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FOREWARD 

The idea to gather some of the history of Moore croft into book form has been in the 
back of my mind for many years and I decided if I was ever going to do it, I'd better 
make it now. I was inspired by the time line which the late Joe Wallace had kept over the 
earlier years and which I have attempted to carry on since the mid 1990s; and by the bits 
and pieces of paper that have accumulated over the years and in various places. It has 
been my privilege to have had access to and compile some of these into this book for the 
enjoyment of what I hope will be many. Some of the information is repeated since there 
have been different sources of information, each contains some different information and 
I wanted to leave them in their original form. Sometimes years and amounts of money on 
the time line may not agree with information in the different write ups but I have left 
them as I have fOlmd them in the various places. 

I would like to thank all those who have so kindly sent in their memories and 
wonderful pictures to share; Brent Barker for permission to use the beautiful Moorecroft 
logo he created in 1 994, on the front cover. Thank you to my husband Phil, for 
permission to use his lovely painting of Vesper Point on the back cover, and for all his 
patience throughout my years associated with Moorecroft. 

I would also like to acknowledge the many people who have made Moorecroft their 
"Labour of Love" in so many ways and for so many years, without you the camp would 
not exist. 

This book is dedicated to my grandchildren; Tobin, Kylie, Jaden, Haylee, Devan and 
Desmond, in the hopes that they will enjoy Moorecroft as much as their parents and 
grandparents have. 

Marilyn Huffman 
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MOORECROFT 

The Moorecroft dream was originally that of Miss Gertrude Moore who founded the 
camp in 1 934 and operated it continuously for twenty years. In a report on its beginnings 
Rev. Robert Moses states that "Miss Moore was born in Toronto, she served as a director 
for the T. Eaton Company there until 1927, when she came west to become a physical 
education director at the Vancouver YM.C.A. From 1935 until 1945 she was in charge of 
womens physical education at the University ofB.C. Miss Moore opened her own camp 
for girls near Nanoose Bay on Vancouver Island in 1 934, the camp was named 
Moorecroft after her own familys homestead in Ontario. In 1 939 Miss Moore was 
instrumental in forming the B.c. Camping Association, a branch of the Canadian 
Association. "At the end of the 1 954 camping season, with her health beginning to fail 
and the camp getting larger every year, Miss Moore called on Rev. Moses to discuss the 
future of her property. So it was that Moorecroft was purchased by the United Church 
(B.c. Conference) Camping Society in November 1 955. Over the past years the camp has 
grown. Nine new buildings have been added and some of them winterized. New boats, a 
bus, a new van and truck have been acquired with a large storage shed built to house them. 
The largest change has been the additional purchase of 15  acres of property bordering 
the upper playing field. The next big project is to build a permanent pool in the bay to 
facilitate all day swimming. 

From Moorecroft files. Origin unknown 

Note: The swimming pool was never built 



CHAPTERl 

OVER THE YEARS 

THE SALUTATION OF THE DAWN 

Listen to the salutation of the dawn 
Look to this day, 

For it is life, the very life of life, 
In its brief course lie all the verities 

realities of our existence, 
The bliss of growth, 
The glory of action, 

The splendour of beauty 
For yesterday is but a dream, and tomorrow 

is only a vision 
But today well lived, makes every yesterday 

A dream of happiness 
And every tomorrow a vision of hope, 

Look well therefore, to this day. 
Such is the salutation to the dawn. 

Author Unknown 

.£ 



INFORMATION RmARDING THE BEGINNINGS OF MOOREDROFT UNITED CHURCH CAMP 
By Rev. Robert Moses 

Shortly after I came to St. Andrew's United Church at Nanaimo, I had two visitors 
from Hoorecroft Camp, Misses Ann Fountain, a former Girl's Work Secretary for the United 
Church in B.C., and Miss Aleeta Kerr, a school teacher, and former member of Grandview 
United Church. They were leaders at the camp, and were looking for some of the United 
Church material for the· conduct of Camps. During our conversation, I learned a little 
about Miss Gertrude Moore, the owner of the Camp, and the type of people she usually en
gaged to run the programmes. (This was in 1949.) 

Miss Gertrude Moore was· born in Toronto. She oer/ed as Director for T. Eaton Company 
there until 1927, when she carne West to beco�e physical education director at the Vancouver 
Y.W.C.A. From 1935 until 1945 she was in charge of women' 0 physical education. at the 
University of British Columbia. She opened her own camp for girls near Nanoose Bay on 
Vancouver Island in· 1934.· The Camp was named Moorecroft, after her own family's homestead 
in Ontario. In 1939 Miss Moore was instrumental in forming the B.C. Camping Association, 
a branch of the Canadian Association. 

After the camping season in 1954, Miss Moore called at the Manse in Nanailllo in order 
that she might discuss with me the future of Moorecroft. Her health was failing somewhat, 
and the camp was getting larger. She felt that it would not be possible to carry on for 
many more years. The United Church programme appea:ted to her. Also, she had a sentimental 
attachment to it, because her uncle, the Rev. T. Albert Moore, was one of its earliest 
Moderators • .  How couldA,t_be presented to the church so that the purchase could become a 
possibility? 

�e Victoria Presbytery met at Alberni on October 7 and 8, 1954. r presented Miss 
l',GCl"3' 5 reqll.est, and told a little about the camp and its possibilities, and moved that we 
r<;·x,mryIG!!u to the Conference Camp Committee that 'we investigate the possibility of the pur-
0ha�'d of Hoorecroft Camp for the use of the United Church of Canada. This was agreed to, 
and fcrwarded for consideration. 

��ring the next few months, a number of us visited the camp and did quite a J��.'
investigating. The site contained 75 acres; the buildings, trails, timber, swimming 
facilities, boats, etc. We came to the conclusion that an offer of $35,000.00 might be 
made. Among those visiting at that time. were Dr. W. S. Taylor, Rev. Alan Crewe, Rev.Rupert 
�.a�s, L.B.Henn. Later the Rev. Bill Belder.and the Rev. Bert. Love came, and reported 
back to the Conference Camp Committee. Finally, 350,000.00 was offered and accepted by 
Miss Moore. 

Some question arose about the roads into the Camp, and I· was delegated to visit the 
Minister of Highways, Mr. Philip A. Gaglardi, in Victori� to ask for the continuation and 
completion of the roads into the camp. To this Mr. Gaglardi agreed. (February 14, 1956) 

On February 24, 19.56,· aprOgre�e4'�e��r"t>Jas given to Presbytery. 
-., . ' . .  - . .  -: - -

During the same month. Selective logging had been done, trees had been taken out, and 
the road was churned up very badly. Somehow Miss Moore heard of this. She had a clause 
in the agreement that no trees Should be removed without her written permission. Mias 
Laura Butler, who knew Miss Moore, and I had the doubtful pleasure of pouring oil on 
troubled waters at Miss Moore's home in Victoria.and thus save a court case. 

Early in May, 1956, along with Alan Crewe.:we discussed . the necessity of forming a 
B.)ard of Dir-ectors • ... This-was done�· ·-The -first meeting I have recorded took place at the 
Mul10e at Haliburton Street, Nanaimo, on June 7, 1956. Jack Fisher was appointed Secretary. 
I o�CJame the Chairman. From this date on,· the Board met regularly. We owe a debt. of 
sratitude to every one of the members of the Board, especially to Dennit Bryson who was 
able to get for us so much from the disposal of the construction unit of the McMillan Pulp 
Hill at Alberni. The first Board was made up of Dr. Jack Ficher who later bought the 
neighboring property of Kontiki, Bruce Coleman· who looked after the food, etc., Larry L����� 
Alan Crewe, Dennit Bryson, Robert Moses. 

The men and women of the Presbytery came through valiantly. Once we had 12 power saws 
and around fifty people at a work bee. It was hard work, good fun, fellowship, and a worthy 
accompliehment. 

Keep up the good work. There are even better things in the future. 

(signed) Robt. Moses (1972) 



Moorecroft History as taken from camp Committee Minutes 

� Miss Moore establishes girls camp 

1949 Anne Foutain,Aleeta Kerr, leaders at Moorecroft approach 

Rev Bob Moses for United Church leadership material 

1954 Miss Moore contacted Rev Bob Moses to discuss the 

future of Moorecroft as her health was failing 

October 7,8 Fall Presbytery met in Alberni - Vision and 

possibility of purchase of camp presented. Site inspected 

over next few months. 75 acres. Offer of $ 50,000 accepted 

by Miss Moore 

1956 P.A. Gaglardi, Minister of Highways agrees to extend 

Stewart Rd. into Moorecroft 

Feb. 24 Progress report made to presbytery. Selective 

logging occurred - Miss Moore threatened to take legal 

�ction. Differences resolved 

May Camp Committee meets at St. Andrews Nanaimo. Dennet 

Bryson Bob Moses Alan Crewe Jack Fisher Bruce Coleman 

Larry Larson 

D�nnet Bryson oversees development. Dining hall No 1 
Spash house Caretakers, moved from Port Alberni 

1967 Camp arranges to lease lot# 249 for $ 100.00 

Camp use seasonal, last person out please lock the gate 

1968 Moorecroft operates under C.O.M. committee) Art Skipsey 

elected chairman Gwen Johnston secretary 

January 8ids made on two boats, $100.00, $150n O. Tran�rtation 

fee 50¢ Overnight fee 75¢ Registration fee for camp booking 

$10.00 

May First phase of dyke built-$991.00 $300,000 insurance 

premium for three years- $114.00 Walkin Cooler installed-$700.00 

Nov. Mr G Slees staying Caretakers under contract Profit 

from summer operation $3,528.70 on receipts of $11,091.60 

1969 Camp seeks truck for camp use 

October Permission given to scout group to install cableway 

across Arab Cove 

March Qualicum Builders Supply Donates 1959 Pontiac 

panel truck Committee decided to tear down old buildings 

near the playing field, but to keep the log building 

7 



1969 

May A contract" for $8,100.00 awarded for the construction 

of the # 2 Splash House 

September A successful summer, 60 less campers, Staff 
costs up $1252over 1968, New freezer purchased, $248.00 

Summer profit $1900.00 450 campers 89 leaders. Whaler 

being repaired before being put into service Motor needed 

October Two sub-committees proposed Leadership and management 

1970 

January Moved that the Moorecroft Camp Committee assume 

responsibility for the total operation of the camp( Withdraw 

from the C.O.M. committee) 
March Between 40 and fifty attended the monthly work 

party 

September An old school bus was purchased for $125.00 

An outboard motor was purchased for $400.00 Mis That 

we move the Green Room from the playing field to "Skid 

Roadll 

- 1971 

January Barry Forbes is rebuilding the engine for the 

bus ( Esmarelda ) 

April The meeting opened with a few minutes silence in 

memory of Rev. Harold Kenedy who passsed away on April 

7th Bob Coates was appointed treasurer 

June 9 A meeting was held to discuss winterizing some 

buildings 

September Jessie Oliver took over the leaderShip position 

from Fro Affleck Summer proffit $1500.00 J Cochrane 

asked to be replaced as maintenance chairman. San-Dis 

given garbage collection contract. Rev Bob Moses asked 

to write a history of the camp / 

� 
January Mr Ted Waring gave a report on the planned winterization 

of the Dining Hall, #1 Splash House, Directors, First 

Aid, Lodge, Caretakers, Green Room and preparation for 

the Tent and Trailer "site 



1972 

February There are good spring bookings for school groups 

Leadership training scheduled for June 2,3,4. 

March Six new tirs purchased for the bus, $344.00 Workers 

hired for winterization program under "Local Initiatives 

Program 

April A joint meeting with Camp Pringle at Brechin church. 

A meeting was held with Camp Columbia (Anglican ) to explore 

integration of programs 

May Receipts for camps and deposits amount to $1155.88 

Daisy Moon, Cape Mudge, appointed cook Camp committee 

to pay a monthly salary to the caretaker 

..!222. 
March Fro Affleck takes over as chairman. A Presbytery 

committee with representation from Moorecroft has been 

formed to deal with land purchases. An agreement with 

Mr Pitt Clayton for land next to the 'playing field has 

been drawn up. A questionaire is being circulated throughtout 

- Presbytery to seek views on the future of Moorecroft. 

May Pagdin reported on the leadership weekend to be held 

May 13-15 

June In response to enquiries by Jim Robertson, McMillan 

and Bloedel, Chemainus Division has donated a truck.{ 

Big Mac). Fireplace Irons from Miss Moores home in Ontario 

have been brought to camp, to be put in Miss Moores cottage 

October A garage has been erected by the Pack Camp Re-union 

more shakes are needed 

November The land pur.9hase is to comp1et'ed by December 

It isd agreed to pay the manager $100.00' per month during 

the winter 

l:21L 
September Property fund has repaid $28,000 in loans. 

A cheque for $35,000 has been paid to R. Schoffield, lawyer 

to finalize the'purcHase of the property. Summer �egistration 

342 Mae Pagdin was thanked for the excellent leadership 

for the summer program. 
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1977 

October Property donations: Lower mainland $165.00 Port 

Alberni $2,078.20 Nanaimo $1714. 00 Courtnay-Comox $1755.75 

Campb�ll River $923.45 Chemanus-Ladysmith $4,990.00 

Parksville $3,242.00 Qualicum $2,245.00 Powell River 

$196.00. Purchase of stainless steel biliies and nylon 

flys for Pack Camp authorized Suggested members take 

home a paddleboard to repair 

November Camping feeto be raised to $44.00. A block 

of time to be sought at Presbytery to discuss present 

and future programs 

1978 

February MIS That we sell the two antique organs in the 

dining hall. Agreed that we purchase $200.00 worth of 

sand for the beach. Thanks were expressed to Art Skipsey 

for constructing two, chairs and two chesterfields for 

Directors 

September A letter was sent to the Qualicum Indian Band 

for salmon donated for the barbegue. Summer registration 

375 Leaders 87 Meals served 12, 737 Clement and family 

from Nigeria added a special element to the summer 

October Jim Percy takes on duties of chairman Thanks 

�ent to C. Ken�dy, Cora Skipsey, H. Reece Heather and 

Susan Scoit, for their work catering to the Presbytery 

weekend 

A new bus was purchased from S. D. 68 for $,2,860.00 A 

fibreglass sabot was purchased for $350.00 Open house-

free camping weekend May 15-17 Seafood dinner, souper 

supper $2. 50 for adults $1.00 for children Conference 

requests payment of taxes paid on our behalf 

1982 
Joe Wallace takes on duties as' chairman 

October Waterline across playfield is to be moved. 

