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1.5 Amendment Approval Process 

Bill 27 of the Local Government Act makes provision for the amendment of a 
Regional Growth Strategy in one of two ways. Regardless of the amendment process 
used, amendments may only be made through bylaw. All amendments to the RGS 
considered to be major must be accepted by all affected local governments in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 857 of the Local Government Act and 
must follow the same process that is required to adopt the RGS. The Local 
Government Act also allows for minor amendments where a process has been 
established pursuant to Section 857.1 that includes: 

 Criteria for determining whether a proposed amendment is minor for the 
purposes of allowing the process to apply; 

 A means for the views of affected local governments regarding a proposed 
minor amendment to be obtained and considered; and 

 A means for providing notice to affected local governments regarding a 
proposed minor amendment. 

1.5.1 Criteria for Minor Amendments 

The following outlines the criteria for considering minor amendments to the 
RGS. 

1. Criteria under which a proposed amendment to the RGS may be 
considered a minor amendment include the following: 

 Amendments resulting from a full Electoral Area or Municipal 
Official Community Plan review process; 

 Text and map amendments required to correct errors or as a result 
of more accurate information being received; 

 Amendments to incorporate changes to tables, figures, grammar, or 
numbering that do not alter the intent of the Regional Growth 
Strategy; and 

 Addition or deletion, or amendment to Section 5.4 Key Indicators. 

2. Although not considered as an exhaustive list, the following types of 
amendments are not considered minor: 

 Those that lead to adverse changes to the health and ongoing 
viability of sensitive ecosystems and water sources; 

 Those that include land in the Agricultural Land Reserve or will 
negatively impact agricultural lands; 

 Those related to a development that would require significant 
works to address a natural hazard;  

 Those that require the provision of new community water and 
sewer systems outside the Growth Containment Boundary; and, 
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 Those that are not consistent with measures and or policies to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality. 

1.5.2 Process for Approving Minor Amendments 

1. On receipt of a request from a member municipality or an Electoral Area 
Planning Committee to amend the RGS, RDN staff will prepare a 
preliminary report for review by the Sustainability Select Committee. 
Committee comments and recommendations will be forwarded to the 
Regional Board.  

2. A land use or development proposal or text amendment will be 
assessed in terms of the minor amendment criteria. The Board may 
resolve, by an affirmative vote of 2/3 of the Board members attending 
the meeting, to proceed with an amendment application as a minor 
amendment. Where the Board resolves to proceed with an amendment 
application as a minor amendment, the Board will: 

 Determine the appropriate form of consultation required in 
conjunction with the proposed minor amendment; 

 Give 45 days written notice to each affected local government, 
including notice that the proposed amendment has been 
determined to be a minor amendment. The notice shall include a 
summary of the proposed amendment and any staff reports, other 
relevant supporting documentation and the date, time and place of 
the board meeting at which the amending bylaw is to be considered 
for first reading; and 

 Consider the written comments provided by the affected local 
governments prior to giving first reading to the proposed 
amendment bylaw. 

3. The bylaw may be adopted without a public hearing after second 
reading in the event that the amending bylaw receives an affirmative 
vote of all Board members attending the meeting. 

4. Consider third reading and determine whether or not to adopt the 
amending bylaw. 

5. Minor amendment bylaws shall be adopted in accordance with the 
procedures that apply to the adoption of a RGS under Section 791 of 
the Local Government Act. 

1.6 Monitoring of the RGS 

A monitoring program will be established in collaboration with member 
municipalities and appropriate provincial government agencies to track progress in 
achieving RGS goals, including GHG emissions reductions. Reports will be made to 
the RDN Board and public on an annual basis. The details of the monitoring program 
are outlined in Section 5.2. 


