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1.5 REGIONAL CONTEXT STATEMENT 
In 2011, the City of Parksville, along with other jurisdictions within the RDN, joined in the 
endorsement of an updated Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) titled Shaping Our Future1. This was 
the second time the document had been comprehensively reviewed and updated by the RDN since 
the initial RGS was introduced in 1997.  

In accordance with Section 866 of the Local Government Act, the City’s OCP must include a regional 
context statement that outlines the relationship between the OCP and the RGS. The OCP’s policies 
for housing, transportation, RDN services, parks and natural areas, economic development and 
reduction of regional greenhouse gas emissions should be consistent with the RGS and where there 
are any inconsistencies the City is required to indicate how the OCP will be made consistent with 
the RGS over time. There are no inconsistencies noted for the OCP. 

Shaping our Future sets policy direction in a number of key areas, including climate change, 
environmental protection, land use, housing, economic resiliency, food security and infrastructure. 
With respect to land use specifically, the RGS identifies areas of the Regional District which are 
appropriate for future urban growth and infill. Most of the properties in Parksville are classified in 
the RGS as the “Urban Area”.  

The RGS outlines the following objectives for lands in the Urban Area designation: 

Urban Areas should accommodate a broad range of urban land uses at a variety of densities;

Urban Areas should be serviced with community water and sewer systems; 

New development in Urban Areas should be focused on mixed-use, designed to support 
commercial vitality and provide opportunities for multi-modal transportation and complete, 
compact neighbourhoods that include options for living, working and playing and accessing 
services in the same area; 

Urban Areas should include open spaces and natural places such as parks, playfields, golf 
courses, multi-modal trails, public plazas, pedestrian links and bikeways or agricultural 
areas; 

The majority of lands within the City are within the RGS’ growth containment boundary, 
with the exception of the ALR properties along Stanford Avenue East and at the west end of 
Despard Avenue. These ALR lands, Rathtrevor Provincial Park and the Englishman River 
estuary are not designated as Urban Area in the RGS, but are within the Resource Lands 
designation. 

                     
1 The RDN’s RGS can be viewed at: http://www.shapingourfuture.ca/ 
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Figure 3: Shaping our Future, Growth Containment Boundary map 

 

 

This OCP has strong ties to the RGS. The City’s growth containment boundary is the same as that in 
the RGS. Not only does the OCP address the guidelines for Urban Areas noted above, but it also: 

Identifies greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets and acknowledges the impact of 
climate change; 

Aims to protect the environment through development permit areas and other strategies; 

Promotes sustainable transportation choices, including active transportation and public 
transit; 

Encourages densification in the downtown and entrances to the City; 

Enhances economic development activities by working in partnership with business 
organizations and supporting compact residential housing options near commercial uses; 

Supports food security by protecting land in the Agricultural Land Reserve and small scale 
community gardening efforts; and 

Aims to provide infrastructure and services efficiently and effectively. 
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