Long range planning to study year-round camping co-ordinator 

JO 



MOORE CROFT 

A brief history 

Moorecroft began as a girls' camp, a sort of "finishing school" 
for girls, in 1934. It was started by Miss Gertrude Moore 
during the time she was physical education director at the 
Vancouver YWCA and named after her family horne in Ontario. 
In 1954, when she was in failing health, she approached a minister 
of the United Church, the Rev. Bob Moses, to explore the possibility 
of the Chtirch purchasing the property and operating Moorecroft 
as a church camp. The purchase was completed in 1956 at a cost 
of $50,000.00. 
Development was undertaken by a small committee assisted by 
a great number of volunteers from congregations of the presbytery. 
Dennit Bryson arranged for buildings, surplus after the pulpmill 
construction finished at Port Alberni, to be moved on site. 
Leadership and programs were assisted and directed from the 
joint camp committee on the mainland. This changed in 1970, 
when our presbytery took over full responsibility for operating 
Moorecroft. 

Rapid change and growth brought winterizationof key buildings, 
a full time resident caretaker and yearlong use, addition of 
camp vehicles (including a bus) and ongoing leadership training. 
Growth of nearby residential areas led to the purchase in 1976, 
of fourteen addition acres for a buffer zone. 

Application by the Rev. Gearge Afflick for a block grant from 
Conference to provide a full time leadership person was turned 
down in 1972. Conference thought it was such a good idea that 
all camps would want one. This led to a series of four Long 
Range Planning Committees which have brought us to this current 
plan and appeal. 

The challenge, the hope and the future we share with you . 

. --J A /s c,u OL S cL c,'l!\' ..e 

, .L �t -. 
tJ- r-er-t! 

f if? P J 
, 
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MOORECROFT TIM:ELINE 

PRE-UNI TED CHURCH 

Gertrude Moore was Toronto Director of T. Eaton Company until 1927 
Was P.E. Director at UB.C. from 1935-1945 
1934: opened camp for girls at Nanoose Bay and named it after the family homestead in Ontario 
1939: was instrumental in forming the B.C. camping Association 
1954: larger camps, and in failing health, called on Rev. Moses to discuss the future of the camp 

United Church program appealed to Miss Moore 
( Miss Moores Uncle the Rev. T. Albert Moore, a former leader of a Congregational Church was one 
of the earliest Moderators of the United Church ) 

Oct. 7 & 8 The AIberni-Victoria Presbytery heard presentation and agreed to consider 
Later offered $ 35,000.00 for 75 acres, negotiated offer of $ 50,000.00 finally accepted 

UNI TED CHURCH CAMP 

1955: Actual purchase in November by United Church ( B.C. Conference) Camping Society 
1956: Visit to Phil Gaglardi in Victoria., he agreed to extend and complete roads into camp 

June 7- First Board of Directors met at United Church Manse on Haliburton street in Nanaimo 
Chairperson - R. Moses 
Secretary - Jack Fisher 
Members - Dennit Bryson 

Allen Crew 
Bruce Coleman 
Larry Larson 

Selective logging - road churned - clause that no trees be removed without Miss Moores written 
Pennission ( altho this was an apparently an understanding no written confinnation of this has been 
found ) 

Rev. Moses and Laura Butler went to Victoria to calm Miss Moore down and prevent a court case 

1960: Cultus Lake, Ocean Park , Moorecroft, ( COM ) coordination of programs, training etc. 
1961: Standard Practice Manual compiled 
1962: 38th Conference Commission to study Church camping in B.C. 
1964: 40th Conference Commission Reported, Camps assigned to Presbyteries 

Moorecroft Total income approximately $11,000.00; largest camp was 80; 96 leaders over the 
summer 
Leadership Problems 
Directors Cabin was built 
Presbyterian Camp used facilities in August 
Rev. Harold Wingfield on Camp Committee 

1965: First Camping Conference Recommend Full Time Secretary; paid Leadership where required 
1966: 7 Leaders hired for 6 weeks and sent to camps where required 
1967: Canlp Fees: 7 days $ 20.00; 8 days $22.00; 9 days $ 24.00 

United Church Report on Camping 

I� 



1967-68: C.O.M. Committee: Cultus Lake, Ocean Park and Moorecroft, combined committee to oversee 
the three camps 
Camps, locations, dates, leadership training, capital improvements, publicity and brochures 
( camps were talking about the same problems we are talking about today (1993)) 

1968: Harold and Catherine Kennedy hired 
1 st phase of dyke extension built at cost of $ 991. 00 
Preparation of site for Splash House # 2 
Walk in cooler installed 
Qualicum Builders Supply donates 1959 Pontiac panel truck 
Old buildings near playing field torn down, log building retained 
Wages: Manager and Cook- $ 50.00; Asst. Cook- $31.00; Jr. Asst. Cook- $25.00; Groundsman
Groundsman $27.00, Waterfront Director- $27.00 

1969: Scouts build cableway across Arab Cove 
Splash House # 2 behind cabins 8 and 9 built at cost of $ 8,100.00 
Miss Moore dies at age 75 
450 campers ( down 60 ), 89 leaders 

1970: Moorecroft withdraws from C.O.M., creates own programs etc. 
40 - 50 people attending work parties 
Old school Bus purchased for $ 125.00, Outboard moter for $ 400.00 

1971: Harold Kennedys death April 7th, Catherine carries on 
Plans for winterizing buildings 
Leader in Training programs 

1972: Aquire Dining Hall, Nurses Cabin, Lodge, Caretakers house, Splash House # 1, Green Room, and 
Directors Cabin 

1973: Recommend full time Director, ordained 
1974-75: New camps: Sailing, Pack, Sf. Boys, Sr. Girls 
1976: Presbytery Committee along with Camp Reps look into purchase of 14 acres next to playing field, 

Agreement drawn up and questionaire circulated through Presbytery seeking views on future of the 
camp 
Decision to purchase land completed by december 
McMillan Bloedel Chemainus Division donate truck ( Big Mac ) 

1977: Purchase 14 acres - Square meter - $ 5.00 
Salmon Barbecue raises $ 124.00 
Property Fund repays $ 28,000.00 on loans. $ 35,000 paid to finalize sale 
Music Camp attracts 100 campers, total summer registration 342 

1980: Camping fees raised to $ 44.00 
Change from Salmon Barbecue to "Souper Supper" 
Long Range Planning Committee formed 
Liability Insurance increase 63 % 

1981: Bus bought from S.D.# 68 for $ 2,860.00 
Jim Yardley Report - 11 campsites. Current market value, exclusive of buildings, lies between 
$6,824.00 and $ 8,849.00. Kwomais and Moorecroft sites are most valuable and together represent 
60% of the total value of all camp properties 
Waterfront Lease renewed 
Conference requests payment of taxes paid on our behalf 
Fibreglass sabot purchased, $ 350.00 

1982: Float built; 
Keenagers Camp started; Senior Girls camp cancelled 
Cabin sponsors and maintainance 
Statement of Purpose written 
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Statement of Purpose written 
1983: Cabin # 2 built funded by Ladysmith Chemainus 

Cabin # 3 winterized by Comox 
Reunion of Directors and Leaders, 44 persons attend. 
Coordinator hired for four months at $ 1000.00/month plus housing 
Camp fees $ 80.00 
65 youth at Work Weekend 
33 Leaders and Resource persons at Leaders in Training 
258 summer campers 
Remission of 1983 taxes approved 

1984: Assessment $ 1,065,000.00 
Dr. Bob McClure speaks at Long Range Planning committee event 
Camp fees $ 85.00 
85 youth and leaders at Work Weekend, 11 at LIT, 240 persons at Open House 
Cabin #1 built funded by Brechin 
B.C. Camping Association Accreditation 
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1985: Cabin # 3 replaced by Comox congregation 
1985 or 6: Fees raised to $ 96.00 

258 persons attend Open House 
1986: B.C. Conference renegotiates for 30 year Foreshore Lease to 2016 

B.C.Camping Association Accreditation process started 
Adventure Playground built 
Pack Camp cancelled 

1987: 30 year Foreshore Lease paid 
BCCA 1 year Interim Accreditation 

1988: Reunion 
Garage Sale 
LR Planning Committee proposes full time Director 
Project 2000 proposed 
Dining Hall named Stringer Hall in Memory of Dave Stringer 
Catherine Kennedy retires, Dianne and Les Caswell hired as caretakers 

1989: Cabin 7 built by Brechin Church congregation 
Blue Bus sold 

Overdraft 
1990: Jacoba and Glen Kawahara hired as Caretakers 

Assessed at $ 1,421.000.00 
BCCA 3 year Accreditation 

Wheel Chair ramp ( dining hall ) built by Chemainus congregation 
Miss Moores cabin refurbished by St. Andrews, Port Alberni congregation. 
Entrance sign built and erected 
310 summer campers, 23 precampers 

1991: Cabins # 1 and 2 winterized by Chemainus 
257 summer campers, 22 precampers 
Chemainus congregations funds winterizing of cabins 1 and 2 
National camping conference 
BC Camping Conference 

Camp Committee Fall Retreat 
Volunteer staff training Program 

1992: Cabin # 8 built by Trinity Congregation 
Skipsey Lake built and stocked with trout 

New workshop built 
Committee System 
Young Adult Camp and Pack Camp started 
261 summer campers, 33 precampers 

1993: Camp Policy and Procedures Manual revised 
Malaspina Forestry students inventory timber 
Bought 5 new rowboats, another boat donated, 2 clinkers repaired 

Copy machine donated by Brechin church 
55 vinyl mattress covers purchased with funds from Dew's and other groups 
LIT summer training 
lnt. Boys and lnt. Girls camps combined to Co-ed 
Jr. Co-�d started 
351 summer campers, 9 precampers 
Work started on Splash House # 2 
Fall Craft Retreat started 
Visioning retreat held 
Assessed at $ 1,821,000.00 (Including buildings at $ 118,000.00) 
Cabin # 3 winterized by Comox congregation 

1994: Kennedy Lodge and Splash House # 2 upgraded 
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1994: Kennedy Lodge and Splash House # 2 upgraded 
Spring Craft Retreat started 
Novice Camp started 
Leadership Training Exchange event at Naramata 
Moorecroft Cards for sale, art work by Margaret Adams 
BCCA 3year accreditation 

Joint Visioning Committee with Presbytery formed 
341 summer campers, 39 precampers 

1995: Designated Donation Fund started 
Jacoba and Glen Kawahara leave 
Sue Luoma interim Caretaker/Coordinator 
Roger Bleakley Dedication Service of Kennedy Lodge fireplace 
Moorecroft 2000 Fund started 
Host October Presbytery 
425 summer campers, 29 precampers 

1996: Executive Director position established, Heather Dunn-Kinsmen hired 
$ 42,000 Net from sale of logged timber 
Summer camper numbers unavailable 

1997: Operational Planning workshop held 
Septic field for Directors and First Aid cabins replaced to meet code standards 
Pastoral Oversight visit 
Archaeology dig 
Collection ofUPC'S started for campership fundraiser 
Accreditation 
Grandma Hoopers playground rebuilt 
Gerry Larsen hired as caretaker 
312 summer campers- unconfirmed, 30 pre-campers 

1998: Moorecroft Camp Commitee moves to MOORECROFT CAMP MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
format 
New fireplace built in Miss Moores cabin 
Roof replacement on Stringer Hall, Kennedy Lodge, Office, and old porch (Rotary funds and labour) 
Jerryann Hamilton hired as Office worker 4 hrs/day, 4days/week 
346 summer campers, 13 precampers 

1999: Consultant Ron Maines hired to do Longe Range Planning Study, funded by B.C. Conference 
Kitchen hot water tank replaced 
Roof replacement on 3A, Fern Cottage, Splashhouse # 1 and furnace room 
Trolley line deemed unsafe and taken down, not replaced 
Former Caretaker Mrs Kennedy died October 30 
Charily Bazaar at Woodgrove 
New floor in Craft Hut 
Some cabins repainted 
Plywood placed on all bunkbeds 
269 summer campers- unconfirmed, 18 precampers 

2000: Moorecroft 2000 Fund Created 
Kilometer of Coins fundraiser started for waterfront and sports equipment 
Policy Manual revised 
Executive Director Stewart Tracey hired 
New Position - Office Staff Person; Valerie Johnstone hired 
Kitchen renovated, rented dishwasher installed, new refrigerator, stoves reconditioned 
Market Study and Feasibility Study completed 
December Turkey Dinner Fundraiser held 
Chocolate Bar sales fundraiser started 
210 summer campers- unconfirmed, precampers unknown; no Family Camp held 

2001: Presbytery forgives $ 1000.00 loan 
BIowdown timber milled 

Pastoral Oversight visit 
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New beds in staff rooms, Miss Moores, Directors, Coordinators, First Aid, and Caretakers house. 
Dining Hall painted inside 
Shawn Dobson hired as Asst. Executive Director 
Fun Fair held 
Hole in One Golf Tournament held 
Stewart Tracey left, Shawn Dobson hired as General Manager 
Estate Bequest 
Upgrade and repair of electrical distribution system 
Frisbee course added 
2 year accreditation 
Strategic Planning meeting held 
Estimated number of campers 325 unconfirmed; no Family Camp held 

2002: Long Range Plan presented at Presbytery and approved in principle; presented to Conference 
Executive and turned down 
Large deficit at year end resulted in termination of all staff 
$ 3,718.00 loan from Presbytery to pay staff severence 
258 summer campers ( may not include 27 people at Family Camp ) 

2003: February 10 Moorecroft Camp registered as a non-profit Society and Board of Directors formed 
Board members: E.Patricia Crehan, David L. Courtice, Barbara E. MacDonald, A.L.Bertha Abma 
and Joan M Ryan 
Presbytery appoint Marilyn Huffman as Liason person to the Board 
Accreditation Pending 
Fred Smith hired as Camp Manager 
Some lumber sales 
207 summer campers, including unknown number of precampers; no Family Camp held 

2004: Presbytery loan repaid 
New range hood and Fire Suppression system installed, one stove replaced with large multi rack 
oven 
Roof relaced on caretakers house and inside painted 
Cabin # 3 repainted inside and out by Powell River congregation 
Cabin # 4 repainted outside by Campbell River congregation 
Stringer Hall exterior upgraded with painted cedar siding started by Carol Bieber and Volunteers 
Haida Kristianson Camp Manager 
Office position begun again, Amar Grewal 
New position - Program Manager Katrina Mallon 
Caretakers Ward and Melanie Norcutt hired 
1 year Provisional accreditation BCCA 
First time United Church Accreditation process, Provisional accreditation 
B.C. Conference contracts with Derek Evans to assess all B.C. United Church camps 
and make recommendationsfor the future of outdoor ministry in the "Camping Futures Report" 

Presbytery appoints Wilda Cottam Spiritual Advisor to the Board 
257 summer campers including unknown number of precampers 

2005: Derek Evans Report recommends closure and sale of Moore croft camp 
Presbytery appoints Supervisors to work with Moorecroft Board for 2005 season 
Lorrie Curwood hired as Camp Manager 
Joanna Dudley Officeworker 
Program Manager Sonja Bay 
Caretakers, Melanie and ward Norcutt leave, Catherine and Brad Callawaert hired 
Tree swing tree removed due to safety issues 
Grandma Hoopers playground equipment upgraded, some removed 
" Camping Futures Report" discussions ongoing 
Conference requires Presbytery to appoint Spiritual, Financial, Personnel, and Physical Plant 

supervisors for the summer program 
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Wilda Cottam resigned as Spiritual Advisor to the Board, Christine WeIch appointed 
Minor upgrades to Splash Houses and Playground area 
Presbytery extends a maximum $ 10,000 Line of Credit for Nov.12005 to May 31,2006 

Friends of Moore croft-Reconstruction committee approved as a sub committee of the Board 
New Mission Statement: Moorecroft seeks to be inclusive of all in our mission to serve God, 
Church and community; to promote spiritual growth and foster faith; to provide leadership and 
fellowship in a safe haven. 

