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1.4 Consistency with Regional Growth Strategy

Electoral Area ‘H’ is one of seven electoral areas within the Regional District of Nanaimo. These electoral
areas, in partnership with the City of Nanaimo, the City of Parksville, the Town of Qualicum Beach, and the
District of Lantzville have agreed to limit sprawl and contain development through the adoption of a Regional
Growth Strategy. The Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) articulates a vision of a desirable, future Region and sets
out eleven goals for attaining this vision. In accordance with Section 445 of the Local Government Act, this
OCP must be consistent with the Regional Growth Strategy. In response to the RGS goals, the Electoral Area
‘H” OCP does the following:

RGS Goal 1: Prepare for Climate Change and Reduce Energy Consumption

In accordance with Section 437(3) of the Local Government Act, this OCP includes targets for greenhouse gas
emissions reduction and policies and actions to achieve the targets; this OCP encourages increased density and
a mix of uses in Village Centres to reduce the reliance of residents on the private automobile and to increase
viability of public transit. The need to understand the future impacts of climate change is addressed in this
OCP, as well as steps that need to be taken to adapt to these impacts.

RGS Goal 2: Protect the Environment

Through the use of policies and development permit areas, this OCP provides protection to the area’s
environmentally sensitive features such as aquifers, streams, coastal areas, eagle and heron nests. The OCP
includes policies that apply at the time of rezoning, policies that encourage property owners to protect these
sensitive areas, and policies that communicate the community’s preference to other levels of government and
other agencies.

RGS Goal 3: Coordinate Land Use and Mobility

This OCP supports land use patterns and mobility networks to reduce automobile dependency and provide for
efficient movement of people and goods. This plan supports the creation of compact communities served by
active transportation networks and a multi-modal system of transportation that includes the automobile,
transit, cycle and foot.

RGS Goal 4: Concentrate Housing and Jobs in Rural Villages and Urban Growth Centres

This OCP supports a range of housing types and sizes, as well as areas for commercial and mixed-use
development within rural villages. In doing so, the plan provides opportunities for people to live closer to their
place of employment and the services that they require on a daily basis; thereby reducing auto dependency
and creating vibrant rural communities.

RGS Goal 5: Enhance Rural Integrity

This OCP seeks to enhance rural integrity by supporting agricultural, aquaculture, forestry and small-scale
economic and tourism opportunities in the residential areas outside Village Centres. It also provides
opportunities for more efficient use of land by supporting alternative approaches to subdivision and
development that allow residential dwelling potential to be clustered into a smaller footprint or transferred
from other areas where there is land set aside for community or environmental benefit.

RGS Goal 6: Facilitate the Provision of Affordable Housing

This OCP supports the provision of affordable housing through policies that provide for the creation of a range
of parcel sizes and housing types and support secondary suites. This OCP also supports the provision of
affordable housing as a community amenity, and supports establishment of seniors housing in Bowser Village
Centres on Crown lots leased for that purpose, and expansion of existing seniors housing in Qualicum Bay
Village Centre.
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RGS Goal 7: Enhance Economic Resiliency

This OCP encourages and supports a range of light industrial, commercial and institutional development in
appropriate locations. The Bowser Village Centre Plan encourages economic development as the economic
centre of the area. Policies for the other Village Centre recognizes the focus of Qualicum Bay on tourist and
resort commercial services, and Dunsmuir with its location along Horne Lake Road serves as a “gateway” to
the coastal resorts, scenic and recreational opportunities within the Plan Area with a vision to develop into a
comprehensive mixed-use community. In the rural areas, redevelopment of the historic tourist
accommodation is encouraged, as well as new small-scale tourist accommodation and small scale service
commercial.

RGS Goal 8: Enhance Food Security

This OCP recognizes the value of agricultural land for land-based farming, and marine areas for shellfish
aquaculture, for present and future food production. It also recognizes the unique position of this area to grow
an economy related to aquaculture and processing. This OCP includes a designation for the Agricultural Land
Reserve, and policies aimed at maintaining agricultural land and providing resources to farmers.

RGS Goal 9: Celebrate Pride of Place

The Community Values Statement in this OCP grounds the entire Plan in values in which the community takes
pride. The natural environment, history of tourism, recreation and fishing, are all recognized with policies to
support their continuation and enhancement.

RGS Goal 10: Provide Services Efficiently

This OCP supports efficient, cost-effective community services by encouraging growth into well-defined
compact areas at densities that support the efficient use of land and are capable of funding the long-term
maintenance and operating costs of these services. The plan supports the provision of community water and
sewer to areas within the GCB for the purpose of facilitating the additional development supported by this
plan. The plan also recognizes that these services may be required outside of the GCB to address health or
environmental concerns, but not to facilitate additional development beyond that which is supported without
community water or sewer servicing.

RGS Goal 11: Enhance Cooperation Among Jurisdictions

This OCP supports ongoing communication and cooperation among jurisdictions throughout, with many of the
advocacy policies aimed at collaborating with other jurisdictions to meet the objectives of this Plan.

1.5 Legislative Framework

This Official Community Plan has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of Part 14 of the Local
Government Act, implementing Regional District policies for land use and development. All bylaws, permits
issued and works undertaken within the Plan Area shall be consistent with the provision of this Plan. The
Community Plan may be implemented by regulatory bylaws of the Regional District including the "Regional
District of Nanaimo Land Use and Subdivision Bylaw No. 500, 1987”.

1.6 Organization of the Plan

This Official Community Plan includes text and corresponding maps; it is organized around the key issue areas
identified during the public consultation processes, and inlcudes development permit areas which are
regulatory tools that assist in implementing objectives and policies of this Plan.

Each section of the Plan contains objectives and policies. Objectives express the community’s values and long
term aspirations. They are the community’s statements of what is important to the residents and land owners
of Electoral Area ‘H’. Policies express the community's response to these objectives. The policies are the ‘how
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