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In April, we 
celebrated National 
Volunteer Week at 
the RDN. Thank you 
to our volunteers 
who help generously 
by providing their 
time and energy, 
such as maintaining 
our parks & trails, 
shaping regional 
growth, assisting 

local community groups, protecting our 
water supply and those that help during 
emergencies. Your efforts are sincerely 
appreciated in the RDN.

Signage Strategy for  
Community Parks & Trails 
The Signage Strategy for Community Parks 
and Trails is a standardized system of 
signs, typefaces and graphics to welcome 
and communicate information to visitors 
of RDN parks and trails. The goals are to 
develop a Signage Strategy to create signs 
that identify a site as a RDN Community 
Park or Trail site, to be visible and legible 
upon approach to the site and along a 
trail, to be contemporary and aesthetically 
pleasing, and to be cost effective in 
fabrication and installation. Developing 
a new signage program after the launch 
of the RDN’s new graphic standards is an 
opportunity to align Parks Services with 
corporate branding. All Electoral Area Parks 
and Open Space Advisory Committee’s will 
receive an overview of the signage types 
and an opportunity to provide comment 
on the aesthetic and the content. A pilot 
park will be chosen for each EA by the area 
POSAC.

Blue Water Place Community 
Park – Goats in the Park 
Goats will be working hard in Blue Water 
Place Community Park early this May. 
Along with their human handlers, they will 
be clearing the park of invasive plants. A BC 
Hydro Community Re-Greening Grant was 
applied for, and we are currently awaiting 
confirmation of a $2,700 grant to plant 3 
large trees in the park. The surrounding 
neighbours continue to be strong advocates 
for the work in the park, and we hope 
to involve students form Oceanside 
Elementary in the process as well.

Neighbourhood Emergency 
Preparedness
Our Emergency Services department is 
working on simplifying the Neighbourhood 
Emergency Preparedness Program (NEPP) 
to align more with the PreparedBC 
program. The revised NEPP program is 
designed to encourage residents to first 
ensure they have their personal and 
household preparedness plans in place, and 
then to reach out to their neighbours and 
work together to broaden their resilience 
in the event of an emergency. The NEPP 
program will include online information, 
networking opportunities, and peer-to-peer 
support as well as handouts and workshops 
delivered by the regional emergency 
services team. Get prepared and consider 
starting or joining a neighbourhood 
program! 

This update is intended for residents in RDN Electoral Area G. Overlapping postal routes could result in some adjacent  
electoral area residents receiving this newsletter. We hope you find the content of interest.
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Watch for the new Neighbourhood 
Emergency Preparedness project to launch 
later this month on www.getinvolved.rdn.ca. 
Register and get involved!
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Area G Building Statistics

Electoral Area  
Building Permits  

for 2017

Electoral 
Area

# of 
Permits

Construction 
Value ($M)

New 
Housing 

Units

G 117 26.2 44

Electoral Area  
Building Permits  
for Jan-Mar 2018

Electoral 
Area

# of 
Permits

Construction 
Value ($M)

New 
Housing 

Units

G 24 6.1 5

District 69 Recreation Services 
Master Plan
The RDN initiated the development of an 
updated Recreation Services Master Plan 
for District 69 (Oceanside) in the fall of 
2016. The Master Plan will be a strategic 
document used in mapping out the future 
provision of recreation services in District 
69 for the years 2019 - 2029. Public 
engagement to date has included input 
from 1,687 residents via a community 
survey, interview and discussion sessions 
with participants representing over 
30 various community organizations 
and a community group questionnaire 
completed by 60 organizations. As well, 
five community open houses occurred 
throughout Oceanside near the end of 
2017. The final draft Master Plan was 
presented to the RDN Board and District 69 
Recreation Commission in April. 
www.getinvolved.rdn.ca

Flood Risk Assessment 
The RDN and Town of Qualicum Beach have 
been approved for $150,000 in funding 
through the National Disaster Mitigation 

Program (NDMP) to conduct an overland 
flood risk assessment for the electoral areas 
and the town. The NDMP is a jointly funded 
initiative of the federal and provincial 
governments to support local governments 
in developing foundational flood-related 
disaster mitigation measures through a 
process of risk assessment, flood mapping, 
mitigation planning and mitigation 
infrastructure. The project will result in 
a completed overall flood risk profile for 
the area and enable the RDN to apply for 
additional funding for next steps within the 
NDMP program.

French Creek Water System 
Epcor Water West (EWW) is a private water 
utility, providing water to approximately 
4000 residents in the French Creek area of 
Electoral Area G. In 2016, a French Creek 
Residents Association survey of over 600 
residents gave support for the concept of 
the RDN purchasing the water system if 
the costs did not exceed what they were 
currently paying. On Dec 6, 2016 the 
Board directed staff to retain consultants 
to undertake a valuation process to assess 
potential costs of acquiring and operating 
the system.
The RDN continues to have discussions with 
EPCOR regarding the potential to acquire 
the EPCOR “French Creek” water system. 
The discussions with EPCOR are subject 
to a confidentiality agreement, and Board 
discussions are in-camera. As is normal 
with purchase transactions, discussions 
are kept confidential between parties until 
complete.  We anticipate more information 
will be available to the public in the next 
few months.

Regional Growth Strategy 
A limited review of the Regional Growth 
Strategy (RGS) will be starting later this 
year by the RDN. The review will focus on 
a few policies related to sewer and water 
services that have proven to be unclear 
or that potentially conflict with other RGS 
policies.  Also included in the review will be 
an update of population and development 
forecasts. 
For more information on the RGS please see 
the web page at www.rdn.bc.ca/regional-
growth-strategy.

Starting this month, look for 
our monthly RDN Updates in 
the Nanaimo News Bulletin, the 
Parksville Qualicum Beach News 
and the Gabriola Sounder to 
find out about upcoming events, 
projects and community meetings. 
You can also keep up-to-date 
by following us on Facebook 
and Twitter, visiting our website 
homepage & calendar and by 
signing up to Get Involved RDN at 
www.getinvolved.rdn.ca.