United Church Accreditation 1 year Provisional 
2006: Mooreccroft Alumni list compiled 

Cabin 10 floor rebuilt, boat dock and ramp repaired, deck at office door repaired, 
Sale of clinker boat 
Open House held 
164 Society members in May 
United Church 1 year Accreditation 
Camp Manager Lorrie Curwood 
Officeworker Valerie Johnstone 
Program Manager Sonja Bay 
Camp Chaplain Maureen Sirett 
"Camping Futures Report" discussions ongoing 

2007: Presbytery appoints a Negotiating Committee to meet with conference regarding the future of 
Moorecroft 
Silent Auction fundraiser 
Moorecroft supporters take part in " The Great Walk " fundraiser 
BCCA 1 year Accreditation 
United church 1 year Accreditation 
Family Camp held 
Camp Manager Carla Flegel 
Officeworker Valerie Johnstone 
Program Manager Bronwyn McNeill 
Moorecroft Supporters Rally held 
Presbytery fall session supports "in principle" sale of camp property - with conditions attached 

2008: Presbytery spring session sends negotiating committee back to the table with BC Conference for 
Further planning. Motion to sell north (waterfront) lot and retain south lot, with Conference to 
Relinquish title d efeated 55-7 at fall session of Presbytery. Joint committee with Presbytery folks 
and persons from the Moorecroft Camp Society Board to come up with a new plan. 
Camp Manager Chuck Jensen 
Officeworker Alyson Lanfear 
Program Manager Jessica Paquette 
Silent Auction fundraiser 
Camp Chaplain Maureen Sirett 
"Mothers and Others " camp introduced 
BCCA 1 year provisional A ccreditation 
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MOCRECROFT CAMP L970 i 

1\ 
ONCE YOU HAVE BEEN A. CA1\.!1PER; 

Tf-l.Elii SOMETHDTG HAS COME TO STAY 

DEEP DJ YOUR HEART FOREVER 

I VniICH NOTHING CAN TAKE AWAY; 

AND JIEA \lEN CAN ONLY BE REA \lEN 

WITH A CAMP IN irMCH TO PLAY. 
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1.. Powdered milk 
2. Bulk chees'e 
3. Hushroom soup 
4. Tomato soup 
5. Tomato juice 
6. Tomatoes canned 
7. Tomato paste 
8.. Creamed corn 
9.. ..t'ancake mix 
1.0. l:lour 

2/50 
15 Ib 
2/48 

2/48 
2/48 

2/50 
2/100 
1/5 

l!lU 
20 .. 45 
19 .. 66 
11.86 

8.18 
6.36 
8.08 

27.50 
10.09 
14�13 

9.75 
2.97 

--t-i.·1i 
(g.2,,·66) 
24 97 
12.39 

9.85 
7.91 

10.72 
19 .. 10 (D) 
14.21 
16.31 

9.95 ; 
3.77 

OI(iD�"R ritJ 
16741 
583302 
129072 
129098 
10099.0 

112151 
111112 
111476 
075580 
079350 \ 
260729 11. Baking powder -

1.2.. 'vIhi te sugaf __ 
1.3.. Oa tme 8.1 

2-6/10 to be supplied 
4.64 

for 1975 
5.33 
S.5S (D) 
7.05 

045a03 
026765 
025106 
025080 

14. Rice 
15.. l'1acaroni 
l6. Spaghetti 
17. Puffed Wheat 
18. Graham wafers 
19.· Crackers 
20. �pple sauce 

1/25 
1/20 
1/20 
6/20 

21$ Solid pack apples 
22. }'rui t salad 
23. J.:eaches 
24.pPineapple 
25. Plums 
26. Grapefuit JUlce 2/48s 
27. Hot dog relish 
28. Hamburger relish 

f/29.. f1ust8.rd 
30 .. Jpm i/30 
31.Peanut butter 6/64 
32. Cocoanu� 1/10 
33 Blueberry pie fill 
34.. Cherry pie fill 
35. I�Iarshmal10\{s� 
36. Tuna fish 
37. Split peas 
38 • .2::ldney beans 
39.. iiJhi te beans 
40.1:'aper towels 
4&¥exJavex 
42. Tide 
43. Liq. Deter. 
44. Brooms 
45. Pine Oil 
46. Chore girl 
470 Noodles 

1/10 
1/10 
1/10 
30 rolls 

6/128 
8/80 
8/64 
6 

4.gal 
36 

48. Toilet paper 
49. Brol-Tn sugar 1/100 

50 Ibs Carrots, bulk pack 
1 case lettuce 
1 case cabbage 
1 Case celery 
25 Ibs onions 

9 .. 91 
6.05 
6.05 

6.57 
6.57 
9.21 

11.89 
9.98 

10 .. 04 
8.71 
8.72 
6.22. 
5.72 
5.93 
1.51 
12.22 
14.98 

6 .. 68 
10 .. 59 
13.35 

18.57 

18.44 
4.31 

18.16 
8.S2 

12.11 
12.36 

21.30 
34.82 

5 100 Ib sacks potatoes, (Calif \rJ:gite) 
Cheese :slices 4i5 - 5 .. 10 

7.05 

8.38 
8 .. 38 

12.39 
12.08 
15.73 
14 .. 50 
15.08 
13 .. 20 

7.19 
7.61 
8.7� 

f?i:�Y 
17,,03 

8.78 
11.16 
14 .. 32 

25.04 

22.13 
4.90 

19.78-
10.51 
14.33 
14.21 

23.65, 
27.32 

5.98 

04�� 
034199 
034066 
092437 
092528 
093344 
093690 
094383 
094565 
097071 

005140 
0051�2 
368282 
141531 
152835 
254854 
139063 
139071 
426577 
118067 
217406 
216820 
016873 
602045 
179531 
193326 
193433 
611657 
180760 
184069 
024927 
600122 
081562 

580811 

j., :; ,1 



MOqmCRm CAMP .. 

BAKOO GOODS· 
P?. - 100 lb. bags RoJpin Hood flota 

100 .l}.l4t bUlk pancake .ux 
100 lb. yellow (brown) sugu 
.100 lb. white sugar 
51ba. MagiO BakingPewdu (tin) 

" :' , . .  i· V.12.10.:dat. (bulk)! 
j,..-12 Ib. �aidns(bulk) 

CANNEp GOOOS 

SHOPPnp LIST 

·J>l case (48 .. 6oz.) By� the Sea tuna 
2 cases Mwm:tOtIQ soup (12 - 48oz.) 
2ceses Tomato soup (12... 4SQ�h) . 
2 cases (l2 - 48G2I .. ) Haint tomtito juice 
1 aasE!"fiDled e_ri (6 - lOOoz,,) 
1 $�J$e ,'tomatoes (6 .. 100oz.) 1'03$8 tomato paste (6 ... 100 oz.) 

_._��Jx..�al!' can Q\:llk bluebt�»y pie filling 
l ... 25lJ);-""can 'bulk eheny-pi-e filling 
1 case (6 - 100 pa.) applesauce 
1 case " blue ,lums ' 
1 case " SQlld pack apples 
1 case » 2-fruit salad 
2 cases " peaches , 
1 Gsse ft eru6hed pineapple 
2 cases (12 ... 48Qz) unsweetened g-rspefEult juice 

2 - au lb. paeka�e Robin HOOd oats 
1 case (6 -20oz) melepain puffed wheat 
6 -2lb •. -lJicg<l Red RlVft c •• al t ease Com Flaked (wgest boxes) t case Rlce- Cjispies i largest Boxes) 

CRAQ9mS 
12 .. 1 lb. pkg. salted soda crackns 
1 case grapham wafers 

PRIca 1276 

..:1/.ya, 
3:t..� . 3 jt ll .��::r ;;'0 , . 

'K� ' .  

,e; <' .;)17 
501 6�' 

.:L0'j 110'; 
).(" >' S·'1i 
.,:) ,.. .!J. 4-5 

1:1)( 6-] 
;';;,t: 6'3 

y,c 1.;)7 -
6f /d1 
::J y I.�i.

/Q."ill�-
I Cl.. y: -1 'i 

/:),Li..fdt.J/';"'·· ;J�"}'Jh"- f'1r, 

/;2><7'1 - J.,-1(t( 
F d){ 173 .- /li.,.'i!J..�1 hll'l 

il S-i) J 



Mooreuoft Gamp" - Shopping List Page a 

DAIRY 
PRICE 197§ 

V3 :�se8 hallie Milk (:r9. s1m tin) 
80 lb. bulk pack powcIQ'ed milk 

.1ft tJ-t'! 
.d'X::;"'p, ltv? {.it) 

40 Ib .. aed1_ cheddar cheese 
24 lb.. hulk cheese slices 
4) lb.: shortening (bulk, tin if possible) 

V {jJrMl� �}7J�, q!}!-7 
JAMS. lITe. 
1 30 lb. paU apple/stJ'awbery jam 1 30 11> pail p�anut butter 

v-l 30 Ib pail honey 

FAlER P&OPUCTS 

:J..iJc 
h;J..·9G 
�./.})g 

2 CASES (96 ROLL) toilet pape (least expensive brand) .... �_?;..., ..... 9_�_ 
1 _¢a�e paper towels (30 pe case) , . u:,z 68 . I t!-u-�;LZ:.-clL-'-;'F-�':;'>J.£'\... '-hOLlv.-)2.-c:",v:"i 
PASTA. 

1 - 20 lb box macaroni 
1 - 20 lb.. box spaghetti 
1 - 20 lb. box noodles 

PICWiS 
2 ... 128 e�h hot dog :relish 
1; case < 2 .. 128 02:.) Heinz l1l\lStud 
1 case U hamburger reli.sh 
� case ketchup 

--2; l� o:ih vegetable oil �(l�v'\..; 
PRODUCE 

25 lb. onions j..' 6"0 L� 
500 lb" potatoes (California white) 
50 lb. carrots 
1 ease celery 
1 case lettuce 
1 case cabbage 

'r6H\t,\\Ct� '"20 \� 

,0.,.. ?i-f3 -

/6"" ,)..)'/ 

. /.;' - 4'111"1. 
/,' -,., '-- It{) �iVJ 
(it!.i,5iLc 

il..l-,;·a:/!JL. 
11./ - {("�,C) rr 

;).c ;--1 {) ;v TC l,./l/K 
? . ,  ti(o ,/:1}£ 6 

....;y/-7�·� 
"(y 1.95-

;l� 'FJ/ji:" 
02>< :J.{'l 

{.1..: 9'? -
/.7.y'7 Y 
� 'f-3-y '1 .---

Ld i"f II .A1· 
t!. Ht:./� "'Irife. 
�'$·I'I.... (:10';8 II) 
If rJf...iAli)il. 
L;...'·F. 



Moorecroft Camp S�pin9 List 
Page 3 

SOAPS, ETC. 

1 eElS' Sunlight liguid detergent 
1 ease TirAe leu.ney . de

.
:tergent (8 ... 80 oz) 

1 CElS� (6 - 128 oz) bleach 
4 gal� PinG$ol disinfectant 

DR:qn<s. 

:2. cases (48 oz tina) apple juice- ._; /, , s;./:.,-,j-c-- -11..'- .... 

2 cases {12 - 16oz.) Angelos mushmallows 
12 COl'n brooms 
30 lb. small white beans (dried) /Ji!. (JL.�-h.,<:'- ..£.{:1:� ?/'Y" 
TUCK SHOe Ql!IiR 
:2. cases - 48 pkg_ Nalleys potato chips (smallest) 
4 boxes (little pkg) Ch�e$ies 
4 boxes " Plant�r$ Peanuts 
6 boxes 

tr 
" 
" 

if 

� 24 :regular Nielsen Jersey Milk Chocolate " Mars B�s " Lowney Bridge Mixture " Glosette Peanuts " Cb Helu'y 

� {keep on-nand} 
Red kidney beans - 50 lb 
medivm sweet cocoanut - 10 lb. 
long grain rice - 25 lb. 
yellow split peas - 10 lb. 
chore girls ... 48. en: 24 2's 

PRICE 1976 

IJ':>·fv 
;'t.,-S-.{ 

o<r-� 
2 /t; )L) 
f� '6> &t; 0lf:�6 
..t K· &'l> 

//3 f··L ;<� 
l"'L � J .�/)· 
(,,,\>j- -
;3 '/ ./.�6 

/ r! ,[,'J-t ;) L/ is . if) , �?(1 "_,�,, /'(1:1) f I 

I.� Y. tJ f/7 
��'),� Gf 

,. C l'" f;; 
f;4�� 
I..) 'r:.' 3:s 
).'1 y I':. 



LINES OF CO}�lUNICATION 

-IvlOORECROFT CANP 

c.. (). iY'o. If CAMP 

JvIOORECROFT 

CAlvIP COMHITTEE 

MANAGER 
'.1 Co. - 0 r�'\A""'�C- _.< .1 It PIRS. KII r 

/ 
\ / 

DIRECTOR 
& 

CO-DIRECTOR 

I 
CABIN 

COUNSELLOR 
(Leader-in

Training) 

/K' 
I i I 

I . 'V 

CAMPERS 

. ! �"", _c 

, - � PADRE j 
-/ 1-"<\ 

\ -



.�.: •. =-.: .;: .. 

..... : 

.. : 

MOORECROFT CAMP STATEMENT 
SUMMER OPERAT IOI - 191 6  

Reg i stra tion 
Ca SQ Cl.l Mea 1 s 9 etc . 
Tuck Sllo-p 
Offerfng. 

,�amp Staff 
foo�l & Tuck 
T"'ln,spor'tat 1 @� 
W .. C .. 8 .  
Phone 
l.ight & Power 

, 'Hea t 
Q1'fiee & t U scel 1 a neous First Aid Supplfes  Deilit ions ( Off&I' 'f ng l 

NET INCOME 

1975 

$ 50 .. 38 
8AHK BAlANCE ,  Janua ry 1 »  1916 

tRANSFERRED 'TO t1£ft£R·�\;::)����U.HT . 
aAN � 8ALANCE , O�t&mber 31 . 191 6  

1 9 1 .. 

