5,500 to help bring the 
art installation to the region.


