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Water Budget Project
The rDn’s Drinking Water and Watershed 
protection program recently embarked 
on a water budget project in order to 
gain a better understanding of our local 

water resources. 
This information 
will assist the rDn 
Board in making 
informed land 
use decisions that 
ensure we have 
enough water, now 
and in the future, 
for people and for 
the environment.

ensuring a 
sufficient, safe 

and sustainable supply of water requires 
an understanding of how much water is 
available, how much we are using, and 
how future land use and climate change 
will affect water resources and watershed 
health. 

Much like a household budget that looks 
at expenses today and in the future, a 
water budget looks at how much water 
enters a watershed, how it is stored, how 
much is needed, and how much water 
leaves. It also considers how much water 
may be available for human uses after 
ensuring there is enough for natural 
processes.

The first phase of the Water Budget 
project includes the development of a 
three-dimensional model that will show 

where various elements of the hydrologic 
cycle are located (such as soils, aquifers, 
streams, lakes), how much water they 
hold, and how water moves between 
these elements. It will also assess the 
level of stress in each watershed, by 
identifying areas where the water that is 
taken out of the ground or rivers is close 
to the amount of water that is available 
in those watersheds. Areas that may be 
experiencing high or moderate stress will 
be prioritized for future data collection 
and more detailed investigation.   

The Water Budget project is divided into 
two main projects: the gabriola, Mudge 
and DeCourcy Water Budget project, 
and the Vancouver Island (rDn) Water 
Budget project. Both are anticipated to be 
completed by the end of 2012.
For more information about the Water 
Budget Project, call the Water & Utility 
Services Department at 250-390-6560 
or visit rdn.bc.ca and click on Services, 
then on Drinking Water and Watershed 
Protection. 

This flyer is intended for residents in RDN Electoral Area C. Overlapping postal routes could result in some City of  
Nanaimo, Ladysmith and adjacent electoral area residents receiving this newsletter. We hope you find the content of interest.
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RDN Rebates and Incentives
Through the Drinking Water and 
Watershed Protection Program and the 
Green Building Incentive Program the rDn 
offers a variety of rebates to encourage 
home owners and owner-builders in 
the region to protect our watersheds by 
conserving water, reduce emissions by 
improving home energy efficiency, and 
invest in green building, renewable energy 
systems and low-impact development.
The Drinking Water and Watershed 
protection program is providing up to a 
$750 rebate to homeowners who purchase 
a 1,000 gallon (3,785 litre) cistern or larger 
for use in a rainwater harvesting system. 
For residents interested in learning more 
about rainwater harvesting, the rDn 
will be completing a green Building Best 
practices guide on rainwater Harvesting 
for homeowners later this year.
The Toilet replacement program will 
continue this year, with the rDn providing 
up to two $50 rebates to households in 
the region’s electoral Areas that replace a 
conventional toilet with a high efficiency or dual flush alternative. 
The green Building incentives that were available last year will remain, including the 
popular $250 woodstove exchange incentive and the $60 rebate for a home energy 
assessment. Incentives of up to $200 will now be available to residents who complete 
a follow-up assessment that shows an improvement in home energy efficiency. 
Also new is a $250 rebate for up to five home owners who install an electric vehicle 
charging station. 
In addition to action-specific incentives, the rDn sustainable Development Checklist 
and guide serve as a valuable resource to homeowners and owner-builders interested 
in optimizing the performance of their building, while minimizing its impact on the 
natural environment. The Checklist provides a comprehensive rating system for 
development projects, while the guide offers information on green building practices. 
residents who meet with the rDn’s sustainability Coordinator to review the Checklist 
and submit the completed Checklist with a permit application are eligible for a $50 
incentive. residents who achieve a high score on the Checklist are eligible for an 
additional incentive from $500 to $1000.
All rebates and incentives are limited and provided on a first come, first served  
basis. For details on any of the RDN incentives, call 1-877-607-4111, or email 
sustainability@rdn.bc.ca. 
If you own or operate a business that provides products or services eligible for 
incentives, contact the rDn for assistance in getting the information you need.
If you are a resident with ideas for incentives that will conserve energy, reduce 
emissions, or result in greener, more sustainable homes in the region, let us know.  
We will consider your ideas as the program evolves in the future.

Electoral Area Director | Maureen Young 
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Regional District of Nanaimo Website | www.rdn.bc.ca 
250-390-4111  1 877 607 4111 (Toll-free access to all departments)
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Woodstove Exchange and 
Outreach Program Update
The region-wide Woodstove 
exchange and Outreach program 
has proved popular in rDn 
electoral Areas and in the District 
of Lantzville. We are pleased to be 
able to continue this program, which 
encourages residents to exchange 
older wood stoves for higher 
efficiency environmental protection 
Agency-certified heating appliances.

The Woodstove exchange and 
Outreach program is offered in 
partnership with the member 
municipalities of nanaimo, 
Lantzville, parksville and Qualicum 
Beach, with funding from the 
province for rebates and support 
from the nanaimo recycling 
exchange.  The quick response to 
this program shows that there is 
definitely interest among electoral 
Area residents in improving home 
energy efficiency, as well as local air 
quality. 

rDn residents can continue to check 
the regional District's website, 
Twitter feed and Facebook page for 
Burn it smart tips. Burning it smart 
can save residents money while 
reducing the amount of smoke and 
particulate matter released when 
burning. 
For more information, call  
250-390-6510 or 250-954-3798. 

Ac T I O N I N c E N T I v Es

AcTION INcENTIvEs

Woodstove Exchange $250

Home Energy Assessment $60 to $200

Graded site-cut Timber Up to $250

Toilet Replacement $50 (Electoral 
Areas only)

solar Hot Water system $250

Residential Electric  
vehicle charging station $250 

Rainwater cistern Up to $750

cHEcklIsT INcENTIvEs

score Incentive

55-74 $500

75-89 $750

90+ $1,000