$12 . 300 .. 00 218 . 58 1 , 228 . 41 �91 .. 24 $14 ,038 .. 29 

$ 5 , 542 .. 1 1  
5 . 488 .. 04 

6(),6 .. 38 
43 .. 1 0  

154 .. 19 
265 .. 21 
3 58 . 11 
1 11 . 1 4  

1 1  .. 1 1  
291 . 24 

$ 1 903� L 68 
691 . 86 

$ 1 . 131 .. 54 
1 ,000 .. 00 

.$ 731 .. 54 



-'"' 

Balance to Sept. 19/77 

INCOM§ 
Fees 

Donations� Sports aquip_$ swing set 
Telephone refunds 

Vehicle Ins.. retunds 

Food sales 

Transfer from C.U. 
Summer Aoct • .  � paid expenses 

EXPENSE§ 

Telephone 

Hydro 
Garbage 
Liability fuso 
Land Lease 
Rope 
Misc. 
Property payment 
Taxes 

R. Sooffield -tees 

Balance 'Ie oat. 24/77 

PROfERT! AC&!QIDil: 
Purchase price 
Survey tees -approx. 

Expenses to data 

300.00 

149.92 
206, 88 

36t600aOO 
2_ 200.00 

220 ,,00 
399720•00 

Need to raise appro� $4a 542.00 

386.00 

1.34.48 

16. 52 
228.00 

47.70 
510.00 

• :1:,,068.81 

2, 391. 51 

40.00 
2.33.05 

18.00 
275.00 

50.00 
11024 
11.00 

Gifts 
Interest 

MeM. Fund 

���/ �· ,�. �/ 
399.17 

2,391$51 
2. 790 .68 

1.295.09 
1,492'15<2 

.. , 

18,.337.81 
1, 839 .. 87 

J.�hOOOoOO 
35,177.00 

Ha.ve �,;OO.OO in outstanding loans but have approx $2, 200.00 Q"U. balance 
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;"\10()R E C RO F  r j�� ��"f{ :" ;� �_ f\ �. ;}(� ;;"�� "'� 'r ��� f� i �� �i �} 
__ • ..-v ___ �_� ....... _ __  " �  ____ • ___ ""'_""' _____ "' __ __ _ 

We l oo k  bac k to t he 1 9 7 6  a c t i v i t i e s a t  Mo o r ec r o f t  wi t h  some 
s a t 1 s fac t i on and S Dm e  c o n c ern g bu t a l s o  wi t h - tha n kfu l nes s t hat 
s o  ma ny peo p l e  ha v e  i n v e s t ed t ime a nd ta l e n t  i �  the prog ramme s 
h e l d a t  t h e  C am p . We f e e l  i t  h� s been a c e n t r e  fo r Chr i s t i a n 
c o n c e r n  a�d for ou t r e a c h  i nt o  the a r ea s s e r v ed by o u r  P re s byt e r y . 

9.gR _ SU!"lMF.I� P,ROG..!'tAf1M! : 
Ma e Pagd i n �  o u r l ea d e r s h i p  c omm i t t ee c ha i rma n report s : 

8 c�m.f!.!: 
�. 7 1  1 ed d e r s  

8 l ea d e rs - i n - t ra i n 1 ng 
� 3 0 0  c amper s ,  

T h e  l ea d e r s h i p weekend wa s most suc c e s s fu l . J im E l l i ott g a v e  
outs tand i ng l ea d e rs h i p  for t h i s .  

We a re g r a t efu l to the l eaders a n d  t o  t he d i recto r s  for a l l 
t he i r  wo r k  and p � a nfi i ng . 

Ca th e r i n e  Kennedy o n c e ag a i n p l ayed t h e  ma j o r  ro l e  i n  t be 
s umme r  prog V'amm� , S he wa s a b l y  su pport e<l by the s umme r s ta ff a nd 
the v o l u nteer h e l p of Jean B l ea k l ey .  

The f i na nc i a l s ta t ement fo r t he summe � � p r e pa red by J i m  R o b e r t s o n , 
s hows that we h a d  a n  opera t i ng ba l a nce o f  $ 1 � 03 9 . 68 .  
PROGRP.�l1E OPJ.JNG. THJ: RESt. 9£_ THE . '{�Afl: 

Chu rc h g r- O U P $  u s i ng c a m p  
Congreg a t i ona l p i c n i c s 
Ot i'HH"' g rou p s  
E s t i ma ted nam b e r  o f  cam p e r  d a y s  

OTlif.1L.tjIGHLH;HTS :  
- We b�u9 n t  a n ew � a n , 

1 6  
3 

3 2  
5 , 803 

- W€ had a a cr ummy � d ona ted by MacM i l l a n B l oe d e l . 
- F o u r  b oa t s  wer e d o nated t o  t he camp _ 
� Ma ny p eo p i e c ame fo rwa rd wi th the offer o f  a $ l �OOO l oa n  to hel p 

u s  pu rcha s e  the Cl ayton p r o p e r ty beh i nd the p l ay i ng f i e l d �  
- Many g i fts o f  f rv i t  a n d v eg e t a b l es w e r e  g ra t�fu l 1 y  rec e i v ed o v e r  

t h e  $ummef' � 
The tJ r.;oo k i e ti prog ramme { 5 0 d oz e n  c oo k i e s from ea c h  congregat i on }  

wa s ag a i n s uc c e s s fu l  a nd v e ry wo� t hwh i l e o  
� 6 0  new ma tt r e s s es have been purcha s ed � 
- The  d 1 n i ng r o om roo f  has  been re- s h1 ng l ed .  
- A boat hou s e  and a g a ra g e  have been ad d ed to o u r  bu i l d i �9 S J  

I wcu l d  l i ke to say a v e ry rea l thankyou to ev e ry � @mbe� of 
t h e  comm i tt�e , e s p e c i a l l y  to C a t her i ne KerH'u:dY l< �ho ma kes ev e ryone 
. _  . ... 1 ..,. ",,,,.a '" <!o J�_" HH I'�"'" ... :-. � '*" 
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A C a l l F rom Moo rec roft J A N UARY 1977 

Over the past 22 years the face and faci l ities of C a m p  Moorecroft have c h anged, but 
the pu rpose is sti l l  the sa m e .  I t  has been recogn ized as a place of beauty and retreat, where 
serious m a tters a re thou ght out, a n d  loads of fu n and growi n g  experiences take place.  Can 
you put you r  m i nd back to w he n  you were there? Remember the out ings i n  the boats, the 
c a m pfires,  perhaps a "sl eep-out" when no one sl ept m uch,  a treasure h u nt, or j u st p l a i n  
log-sitt ing or wandering a ro u n d  at l o w  t i d e  . . .  e a c h  o f  u s  has a p leasant memory o f  a 
week at c a m p .  

T h e  h istory of the c a m p  i n cl u des t h e  hard work o f  Bob Moses, Den net B ryson ,  E rn ie 
J ac kson, B ru ce C oleman,  A l l e n  C rewe, a n d  many nameless i n d ividuals  u n der the u m bre l l a  
o f  t h e  U n ited C h u rc h  o f  C a n a d a  who helped w ith t h e  p u rc hase a n d  bu i l d- u p  of fac i l it ies 
so that you could spend a happy t i m e  there as a cam per. (Remember the good meals?) .  

S ince the beg i n n in gs i n  the m id 1 950's, n i n e  new bui ld-
i n gs have been added a n d  some of them winterized . New 
boats, a bus,  a new van and a tru ck have been acqu i red . 
T hese faci l it ies have a l l owed the C a m p  to be used as a base 
for outings,  a f a l l  a n d  w i n ter meet i n g  pl ace for P resbytery 
a n d  c h u rc h  congregations,  a n d  u se i n  the spring by c lass 
groups from local sc hool d istricts. It is a great p lace for 
look i n g  inside ou rselves, for a c lose look at enviro nmental 
harmony and for exa m i n i n g  G od's many p u rposes for people.  

M rs .  K e nnedy (our M rs .  "K")  has made her home in the 
Caretaker's cottage at the C a m p  entrance.  Work partie: 
come and go w ith her blessing, and the leaky roofs and d ra i n  
p its are sti l l  being patched a n d  watc hed . Moorecroft con
t i n u es to be the rou g h  jewel in the crown of the church,  and 
G od cont i nues to work through H is most i m portant creation, 
n a m ely P E O P L E .  

T h e  C a m p  C o m mittee have watched w ith concern the 
g rowth of popu l ation nearby, and e n q u i red w hat cou l d  be 
done to ensure the privacy of the c a m p .  The vu l nerable spot 
for development was the edge of the u p per playing f ie ld,  and 
so a n  option to p u rc hase this raw l a n d  was obtained from 
the owner.  Look at the map,  a n d  you w i l l  see that th is piece 
a lso strai ghtened out the property l i n e  of the existing 75 
acres. T h e  cost of this b u ffer zone is about $40,000, and 
d ec is ion to purchase was made i n  D ecem ber 1 976. 

The C a m p  Comm ittee invite you to share in this neces
sary i n vestment for tom orrow's c a m pers. We want all who 
Come to continue to enjoy cam p activities without res idential 
development overshadow i n g  the area. 

The Com m ittee hopes that you w i l l  respond w ith a 
contribution to the Moorecroft A ppeal C o m m i ttee in you r  
a rea, or thro ugh you r  l o c a l  churc h  treasurer, or d i rectly to 
M rs .  R .  Atwel l , 2935 W i ldwood D rive, Nanaimo.  Receipts 
w i l l  be issued for tax pu rposes . 

Make a l l  cheques or money orders payable to "Moore
c roft C a m p " .  Post-dated chequ es or a regu lar monthlv 
amou nt wou ld be most acceptab le .  

P.s .  - B e  sure t o  drop i n  to the Camp i f  you are o n  Vancouver Island. A ll ex-campers a n d  interested people 
are welcome! 
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CALL I N G ALL CAMP E R S  AN D Mqp�e�&�P�TteJ'\fPur�r�R�lci\l'Ship 
A G ET-TO G E T H E R  w i l l  be held in you r  a rea at 

Sunday Feb . 27th, 5 = JO - 6 = JO p . m .  
on 

505 - 6th S t .  Courtenay , B . C .  

JJLj·-2858 

program. Ex-Campers � futuro Cempers A re in'ili ted , along "Ii th 
all  interested people. 

Ian Potts 

Chairman, Local Camp Committee 
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HAS PuRcHASED��.rRES OF' __ BUSH 
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PERPETRATED UNDER THE GR� �;r., OF l\tIOORECROFT , Fe?rUary� ,r of our Lord 197 
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CHAPTER 3 

THE 1980' S 

FROM THE KITCHEN 

Recommendations for next year: 

CLEAN UP DUTIES FOR EACH MEAL 

Each individual group member helps (cabin group designated for clean up) 
Until ALL are finished. 

1 :  Clear & wipe tables; sweep the floor. 

2 :  Rinse & wash dishes & wipe; put away in cupboards. 

3 :  Rinse & wash pots, pans & cutlery; put away in correct places. 

4: Wipe up kitchen area. 

3 5  
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8 . 0 CONC L US I ONS 

,/ 

1. The Uni ted ChUI  c r  own s W o f · th e  1 1  camp s i tes \'Jl1 i c l1 i t  G �h; r-(ttes i n  B .  C .  
HH3 Con f�r':mce hf . .  : (l :.:; 1 e ga.l t i t l e to fo ur o f  the s Hes . ::: ("es byteries own 

Ql,two s Hes . Con gre�ril� f ons ot<m two s ol tes . One s i te i s  ovmed by the _ 

D i v i s i on of Mi s s i on i n  Cana da wh i l e  the t i tl e  hol der to the  remai ni n g  "':.-. 

s i te ( McKenz i e )  wa� n o t  determi ned . 

2 .  The c u rt'en t ma rket va 1 up (excl usi ve o f  bui l di ngs ) o f  a l i camp s i-tes owned 
by the Uni ted Churc h  i n  b .  C .  i s  est i ma ted to l i e between $6 , 824 ;000 and 
$8 ,849,,000 . The Kwomai s  and Moorecroft s i tes are the most �al ua bl e and \.'i 

together rep res ent about 60% of the tota 1 val ue of a 1 1  ca mp properti es . 

3 .  Attendar; r .  at Un it ed Ch urch s ummel"� camps has rema i ned very s thb'�e as  ' a  

whol e o ver the past 1 2  yea rs . On t h e  avera ge 21 93 . persons attend the 
'" 

s wnrre r camps �ach yea r .  The l owes t  attenda n c e  ( i . e . 2086 campers ) was 
recorded i n  1 972 wh i l e  the hi ghest a ttendance ( i . e .  23j3 campers ) was 
recorded i n  1 97 9 .  

4 .  On 1 y  fo u-r campS US1..ki 1 1y o ffer programs for' 80% O t' mo re elf the two month 
s-umme r iJ�� d d i n c !  udi l1'g - ri rcom � i1oorec roft , CuTtus and PY'·i n gl e .  � By 
comp�ri S f' f!ft Si'x (, c HOpS 1-1'('1=- ' p,Y'cgrammed for' l es s  -tL an one month each s t!$,,,2r 

-; p cl ud ; t 'J Grafton r Kwqmats � Nol l i ce Lake , Roc k  Lac k , f'1oKen� i e �and Koof aree . 

5 .  (;n the (.\V"e'ML�e,.. the Uni teCi Church camps rec�) j�d a tota :l oCCUrri:ih�Y of 51 , 445 
car;tpe r� day:' " !ac\ V ea l' .  TFiS ra t e  vf us age equa tes to an aV€ fdge of 1 40 

, Q 
c:; ,:1pers attendi fJ,g the Ca:11ps '· each and every day. of the yea r .  The mos t  
[:2<:: ':; ·l y I.� t i  1 i_zep ·_ camp i s h'Jnma i s  \4iie n� a r '  aVE>ra gt: of 2 7  campe rs use the 
� -j �:c e 0. c n  day ,.: T he n;os t tJ�1d�IC·� u s ed s i  '. -: is Koa) aY'ee \�here a n  9 vel-�ageO of 

. .  ' 
thr2e i::a'ilOd's · use tr>? s tte " ;'1ch d{tv . -

I • •.• • •  • ". 

6 .  "Thf\ s wnrne-r Camp!_Flg p fo g nm i s  the pri mary ..;enant o f  'the camps ,when taken 
;» �; a who \� . , ::Jlipproxi rna tel y 34% of a 1 1  carr�;er- days recorded a t  the camps 
� <', attrtar�,i�::to t h e  s ummer campi ng pro grf'J' . Use by other United Church 
gn: ups a ccounts for' an add i t i on a l  1 0% of the total number of camper days . 
Groups not connected \'l i th .the Un i tGd Chlt'ch thus accoun t for 56% o f  the 
total occupancy re corded at the camps . 
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f ,  Each of the h : ca l camp corr.mi t tees ha5, at some poi nt i n  -its h i s tory .. exami ned 
the theol ogi c a l  ra tiona 1 e  unde rl y i n r;  the cont i n ued exi s tence of the i r camp . 

As a rul e ,  hO'vJeveY' ,  day-to - day o pe r'a t i onal concerns ten d to domi n ate the 
a genda at mos t  commi ttee meet i n 9s .  The con sequence i s  that the commi ttees 

genera l 1 y  l ack concrete p " lim s  for p utti n g  t he 1 r theo 1 o g i ca l  ra t i onal e i nto 
practi ce . 

8 .  As a rul e the 1 0cal camp commi ttees are not wi deiy repl�e5 entati ve i n  te rms 

of membe rshi p of the con gre ga t i ons i n  the geograph i cal area se rved by 
the i r  c amp . Cu l t us i s  a notabl e except i on to th i s  rul e .  The commi ttees 
are des i rous of expand i n g  t fiei l� membev's h i p  i n  order to achi eve broade r 

rep resentati on but fee l th\lIa rted i n  thi s regard by a l ack of response by 
the churc h as a whol e .  

9 .  Accountabi l i ty of the commi ttees -I s genera l l y  q uite l i mi ted a l though the 
commi ttees s t re s s  that thi s i s  not a matte r o f  ch(yj c e  or del i be ra t{-! -i nte n t i o n  
o n  thei r- p a f t o  T h e  comni ttees a n:: �1i l l i r! g  -�o occept o 'Je l"s i gh t  by l ocal  
con gre ga ti o n s  a d  ;ves b./ t:e l'i  e s  [; ,.:t dirfo rtm: a te ly s uch ov":'rsi  gilt i s  not  
fm�thcomi ng G j l  a ny l'egui a r  De s ·i s .  T n  s umnp r-y' th,: 'i �ck  of a ccD unti1b i l i ty 
of the l oc a l  commi ttees (\i�i ses no t because they a ;- e  I r l)na\�i1ys l but l" a ther 
because thsy have been ' o �phaned ' by the l a rger c h urch . 

1 0 .  The Confe rence has a ('ather ten uous E�el ati oil s h i p \>J i th the l ocal  commi ttees . 

Contact i s  i rregu l a r  and haph a za rd .  lhe ro l e  of Confe rence i n  rel ati on to 
the commi ttees i s  n ·l - defi ned . Regu l a r  fe.ce --to·� face contact vw ul d sol i d i fy 
the re l a t i ons fl 'i p between Con fe tel,ce and  the l ocal camp commi ttees . Unfor·� 
tuna tely b udget and staff l i mi tati ons p recl ude s uch contact at present . 

3 8  
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Menu 
Moorecrijft Pack Camp 

1 982 

Sun " Aug .. 22 

'- . 

S au s ag e s  
_ Appl e s aUC e 
; Ri c e  

C ar r ot s  
Pud d in g  ( ln s t . ) 
T e a  
Pe a s  2 l a rg e  

Mon o , Aug " 23  ( 1  r ·  Rolled Oat s 1 3/4 l b .  
Rai s in s  1 Ip . 
Bac on 3 lb � 
Prune s 2 l� G 
C o c oa , T e a  , 

( 2 )  Har d t ack - eJ\J},c;<" c,:) 4 pkg . 
P e anut but t er 1 lb • 

. Jam 
F r e sh appl e s  

-Jui c e  
Cand i e s  ( 3 ) ,  Bolo gna 
D@hy .. Pot B t o @ s  

2 peas  D e hy . Ve g .  
J e l l o  Pud ding 
T e a ,  C o c oa 

( 4 ) C o c oa , T e a  
Har dtack 
Dehy . Apple s 

Tue s .. , Aug .. 24 ( 1 )  C r e am of Whe at 
Rai s in s  
Bac on ( s lic e d ) 
Har d t ac k  
Prun e s  
T e a  

�---, ( 2)  Har d t ac k  
Che e s e  
Jui c e  
Cand i e s  

( 3 )  S oup 
""We i n e r s 

2peas  ' "-·Kr aft Dinn e r .  
Dehy " Appl e s  

( 4)' Rtc-e==fudd irrg 
Rai s in s 

Jtardt ack 
"""------:..---. 

20 
1 92 o z . 
2 lb . 

�t ;�;v� . 4 boxe s c or n 
6 pkg .. 

3 pkg o 
2 sag s 

2i· lb . 
1 �lh 3 10 .  
3 pkg . 
2 Ib .. 

4 pkg . 2 lb . 
1 92 oz : 
2 lb . ��t�: o 
6 �6xe s 
2 l:b .. 
2t l b .. 1 1 b o  
� pkg " 



--- "--' <'�" -- �v.>r··-..r.�-�:-, 

wed .. Aug . 2 5  ( 1 ) Rolled Oat s 1t lb o ,  
Rai sins 1 Ib ;,F 0 "  
Bac on 4 tin s' 

4' E g g s  4 d o z .  ' 
Hardtack 2' pkg ,o 
T e a , C oc oa 

( 2 ) Har d t ack 3 pk g . 
Che e se 2 lb . 
Fig s 2 lb . 
Juic e  1 92 OZ o ...... �, 
Candie s 2 lb . 
Or anges  24 - " .:;'\ 

( 3  ) Stew Heat ( c ooke d )� D( 
Dehy . Pot at o e s  1 box ."'",, 

4 c o rn Cabbag e 2 lar g e  
Stewed Rhubar b ' �" " --- Dr ', (i 

T e a , Cocoa i>:'. i .� 

( 4) Har d t ack 2 pkg . 
Rai sin s 2 l b . 
T e a , C oc oa 

Thur s 0 , Aug . 26 � 1 ) Cr e am of Whe at 2t lb . - - ,  Rai s in s  1 l b .  
d Bac on 3 tins 

.: � .:;::.. ......;.. '. - - E g gs 2 d o z o--�- ' 
Hardt ack 3 pkg o 
De hy . Apple s  2 lb . 
T e a  

( 2-) Har dt,ack 3 pkg .. 
Che e s e  2 lb . 
Apr i c ot s  2 lb . 
Jui c e  1 92 o z  
C andy 2 l b . 

( 3 ) Kr aft Dinn e r  8 boxe s 
We in e r s  3 lb . 
Har dtack 2 pkg o 
Che e s e 2 lb . 
Juic e  1 92 o z .  
T ea 

."'-" 

(� , , �) Har d t ack 2 pkg . " 

F ig s 2 lb . 
Cocoa 

Fri o , Aug . 27 ( 1 ) Roll e¢l Oat s 1t l b . 
/Bac ort 3 t in s  

\ './Har dtack ,� fkg • ; Dehy . Appl e s b o l -' , Tea 
", 

--� . .  � ". .� ... ,-- }f" ....... 1.'-;) -()  
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( 2 )  .jfar(!l�� 
Che e se 

. Dehy . Mixed 
i\' /Jui c e  f 1 92 oz • 
. " Cand,y '"  2 1 b • 

It- P� f "  
FrUDi t j tEg s 

( 3 )\l/Prem , �" ' 4 tins -, pehy . Potato�s 1 box 
, 'lDehy . Vf!Il g'·. 5' corn 2�",peas ." 

"� J ell o Pudd ing 6 pit;;!; 
� Jui c e  1 92 oz . 

S at . , Aug 0 28 

-� --- :-:;.. 

. ( 1 )  Cr e am of Wheat 
C, ' Rai s in s  

,£ Bac on 
·· ,·Rye C r i sp 

Apr i c ot s  
T e a  

( 2 ) ,/Rye C r i s p  
Che e se 
De hy . Apr i c ot s  

2t I b  .. 
1 lb . 
3 Ib .. 

3 pkg o 
1 8  

3 pkg . 
2 l b .  
2 lb . 

,�. 'J.� �,� 

� 
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C AM P  C H R O N I C L E ! 

Q,uestion8 How do you know that Mooreeroft 13 'mE camp? 
Answerg How do you know that the � is blue'o o � @because it O s  true ! 

WIry FIR}4; ENGn�ES ARE PJ.,UAYS RED 
Have you ever heard why fi1'e engines are always rcd? You haven ' t? �lell n this :fis whyg 

Fire engiues have tour wheels and eight men , 
Four and eight make twelve 9 and twelve inches r.�e a ruler; 
I�een Elizabeth was a Ruler ; 
The Queen Elizabeth was one o� the biggest ships to sail the s�a6 ; 
The seas have flsh and fish have fins ; 
The Finns fougnt the lhlssians ; 
The Russians are always red ; 
P1re engines are always rushin' ,  
Therefore , fire engmnes are always red ! 

Are you confused ? �.N�T ,(-JORRY f 

,; All we .:\:"eally want to do 
I.a to , . t�l1 you something ;, -" A'b�t l-loorecrof't �.;' '!� r. " 

,,< 

Do you know how . Hoorecroft Jia named? 

The Camp was originally owned by a Hiss Hoore who was a Phys-Ed instructor 
at U.,B .. C .. nhe used it exclusively as a camp for girls .. When the Unit ed 
Church bought it from liiss Noore they agreed to leave ,thA trees auG. to 
keep the name t lNoorecrot't"" }�iss !-!oore ' s  Unc1 e - by the �a.'5 "4o.,S � l ea.de".... 

Jfd..-
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WHO OWNS IT? The Tit l e  for Moorecroft Camp i s  in the name of the Uni t ed Church of 
Canada 0 The ac tual Title is held by the B o C o  Conferen c e  Property and 

Development Commi t t e e e  But the r esponsibility for admmnis trat i on l i es with Comox
Nanaimo Presbyt eryo The Moore c r o ft Camp C ommi t t e e--which r eally operat es the Camp-
is a C ommi t t e e  of Presbyt eryo This is the ownership story on paper o The real 
ownership s t ory is t hat a great many p eopl e feel that they have a s take in Moore
c roft and work at it and for it as though they owned i t o The Camp C ommi t t e e  is 
made up of in t er e s t ed individuals and repres entat ives of Pastoral Charges in the 
Presbyteryo Is your c ongregat i on repr e s ent ed? How about o ffering a l i tt l e  enc oura
ment t o  get one appoint ed? This C ommit t e e  i s  an important one b ecause i t  not only 
l ooks aft er the maint enanc e o f  t h e  Camp , but also programming for the Camp and the 
use of the C amp propertyo Presbyt ery has also appo int e d  a Long Range Planning 
C ommi t t e e. t o  look int o  wint er programming--more about that lat ero 

One o f  the p eople who has an "own ership " relat ion t o  Moorecro ft is Catherine 
Kennedyo Catherine not only l ives at Moorecro ft but takes respons ibil ity for it as 
though she did own it o It is her effic i ency and d ependab il ity , in large part 1 that 
keeps s chools and other groups c om ing back year aft er year o She is C amp Manager and 
does a super job for uSo  Mo orecroft wouldn i t  be Moorec roft vJithout Catherine . She 
does r e c eive a small honorarium � but it is peanut s in relat ion t o  the t im e  and 
energy that she inves t s  and the responsibility that she so capably carri e s o  

Another person who has an "ownership l '  relation t o  Mo orecroft is Dave Stringer of 
Stringer Const ruc t ion o f  Ladysmitho Dave spends at l east on e full day a month at 
Moorecroft and is on c all all o f  the t ime o That may mean responding t o  the emergency 
of an overflowing sept i c  tank und er a splash house with a full camp in residenc e ;  
not only mucking around in the s tuff but also losing a day at work in order t o  do 
i t o Dav e not only organizes work par t i es and is there himself at them � but also 
takes r esponsibility for managing the maint enanc e of the Camp o Rec ently he not 
only us ed his knowledge and skills as a builder to rebuild Cabin 2 ,  but got the 
Ladysmith-Chemainus A o O o T o S o  to t ake t o tal respons ihility fo r the pro j ec t o  How 
about your c ongregat ion? Woul d  they be in t erested in taking responsibi l i ty for 
r e building a cabin? I f  so , c all Dave or the Camp or wri t e  the Camp C ommi t t e e  c/o 
the Camp . There are many other peopl e i-lho have an "ownership" relat ion t o  Moorecroft 9 
o f  c ourse ,  and we will t ell you about them in subsequ ent issues o f  the "Chronic l e " .  

Have you heard? - - that the following pro j e c t s  have b e en c ompl e t e d  a t  Moorecroft the 
last c oupl e of years? 1 )  A New Float has b e en built that is 

t orredor-pr o o f o  Tubular st e el-like they use for making portable spar trees- was 
donat e d  by Madills in Nanaimo , a vJelder was hired , a portable sawmill brought in 
t o  cut the d edar for the d ecking from t re es o ff our own land , and we have a super 
p ermanent float o That i s how things get done at Moorecroft--with a l i t t l e  pushing 
from p e opl e l ike Art Skips ey o Our n ext pro j ec t  t o  improve swimming is t o  build a 
t idal swimming pool so that Direc t ors c an include swimming in th e ir program 
when they wish j not when the t id e  dic tat es o This would meful building a pool that 
would fill at high t i d e  that c ould b e  empt i ed every c oupl e  of days t o  ke ep the 
wat er fr esh--gr eat idea ! ! --as soon as we c an afford i t o 2 )  A New Wat e r  Line has also 
b een install e d o If you ever repaired a break in the old line in the pouring rain-
b e c ause there was a camp in and they had t o  have wat er ; or you picked out piec es of 
v e getat i on or sundry worms from the wat er becaus e you didn i i  fancy adding that 
kind of nourishment t o  your drinking wat er--or drank wat er that smelled--you will 
apprec iat e  the new line to the Distri c t  main line ( n o t  Enos Lake ) - -with a pressure 
valv e o  The R egional Di s t ri ct has b e en most c o- operat ive in get tin g  this line in , 
and we are most gra t e ful o 3 )  Have you s een the Playing Fi eld lat ely? We have invested 
$ 1 , 500 0 00 in ge t t ing it l evelled and sown in grass ; heaps o f  work ; Jim Rogers was 
o n e  of t hose who spent s everal days at i t  0 The Youth Work Camn : On Ule. �1aY 24 weelre."Ni 

tf;3 
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Have ¥ou notic ed?-= that we have fOQDf--or been found by--a female companion for Leo? 
"Stranger " is a most fri endly polic e  dog that has taken up 

res i d ence with us and will replac e Leo as the camp guard ian on e of these days o 
Other o c c upants besidea Leo and Stranger and the deer 1 are the 

sea gulls ; harmless--mostlYo Have you heard about the three male inmat es of a mental 
hospital on Lake Ontario who were sunning thems elves on the lawn one sunny spring 
aft ernoon? A seagull fl ew over and made a direc t hit on the middle gUYe o The man on 
his right jumped up and saidf i]; ' ll run up t o  the building and get some toilet papero " 
The man on his right wai t e d  until the first ,was out of earshot and then he said t o  
t h e  vic tim , "you know , that guy ,really i s  crazy ; by t h e  t ime he gets back here 
that s eagull will be two miles out over the lake" .  
Did you know,?--that two years ago we were taxed for the first t ime to the tune of 

about $ 6 , 500 0 00? In error the Vanc ouver Office  paid the bill , and 
we were firmly ensc onc ed on the tax rol l o  When the Assessment Notic e c ame last year 
life appealed it and won the appeal--vle had found that the Pentecostal Camp had also 
been taxed and had won exemtion o We als o got back the $ 6 , 500 0 00 that had been 
paid in taxes the year before--by an Orlders in Counc il , no l ess o A tax bill like 
that would have put us under for goodo  

--that each summer different c ongregat ions help out by s ending 
c ookie s  for the evening ' mug-up ' ?  Each participat ing UCW o r  c ongregation i s  asked 
to c ontribu t e  5 0  dozen o  Normally w e  g e t  about 400 dozeno That ' s  a lot o f  cooki es ! 
Thanks t o  all who part icipat e d--helps s end campers t o  bed happyo 
Our Summer Camps � So far c amps are going welL Last year we had t o  cancel Sr a Girls 

because o f  l ow registrat iono This year we had 21 and a really 
good c amp o The Music and Fine Art s Camp is in at the moment of writ ingo WE NEED 
l eaders : Junior Boys Aug 10 - 17 ; 3 cabin l eaders , 1 nurs e ,  and 1 padre 

Boys Grades 6-12 , Aug 18 - 25 ; 3 cabin leaders , 1 nurse ,  and 1 padre 
( for the sailing camp anyone with sailing experi enc e espec ially welcome ) 

C o-Ed Camp Aug 29 - S ept 5 ;  1 femal e and 1 mal e cabin l eaders o 
Family Camp Jul 28 - Aug 1 ;  1 nurs e o  

Regist rati ons at t h e  Pack Camp and t h e  Family Camp are lovlo The Pack Camp i s  going 
up Great Central Lake t o  Della Falls and ' acroos the t op '  to Court enayo The Family 
Camp has Karen and Lorne Ir1.'lin as Direct ors , Isabel Johnson and Gloria Scott as 
l eaders of the children ' s  program , Joan List t o  provide input on the enrichment 
of family li fe--by talk and trial 0 At $ 25 . 00 per day per family it is a bargain �  
Mae Pagdin has been i n  charge o f  leadership this year and has done her usual 
e ffi c i ent and cons c i enti ous job . Thanks Mae !  
Our Venture in Faith : For years we have talked about using Moorecroft as a Retreat 

and Spiritual Resource  C entre for the Presbyt ery on a year
round basis , but we never felt that we c ould afford it o This year the Long Range 
Planning Committ e e  suggest ed that we engage someone for four months as a Program 
C o-ordinator t'lho woul d  visit c ongregat i ons with a view t o  increasing at t endanc e 
at camp , helping find l eaders , generally st irring up int erest in Moorecroft , and 
formulat ing rec ommendat i ons for future d ev elopment o Moorecroft has agreed to 
c ontribut e it 2 , 000 0 00 and Presbyt ery $ 4 , 000 0 00 through its Spec ial Appeals Fund .  
W e  were abl e  t o  b e  inc luded i n  the Yout h  Employment Program for about $ 2 , 0000 00,  
which will r educ e Presbyt ery ' s  and Moorecro fts obligat ions proport i onat elyo Susan 
Dent has been employed t o  do this j ob and her report willll be inc luded in the next 
i ssue of the "Chronic l e " .  

S e e  you in Sept ember ! George Affl eck , Editor 

P o S o  By the way ,  Dr . Jones is und er the weather these days ; if  you happen to be 
in Port Alb erni , drop in and say hello o Address - 4545 Argyl e St . ;  Phone 723-57240 
We sure miss him around Moorecroft and hope he will soon be back . 
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R e m i s s i o n o f  1 9 8 3  t a x e s  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  L o n g  Ra n g e  

P l a n n i n g r e c o mme n d s  h i r i n g a p r o g r a m  c o - o r d i n a t o r  f o r  

f o u r  m o n t h s  a s  a s t a r t  Mis T h a t  w e  d r o p  t h e  w a t e r  r i g h t s  

t o  E n o s  L a k e  

M a y  Yo u t h  w o r k  w e e k e n d  t o  h e l d  i n  M a y  S o u p e r  s u ppe r 

t o  b e  h e l d  M a y  2 2  P l a y i n g f i e l d  t o  b e  l e v e l l ed a n d  s e e d e d  

S u g g e s t e d  a t i d a l  s w i mm i n g p o o l  b e  a pr i o r i t y 

1 9 84 L o n g R a n g e  P l a n n i n g C o m m i t t e e  i s  p l a n n i n g a n  e v e n t  

M a r c h  2 1 - 2 4 w i t h  D r . Bo b  M � u r e  a s  s p e a k e r  
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MOORECROFT REUNION 

10 : 00 a o m o  Re gi ste r - C of f e e  ana Chat 

11 : 00 

1 2 g 0 0  

1 � 0 0 

2 : 3 0  

3 g 0 0  

4 : 0 0 

7 : 0 0 

Morning Chape l wi th Je s s i e Olive r  
in outd o or Chape l 

Fr�e time = p i c ture s in Lodge 

Lunch = on Gre e n  o r  in d ining hall 

Re st , chat , walk the tra i l s  9 tour camp s i te 

Dedicati on of David S trin ge r  Memor i al Hall 

Te a in S tr in ge r  Hall 

Mo o recroft Memo r i e s in Kenne dy Lodge 

B arbe que Suppe r = on Green 

Campfire = led by I an  Po t t s  

Ve spe r s  

Thank you Lord , on thi s d ay 
F o r  our many go od ble s s in gs , 
Thank you Lord , on thi s aay 
F o r  our many go od fr iennship s o  
Glory to God ,  may you he ar our prayer 
Guide us on :foreve r , 
Thank you Lor�9 on thi s day 
F o r  our ble s s ings and friendship s .. 

4- '7  



CHAPTER 4 

THE 1990'S  

Did you know that in 1 994 : 

There were 34 1 campers and 39 pre-campers? 

A Novice Camp (7& 8 year oIds) was started? 

A two week Leadership Training Camp was added? 

There were 1 3 3  Volunteers in Program and Leadership? 

In the 1 0  month "off season" there were 4,709 camper days? 

There were 1 1  congregations with active representation on Camp Committee? 



Moorecroft legacy l ives on 
As the summer camp season is 

about to· get off the ground for 
another year, MoorecrofL camp is 
gearing up for the hordes of }Uung 
campers arriving for a summer of 
fun and learning experiences. Being 
a United Church camp there is 
emphasis put on Christian living, 
but there is ample time for games, 
swimming, fishing. crafts and camp
fires. 

When I was there, a class from 
Rock City School was just packing 
up after a week of activities in 
which a scientist from the Biologi
cal Station in Nallaimo, a forester 
from MacM il lan Bloedel and a 
representative from the Fish and 
Wildlife Branch of the Department 
of the Environment had all come 
out to the camp to give them 
hands-on instruction. Some of the 
students were playing voUeyball and 

"Some were playing vol
leyball and a group were 
lin e-dan cing on the 

beach" 

a group were practising line-dancing 
on the beach near the boathouse. 
The camp is open all year. Brow
nies, Scouts, adult retreats and 
Church activities arc ongoing. 

Moorecroft is situated on a liuIe 
cove called Arab Bay adjacent to 
Jingle Pot Cove on ' the Nanoose 
Peninsula. It was here that Gertrude 
E. Moore chose to start a camp for 
girls in 1934. The name Jingle Pot 
Cwe referred to the Jingle Pot Mine 
at Wellington, where so many Nan
oose Bay men worked at one time. It 
originated from a saying of the'" 
miners in the north of England. In 
early days, miners were paid in coin. 
When they had a good week and 
dug more than the usual amount Of 
coal, the pay was extra and on pay 
day the miner would say to his wife 
"Eh Hinny, there'll be a jingle in the 
pot tonighL" The money would be 
tossed. into a pewter pot for safe
keeping and the name Jingle Pot 
came to mean a lucky mine. 

Gertrude E. Moore was born in 
Ontario. She attended the Margaret 
Eaton School of Physical Education 
and was Director of Recreation for 
the T. Eaton Co. until 1927 when 
she came to Y.mcouver to tJecome 
director of Physical Education at the 

Historical Notes 
by Marge peffler .. . '  

Dist. 69 MllseU111 lVlallaget :, 
:- : .:� > .:::: ' · " " , ;:.· :< :�)i�C�\·:· : 

CHILDREN ENJOY VOLLEYBALL and other sports at the camp. 
Y'NCA. From 1935 to 1945 she was 
director of Physical Education for 
women at the University of B.c., 
and was the . driving force in the 

GERTRUDE E. MOORE 
Camp founder 

founding of the B.C. Camping Ass0-
ciation in 1939. 

Realizing the need for an outdoor 
camp for girls, Miss Moore (or 
"Dinty" as she was affectionately 
called) purchased 75 acres on Jingle 
Pot Cove, where she established 
Moorecroft during the Depression. 
She named it after her family home
stead in Ontario. Originally it WJS a 
camp for girls only, but in 1946 boys 
from five to 12 years werc admitted. 

Miss Moore's health began to fail 
around 1 954, so she ,lmmged to sell 
Moorecroft to the United Church 
through their Conference Camp 
Commiuee. The camp, with its 75 
acres of buildings, trails, boalS and 
swimming facilities was bought for 
$50,000. Later on, in 1976, 14 more 
acres were bought for $10,000 from 
Pitt and W.t.lliam Clayton. 

Miss Moore died in 1%9 at the 
age 0( 75. But her tradition is carried 
on by the United Church, where all 
summer long groups of boys and 
girls take part in an extenSive camp
ing progiam, thereby fulf.t.lling the. 
dreams of this indomitable woman. 
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POS ITION 

C o o rdina t o r  
Bas e t o t a l  
P e r  �\ie ek 
Ho l i day p ay 
B e n e f i t  

Wat e r f ro nt / s p o rts 
Bas e / we ek 
H o l i day 
B e n e f i t s  

Grounds p e rson 
B as e / \.Jeek 
H o l i day 
B e n e f it s  

C o o k  
Bas e / we e k  
H o l i day 
B e n e f i t s  

As s t  c o ok 
Bas e j \.Jeek 
Bas e with NLS 
Ho l i day 
B e n e f i t s  

G e n e ra l  He l p e r  
Bas e /we e k  
+NLS / B ronz + 
H o l iday 
B e n e f i t s  

M O O  R E C R 0 F T U N I T E D  C H U R C H C A M  P 
C O M  P A R  A T I V E W A G  E S C A L E  

1 9 9 4  
B / Gt s . 

5 3 0 0 . 0 0 
3 3 1 . 2 5 
2 1 2 . 0 0 

1 20 0 . 0 0 

2 8 0 . 0 0 
1 7 9 . 20 

1 2 0 0 . 0 0 

( ro om & b o ard f o r  ent i re emp l o yment ) 

* we in f a c t  p ai d  o u r  g ro und s p e rs o n  mo r e  than this 
FS . 0 0 

6 3 . 0 0  
6 7 5 . 0 0 

2 8 0 . 0 0 
1 0 0 . 8 0 
6 7 5 . 0 0  

1 7 S . 0 0  

6 3 . 0 0 
6 7 5 . 0 0 

1 7 5 . 0 0 

6 3 . 0 0 
6 7 5 . 0 0 

* *  High e r  rat e s  a r e  g iven t o  t h o s e  with NLS o r  B ron z e  C ro s s  ( o th e r than Wa t e rf ront / S p o rt s  
D i r e c to r )  who we r e  ask e d  to ac t as L i f e guards and d o  s o . 
Rat e  inc r e as e is $ 1 2 . 00 / w e e k  f o r  NLS and $ 6 . 0 0 / we e k  f o �  Bronz e C ro s s . 

5 1  



MOORECROFT UN I TED CHURCH CAMP 
COMPARAT I VE WAGE. SCAlE 

1 990 1 99 1  1 992 1 99 2  1 993 

POS I T I ON B/Gts . A/Gts . B/Gts . 

Coor d i nator 
Base tota l 5000 . 00 5000 . 00 5300 . 00 5300 . 00 

Per week 33 1 . 25 331 . 25 

Ho l i day pay 2 1 2 . 00 2 1 2 . 00 

Benef i t  ( room & board for ent i re emp l oyment )  700 . 00 1 200 . 00 

Waterfront/sports 
Base/week 1 40 . 00 200 . 00 200 . 00 28 1 . 25 240 . 00 

He 1 i day 1 0 1 . 25 86 . 40 

Benef i ts 675 . 00 675 . 00 

Groundsperson 
Base/week 1 40 . 00 1 68 . 00 1 68 . 00 1 68 . 00 1 68 . 00 

Ha l i day 60 . 48 60 . 48 

Benef i ts 675 . 00 675 . 00 

Cook 
Base/week 200 . 00 240 . 00 240 . 00 28 1 . 25 240 . 00 

Ho l i day 1 0 1 . 25 86 . 40 

Benef i ts 675 . 00 675 . 00 

Asst cook 
Base/week 1 40 . 00 1 68 . 00 1 68 . 00 2 1 5 . 00 1 68 . 00 

Base w i th NLS 1 73 . 50 

Ho 1 i day 77 . 40 60 . 48 

Benef i ts 675 . 00 675 . 00 

Cook i es ' Ti t l e changed to Gener a l  He l per ' 
Base/week 1 34 . 00 1 60 . 00 1 60 . 00 1 60 . 00 1 60 . 00 

+NLS/Bronz + 1 38 . 00 1 72 . 00 1 64 . 00 1 64 . 00 

Ha l i day 57 . 60 57 . 60 

Benef i ts 675 . 00 675 . 00 

F l oater ' T i t l e  changed to Gener a l  He l per ' 
Base/week 1 34 . 00 1 60 . 00 1 60 . 00 1 60 . 00 

+ NLS 1 38 . 00 1 72 . 00 

Ho 1 i day 57 . 60 

Benef i ts 675 . 00 

Asst coord i nator 
Base/week 240 . 00 

Mus i c  resource 
Base/week 200 . 00 

Ho 1 i day 72 . 00 

Benef i ts 675 . 00 

Craft resource 200 . 00 

no person was h i red for th i s  pos i t i on i n  1 993 

1 994 

B/Gts . 

5300 . 00 

331 . 25 

2 1 2 . 00 

1 200 . 00 

280 . 00 

1 79 . 20 

1 200 . 00 

1 75 . 00 

63 . 00 

675 . 00 

280 . 00 

1 00 . 80 

675 . 00 

;;;.u(J ,(Jo 
--tt� 

63 . 00 

675 . 00 

1 75 . 00 

63 . 00 

675 . 00 

1 75 . 00 

63 . 00 

675 . 00 

( n/a) 

** H i gher rates are g i ven to those w i th NLS or Bronze Cross (other than Waterfront/Sports 
D i rector) who were asked to act as L i feguards and do so . 

5Bv 



SALAR I E S  FOR 1 9 9 5  FOR MOORECROF T  CAMP 
MANAGEMENT CAMP 

WI NTER B UDGET ACTUAL S UMMER. BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET ACT UAL 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = : = = = = = = = = = : = = :  

JANUARY 
FEBRUARY 
MARC H  
APR I L  
S E P T EMBER 
OCTOBER 
NOVEMBER 
D E CEMBER 

8 7 5 . 0 0 
8 7 5 . 0 0 
8 7 5 . 0 0 
8 7 5 . 0 0 
8 7 5 . 0 0 
8 7 5 . 0 0 
8 7 5 . 0 0 
8 7 5 . 0 0 

9 5 5 . 5 0  
9 5 5 . 5 0  
9 5 5 . 5 0 

0 . 0 0 

MAY 
JUNE 
J U LY 
AUGU S T  

3 7 5 0 . 0 0 
3 7 5 0 . 0 0 
3 7 5 0 . 0 0 
3 7 5 0 . 0 0 

2 3 7 7 . 1 2 
2 2 4 0 . 7 5 

1 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 
1 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 

* *  s a l a r i e s  a r e  r ec o rd e d  by a c tua l 
amoun t s  p a i d  i n  a g iven month n o t  
c a l enda r dat e s  o f  d a y s  pa i d  

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

TOTALS 7 0 0 0 . 0 0 2 8 6 6 . 5 0 

RECON . 4 1 3 3 . 5 0 

TOTAL S ALAR I E S  B U DGETED 
4 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 

SALAR I E S  P E R  W E E K  
COORD INATOR * *  

COOK 
AS S I STAN T  COOK 
HEAD GUAR D 
A S S I STANT GUARD 
GENERAL HELP 

3 3 0 . 0 0 
3 0 0 . 0 0 
2 0 0 . 0 0 
2 8 0 . 0 0 
1 9 2 . 0 0 
1 8 0 . 0 0 

1 5 0 0 0 . 0 0 4 6 1 7 . 8 7 1 8 0 0 0 . 0 0 

1 0 3 8 2 . 1 3 1 8 0 0 0 . 0 0 

TOTAL SALAR I E S  PA I D  
7 4 8 4 . 3 7 

RECON C I L IAT ION 
3 2 5 1 5 . 6 3 

P ER HOUR * *  

GROUN D S / JAN I TORIAL 
7 . 0 0  

bud g e t  a l l ow s  f o r  
u p  t o  7 0  h ou r s  pe r 
week 4 9 0 . 0 0 

* *  T h e s e  po s i t io n s  b u d g e t e d  unde r manag eme nt . 
Al l othe r s t a f f  b ud g e t e d  und e r  c amp . 

Nlo...�n-tQ.I()a..l" c..L \ou..cA� 
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1 99 6  S u m meY 
S t a f f  W a g e s  

C o o r d i n a t o r  

W a te r f r o n t  

H e a d  C o o k 

A s s t  C o o k 

G e ne r a l  H e l p  

C a s u a l B u s  D r i v e r  

C a s u a l Ge n e r a l  He l p  

$ 3 3 5  + $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 c h i l d  c a r e / w e e k 

$ 2 8 5  + $ 8 0  r oo m  & b o a r d/ w e e k 

$ 1 5 0 f o o d  a l l o t m e n t  ( Ma y  & J u n e ) 

$ 3 0 0  + mea l s/we e k 

$ 2 1 5  + $ 8 0 . 0 0 r o o m  & b o a r d / w e e k 

$ 1 8 5 + $ 8 0  r oo m  & b o a r d / w ee k  

$ 1 0 . 0 0 per h o u r  

$ 7 . 00 p e r  h o u r , ma x i mu m  8 h o u r s/day 



M O O R E C R O F T  C A M P  B U D G E T  P R O J E C T I O N S  1 9 9 7  

REVENUE 

F ees 

R e nta l s  
D o na t i o n s  - M o o r e c r o f t  2 0 0 0  
D o na t i o ns - O t h e r  

T u c k  S ho p  

F o r e s t r y  

i"1 i sc e l l a n e o u s  

T O T AL R E V E N U E  

EXPENSES 

P a yr o l l  

P a y r o l l  B u r d e n  - B e n e f i t s 

F o o d  

M a i n t e n a n c e  & R e p a i r  

Ja n i t o r i a l  S u p p l i es 
H y d r o 

H ea t i n g 
T u c k  M e r c h a n d i s e 

I nsu r a n c e  

A u t om o t i v e  E x p e n s e  

P r o g r a m s  

O f f i c e  E x p e ns e s  

B a n k  C h a r g e s  

M e mb e r s h i p  F e e s  

W a s t e  D i sp o s a l 

A d v e r t i s i n g  

P r omo t i o n  

S u p pl i e s 

T e l e p ho ne 

M i sce l l a n e o u s  

U t i l i t i e s 

C o n f e r e n c e / T r a i n i n g 

T O T A L  E X P E N S E S  

N E T  PROF I T/LOSS 

C AP I T AL E Q U I P M E N T / RE P A I RS 

1 9 9 6  ?K t u a l  

$ 6 4 , 3 9 7 . 9 8 
$ 2 6 , 9 2 0 . 0 0 

$ 1 4 , 8 3 6 . 0 4 
$ 8 , 4 1 2 . 9 5 

$ 1 2 , 4 7 1 . 9 2 
$ 3 , 0 1 6 . 8 4 

$ 130 , 05 5 . 7 3 

$ 4 9 , 3 5 3 . 1 1 
$ 4 , 2 2 8 . 8 6 

$ 1 9 , 3 3 3 . 0 6 
$ 1 1 , 3 9 5 . 7 7 

$ 7 , 4 8 3 . 6 4 
$ 7 , 0 6 2 . 1 9 
$ 7 , 7 2 9 . 6 6 
$ 4 , 2 1 2 . 0 4 

$ 2 , 9 5 9 . 2 9 
$ 1 , 1 1 1 . 9 0 
$ 2 , 5 0 7 . 5 6 

$ 3 5 2 . 1 4 

$ 2 7 2 . 4 5 
$ 1 , 6 0 6 . 4 2 
$ 2 , 0 5 7 . 6 1  

$ 0 . 0 0 

$ 1 , 3 7 4 . 3 8 
$ 2 , 0 1 9 . 5 8 

$ 1 , 4 7 6 . 8 7 
$ 1 4 7 . 1 1 

$ 0 . 0 0 

$ 1 26 , 68 3 . 64 

$ 3 , 3 7 2 . 0 9 

1 9 9 7  B u d g e t  

$ 8 3 , 7 4 0 . 0 0 
$ 2 9 , 8 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 1 8 , 4 3 8 . 0 0 
$ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

$ 8 , 6 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 1 8 , 0 00 . 0 0 

$ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

$ 1 76 , 578 . 00 

$ 7 1 , 6 6 0 . 0 0 
$ 9 , 7 3 6 . 0 0 

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 7 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 3 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 7 , 8 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 7 , 2 0 0 . 00 
$ 7 , 8 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 4 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 2 , 7 0 0 . 0 0 
$� , o o o . o o 

3 
$ 1 , 8 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 2 740 0 . 0 0 
$ 1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0 

$ 1 , 5 0 0 . 00 
$ 2 , 00 0 . 0 0 
$ 1 , 8 0 0 . 0 0 

$ 0 . 0 0 
$ 1 , 4 5 0 . 0 0 

$ 1 68 , 045 . 00 

$8 , 5 3 3 . 0 0 

$ 2 9 , 3 0 0 . 0 0 
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C a mp M o o r e c::: r o £ t  

Vi s i o n i n g  R e p o r t  

Ad o p t e d  b y  t h e  Camp C ommi t t e e  
2 4  Januar y 1 9 9 4 



Par t  I :  R ecal l i ng . t b e  V i s i o n 

Fr9m t h e  out s e t , Camp Moor e c r o f t bas b e e n  d e f i ned by a c entr a l  
v l s l on ,  a n d  t h o s e  who h a v e  wor k ed s o  h a r d  t o  mak e  t h e  camp a 
r e a l ity h a v e  b e e n  i ns p i r ed by t ha t  v i s i on .  Th e v i s i on i s  t hat o f  
a Chr i s t i an c amp , s e t  i n  t h e  magn i f i c e n t  natur a l  s u r r o und i ng's o f  
Nan o o s e Bay, and o p er at ed f or t h e  e n r ichment and nur t ut e o f  young 
pe o p l e f r om a l l  par t s  of Va ncouver I s l a nd . 

Th e camp was or i g i na l ly e s t ab l i s h e d  a s  a g i r l ' s  camp by M i s s  
Ge r t r ud e Moore i n  1 9 3 4 . M i s s  Mo o r e  o p e r a t ed i t  c on t i npo us ly f o r  
twe n t y  ye ar s u nt i l  i l l -h e a l t h  f or c ed h e r  t o  c ons i d e r  di s p o s i ng �f 
i t . As a r e s u l t  o f  h e r  c l o s e  c on n e c t i o n w i t h  t h e  Un i t ed Church o f  
Canada s h e  app r o ached Rev . Mos es o f  s t . And r ew ' S  Un i t ed i n  Nana i mo ,  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e pos s i b i l i ty o f  t h e  Un i t ed Church tak i ng p o s s es s i on 
o f  t he c amp . R ev . Mos es pr e s en t e d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  t �  t h e  Vi ctor i a  
Pr e s byter y , wh i ch me t i n  P o r t  Al b er n i  i n  1 9 5 4 . An e ventual 
ag-r e ement was r e a c h ed thr ough wh i ch t h e  Un i t ed Chur c h  pur ch a s ed the 
7 5  acr e c amp f o r  a s um of $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  

A · Board o f  D i r e c t or s was f or med i n  1 9 5 7  t o  s u p e rv i s e  t h e  
camp ' s  d ev e l o pment a s  a Un i t ed Church camp . One o f  t h e  Board ' s  
ear l i es t  pr o j e ct s was t o  t r ans f e r  s ever a l  bu i ld i ngs f r om P o r t  
Al b e r n i  a nd i ns t a l l  t hem a t  t h e  c amp . T h e  B o a r d  a l s o  a r r anged f or 
t h e ext e n s i on o f  s t ewart R o ad to t h e  Camp p r o p e r ty l i n e , and was 
a l s o  i ns trument a l i n  hav i ng an Operat i on ' s  Manua l ,  s ta t ement o f  
P urpos e , and a Cons t i tut i on p r e p a r e d  f or :camp us e .  

I n  1 9 6 2 ,  t he 3 8 th annual me et i ng o f  B . C . Con f e r en c e n amed a 
Commi s s i on t o  s t udy a l l  aspects o f  Un i t ed Church camp i ng . Two 
year s  l a t er , th i s  Commis s i o� pr e sented the 4 0t h  B . C .  C o n f e r en c e  
wi t h  a s er i es o f  wi d e -r ang i ng r e commend at i o ns . The s e  i nc l ud ed a 
recommendat i on that each Un i t ed Church camp i n  B . C .  b e c ome the 
respons i b i l i ty of an appr opr i at e  Presbytery . .  Conf e r e n c e  agr e ed ,  
and Moor e cr o f t  ther eby became the r espons i b i l i ty o f  Comox-Nanaimo 
pr e s byt e r y .  

. 
The per i od from 1 9 6 8  t o  1 9 7 0  s aw Moor ecr o f t  ope r at e und er a 

j o i nt Cul tus Lak e ,  Ocean Park and Moo r ecr o f t  commi ttee ( C . O . M .  
Commi tt ee ) . Th i s  committee c oord i nated a l l  phas es o f  programmi ng, 
tra i n i ng ,  l eade r s h i p ,  etc . f or the thr e e  camps i nvolved . Dur i ng 
1 9 7 0  Moo r ecr o f t  wit hd r ew f r om the C . O . M . Commit t e e  a nd r es umed 
" i nd epend en t " operat i on ,  s erving i ts t r ad i t i onal c l i e nt e l e , and 
planning and oper at i ng camps to f ul f i l  the perce ived n e eds of i ts 
Pr e s bytery c ommuni ty .  



I t  was d u r i ng t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 s  t h a t  t h e  c a mp ma n ag eme n t  
c omm i t t e e  f i r s t  r e a l i z e d t h e  n e e d f o r  a f u l l - t i me p e r s o n t o  d e v e l o p 
p r o g r amme s , o v e r s e e  t h e  r e c r u i tme n t  a n d  t r a i n i ng o f  l e ad e r s  and t o  
ma n a g e  t h e  o n - g o i ng b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  c amp . O v e r  t h e  y e a r s  thr e e  
l o n g - r a n g e  p l a n n i ng c omm i tt e es ( und e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  R ev . 
Af f l ec k , R e v . Br u l e i g h ,  As s i s t a n t  P a s t o r  M .  E l l i o t a n d  Ar t S k i ps e y )  
a s  we l l  a s  two we e k e n d  l o ng ' v i s i o n i ng ' wo r k s h o ps , and a mu ch 
e ar l i e r P r e s byt e r y-wi d e  q u e s t i onn a i r e  r e a c h e d  mu c h  the s ame 
c o n c l us i o n . T h e  c ommo n t hr e a d  t h a t  r an t hr o u g h  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  was 
t h e  n e e d f o r  a f u l l - t i me Camp D i r e c t o r  as we l l  as t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f  a s u i t ab l e  L o d g e  f ac i l i t y  t o  a c c o mmo d a t e  a d u l t s  a n d  adu l t  
ed u c a t i o n pr o g r amme s . 

r 

Una b l e  t o  ma n a g e  t h e  c o s t  o f  a f u l l - t i me D i r e c t o r  a s  
r e c o mme nd e d , t h e  c a mp ma n a g e me n t  c o mmi t t e e  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  a b l e  t o  
h i r e - -wi t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e o f  P r ov i n c i a l  g r a n t s - - Camp c o o r d i n at o r s  
wh o we r e  i n  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  f o u r  k e y s umme r  m o n t h s , d u r i n g e a c h  o f  
t h e  pa s t  t e n  y e a r s . I t  h a s  b e c o me i nc r e as i ng l y  o b v i o u s , h o we ver , 
t h a t  Camp M o o r e c r o f t - - i f  i t  i s  t o  r e a l i z e i t s  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l - 
r e q u i r e s t h e  k i n d  o f  y e a r - r o un d , f u l l - t i me p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e ad e r s h i p  
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e c o mme nd ed b y  p r i o r Mo o r e c r o f t  v i s i o n i n g g r oups . 

We , t h e r e f o r e ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  t i me f o r  t h e  Camp C o mm i t t e e  
- - i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i  t h  C o mo x -N a n a i mo P r e s byt e r y - - t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  
l o n g - t e r m  f u t u r e o f  C amp M o o r e c r o f t . I n  o r d e r  t o  d o  t h a t , we n e ed 
f i r s t  t o  r e n e w  o u r  v i s i o n o f  t h e  Camp . . .  

!P I  



P a r t I I : R e n e w i ng t h e  Vi s i on 

. . .  Th e t i me s  h a ve c h a n g e d : o f  t h i s  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t . And 
yet t h e "_Camp M o o r e c r o f t  C o mm i  t t e e  s tr on g l y  b e l i ev e s  t h a t  t h e  v i s i o n 
t h a t  h a s  s u s t a i n ed t h i s c amp f or 4 0  ye a r s  r ema i ns c e n tr a l  t o  t h e  
v i s i on t h a t  c a n  s us t a i n  i t  o v e r  t h e  c omi n g  y e ar s . W e  a r e  moved by 
t h e  wor d s  o f  a d i s abl e d  1 2 -y e a r  o l d wh o was a t t end i ng M o o r e c r o f t  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i me .  As h e  s t r ug g led t o  k e e p  u p  w i t h  t h e  ma i n  gr oup 
d u r i ng a c a mp h i k e ,  he was h e a r d  to s ay : 

Th i s  i s  s u r e  a g r e a t  c amp . Y o u  g e t  u p  i n  t h e  mor n i ng and 
h av e  a g o od b r e a k f as t ,  t he n  t h e r e ' s  l ot s  to d o . Af t e r  l unch 
t h er e ' s  l o t s  of d a y  l e f t ! And s ome o f  t h o s e  s t o r i e $  a b o u t 
J e s u s  a r e r e a l l y i nt er e s t i ng ! 

We t h i nk h e  g o t  i t  j us t  r i gh t . N o t  o n l y  i s  Mo o r e c r o f t  a p l a c e  
whe r e t h e r e  i s  l o t s  t o  s e e  a n d  l ot s  t o  d o : i t ' s  a l s o  a p l ac e  wh e r e  
yo u n g  p e o p l e ( o f t e n  f or t h e  f i r s t  t i me i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ) a r e expo s ed 
t o  t h e  g o s p e l - - t h e  g o od n e ws - - o f  J e s us C h r i s t . 

I t  i s  o u r  b e l i e f ,  h oweve r , t h a t  t h e  c ha l l en g e  o f  o p erat i n g 
s u c h  a c a mp i s  f a r  gr e a t e r , and t h e  d emand s p l ac ed o n  t h o s e char g ed 
w i t h  t h e  r e s po n s i b i l i t y o f  o p e r a t i ng i t  a r e  i n f i n i t e l y  mo r e  c omp l ex 
i n  1 9 9 4  t ha n  i n  1 9 5 4 . Th e t i me s  have i nd e ed b e e n  a ' ch a n g i ng . We 
can n o  l o n g e r  a s s ume t h a t  a ny o f  o u r  camp e r s ,  l e t a l o n e  mos t  o f  o u r  
c amp e r s ,  h a v e  r ec e i ve d  p r e v i o u s , e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  Gos p e l .  I n  
add i t i o n ,  we h a v e  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  a s s ume t h a t  man y ,  i f  n o t  mos t ,  
o f  o u r  c a mp e r s  h ave b e e n  a f f e c t e d  by f am i l y  a n d  c ommun i ty c o n t e x t s  
t h a t  wi l l  h a v e  s e r i o us l y  i mpa i r ed t h e i r  r e ad i n e s s  f o r  c amp l i f e . 
Wi t h o u t  w i s h i ng t o  s ound e x c e s s i ve ly n e g a t i v e , t h e  f a c t  r ema i ns 
t h a t  man y  o f  o u r  c amp e r s  a r r i ve a t  c amp w i t h  g r a v e  e mo t i o n a l  and 
s p i r i t u a l  n e ed s . And wh i l e we r e ad i l y a c k n o wl e d g e  t h a t  a we e k  at 
s umme r  c amp ( n o ma t t e r  h o w  we l l  admi n i s t er ed t h a t  we e k  may b e ) i s  
n o  s ub s t i t u t e f o r  y e a r - r o un d  n u r t ur e ,  w e  ar e c e r t a i n  t ha t  a we e k  a t  
s ummer c amp c a n  mak e a p r o f o und d i f f er en c e i n  a yo u n g  p e r s o n ' s  
l i f e . 

T h a t  i s  why we s e ek n ot o n ly t o  r ec a l l ,  b u t  t o  r e n e w  our 
v i s i o n f o r  Camp M o o r e c r o f t . Our h op e  f o r  a l l  c amp e r s  in t h e  summe r  
p r o g r amme i s  t h a t  t h ey b e  l ed i n  sma l l  g r o u p s  b y  c omm i t t e d  l e ad e r s : 
l e ad e r s  wh o have t h e  ab i l i ty t o  l e ad beca us e  th ey h a ve r e c e i ved th e 
k i nd of tra i n i n g  tha t wi l l  mak e  them effe c t i ve Camp l ea ders . I f  
t h i s  v i s i o n i s  t o  b e  r e a l i z e d , we wi l l  n e ed t o  p l a c e  a muc h  g r e a t e r  
emph a s i s  u p o n  t h e  r e c r u i tme n t  a nd t r a i n i ng o f  l ea d e r s . W e  b e l i eve 
t h a t  t h i s  r e n e we d  empha s i s  on t r a i n i n g and r ec r u i tme n t  can o n l y  
t ak e p l ac e  und e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n o f  a f u l l - t i me pa i d  E x ecut i v e  
D i r e c t o r : s ome o n e  wh o w i l l  o ve r s e e  t h e  e n t i r e  Mo o r ec r o f t o pe r a t i o n 
o n  a y e a r - r o und bas i s .  I n  t ur n ,  we ar e c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h i r i ng 
o f  a n  E x e cu t i ve D i r ec t o r  w i l l  o c c ur o n l y  wh e n  we have e xp a nd ed t h e  
M o o r e c r o f t v i s i o n  t o  i nc l u d e  a s u bs t an t i a l  " w i n t er " : pr o g r amme t o  
c o mp l e m e n t o ur p r e s e n t  s umme r  p r o g r amme . 

I t  i s  t o  t h a t  " e xpand e d -v i s i o n " t ha t  we n o w  d i r e ct your 
a t t e n t i o n . . .  



P a r t I I I : Exparid i ng t h e  Vi s i o n 

. . .  Camp M o o r e c r o f t  i s  c e l e b r a t i ng i t s 4 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y  i n  
1 9 9 4 . T h e  C amp C o mm i  t t e e  wo u l d  l i k e  t o  ma k e  t h i s  a year o f  
t h a n k f u l  c e l e b r a t i o n f o r  t h e  p e o p l e wh o h a v e  c o n t r i bu t ed i n  s o  ma n y  
ways t o  t h i s  mo s t  b ea ut i f u l  s p o t  i n  t h e  C omo x - N an a i mo P r e s byt er y . 
We wo u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  e xp a n d  t h e  v i s i o n b eg u n  and car r i e d by t h o s e  
p e o p l e .  

L o n g  Ran g e  P l an n i ng Comm i t t e e s we r e  a pp o i n t ed by P r e s byt e r y  i n  
1 9 7 2 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  a n d  1 9 9 0 .  I n  e v e r y  i ns t a nc e ,  t h e  p l a n n i ng � o c e s s  l e d 
t o  t h e  c o nc l u s i o n t h a t  a f u l l t i me , p r o f e s s i o na l  l e a d e r s h i p  p e r s on 
was a p r e r e q u i s i t e i f  a r en e wed a nd e xp a n d e d  v i s i o n  f o r t h e  Camp i s  
t o  b e c o me a r e a l  i t y .  C o m o x - N an a i mo P r e s by t e r y  h a s  a l r e ad y  i nd i c a t e d  
i t s o wn l e an i n g s  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n . T h e  m i n u t e s  f o r  th e P r e s byt e r y  
me e t i n g h e l d l a s t  s p r i n g ( F e b . 1 9 - 2 1 / 1 9 9 3 )  r e c o r d s  a mo t i o n ( s e e  
p a g e  6 8 ) t h a t  " C om o x -Na n a i mo P r e s byt e r y  e s t a b l i s h a c omm i t t e e  t o  
wo r k  w i t h  Mo o r e c r o f t  C amp i n  l o n g  r an g e  p l a nn i ng and f u nd r a i s i ng 
a nd t o  e s t ab l i s h  a p o s i t i o n f o r  a P r e s byt e r y  D e ve l o p me n t  Wo r k e r . "  
Wh i l e  t h e  mo t i o n wa s c a r r i ed ,  a c t i o n h a s  y e t  t o  b e  t ak e n . 

I n  S e p t e mb e r  1 9 9 3 ,  i n t e r e s t ed p e r s o n s  f r om a r o u nd t h e  
P r e s byt e r y  o n c e  a g a i n  g a t h e r e d  t o  d o  " v i s i o n i ng "  f o r  M o o r e c r o f t ,  
and o nc e  aga i n  t h e  pr i or i t y was f o r  a ye a r  r o und p a i d  s t a f f  p e r s o n . 
( A  s e c o n d  p r i or i ty w�s an u p g r ad i ng o f  c amp f a c i l i t i es ;  a t h i r d 

p r i o r i ty was t h e  u s e  o f  pa i d  s umme r  l e a d e r s  t o  i mpr o v e  o u r  s umme r 
p r o g r amm e ) . 

T h e  Camp C o mm i t t e e  b e l i ev e s  t h a t  t h e  fi rs t pr i or i ty i n  
ac h i e v i n g  an e x pa n d e d  v i s i o n f o r  Camp M o o r e c r o f t  l i es i n  t h e  h i r i n g 
o f  a f u l l - t i me p e r s o n  t o  a c t  . a s  a n  E x e c u t i ve D i r e c t o r  a n d  o v e r s e e  
a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c a mp . T h e  E x e c u t i ve D i r e c t o r , i n  add i t i o n  t o  
p r ov i d i ng l ea d e r s h i p  i n  a s p e c t s  o f  c amp l i f e p r es e n t l y  u n d e r t a k e n  
e n t i r e l y  b y  v o l u n t e e r s ,  wou l d  b e  a s k e d  t o  e xp a n d  a n d  i mp r o ve t h e  
r a n g e  o f  p r o g r amme s  a n d  t r a i n i ng o f f e r ed by M o o r e cr o f t . O u r  h o p e  i s  
t ha t  s uc h  a p e r s o n  wou l d  ma k e  a var i e t y  o f  Ch r i s t i a n l e a d er s h i p  
d ev e l o pm e n t  o p p o r t un i t i e s a va i l a b l e a t  C a mp M o o r e c r o f t  f or p e op l e  
o f  a l l  a g e s . I n o t h e r  wo r d s , t h  i s p e r s o n - - f r o m  t h e i r  bas e 0 f 
o p e r a t i o n s a t  C a mp M o o r e c r o f t - - wo u l d  u nd e r t a k e  t h e  k i nd o f  
Chr i s t i a n Ed u ca t i o n and l e ad e r s h i p  d e ve l o pme n t  p r o gr a mm i n g  t h at 
c o u l d  s e r ve t h e  n e e d s  o f  U n i  t ed Chur c h  f o l k  t h r o ug h o u t  C o mo x 
Nana i mo P r e s byt e r y . 
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A s econd pr i or i ty i s  f o r  b e t t er t r a i n e d  l e ad e r s h i p  f o r  o u r  
s ummer p r ogr amme s . B e c au s e s o  m a n y  mo r e  p e o p l e  a r e  wor k i n g ,  i t  has 
b e c o me i ncr e a s i n g ly d i f f i cu l t  t o  f i n d  l ead e r s  f o r  s umme r  p r ogrammes 
and we a r e  awa r e  t h a t  many c h i l d r e n  r e qu i r e  mo r e  h i gh l y  t r a i n ed 
l e a d e r s . S om e  o f  o u r  D i r e c t o r s  h a v e  i nd i c a t ed t h i s  n e ed . Hav i n g 
s ome o r  a lI p a i d  l e a d e r s  e ns ur e s  t h a t  we wou l d  h ave l eaders i n  
p l a c e  and , n e ed l e s s  t o  s ay ,  t h o s e  l e ad e r s  wo u l d  b e  t r a i n e d  thr o ugh 
t h e  M o o r e c r o f t t r a i n i ng pr o gr amme s t h a t  a n ew l y  h i r ed E x e cut i ve 
D i r e c t o r  wo u ld b e  as k ed t o  e s t ab l i s h . A th i rd pr i ori ty i s  f or 
u pg r a d ed f ac i l i t i es . We a r e  a l ways i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  upgrad i n g  
t h o s e f ac i l i t i e s ,  b u t  wo u l d  l i k e  t o  s p e"ed u p  t ha t  p r o c e s s  t o  
wh a t e ver e x t e n t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d o  s o . 

I 

We b e l i ev e , h owev e r , t h a t  p a i d  summer l e a d e r s h i p  and i mpr oved 
f ac i l i t i e s w i l l  o n l y  mak e s e ns e wh e n  M o o r e c r o f t  has t a k en t h e  
d e c i s i v e s t e p  o f  h i r i ng a f u l l - t i me E x e c u t i v e  D i r ec t o r / D ev e l opment 
Wo r k e r , as p a r t o f  an o v er a l l  s t r a t e gy o f  e x pa n d i ng t h e  Camp ' s  
ye a r -r ound p r o g r ammi n g . T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  t wo k e y r e c omme ndat i o ns 
we n o w  w i s h  t o  ma k e  t o  Pr e s byt e r y  . . .  ' 



P a r t  I V :  I mp l e m e n t i n o t h e  V i s i o n  

R e c omm e nd a t i o n # 1  

T h a t  Como x - Na n a i mo P r e s byt e r y ,  i n  c o n j un c t i o n w i t h  t h e  Camp 
M o o r e c r o f t C o mm i t t e e , e s t ab l i s h  a sma l l  work i n g  gr o up t o  i mp l eme n t  
t h e  P r e s byt e r y  d ec i s i o n ( ad o p t e d a t  i t s F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 3  me e t i n g ) t h a t  
t h e  P r e s byt e r y  " wo r k  w i t h  Mo o r e c r o f t  C a mp i n  l o n g  r a n g e  p l ann i ng 
and f und r a i s i n g and . . .  e s t ab l i s h  a p o s i t i o n f o r a P r e s byt e r y  
D e v e l o pm e n t  Wo r k e r . "  

I t  i s  o ur b e l i e f  t ha t  t h i s  wor k i ng g r o up s h o u l d  c o n � i s t  o f  s i x 
memb e r s : t h r e e  t o  b e  s e l ec t ed by t h e  C a mp C o mm i t t e e  ( o n e  o f  wh q m  
wi l l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Camp ' s  F i na n c e C o mm i  t t e e ) a n d  t h r e e  t o  b e  
s e l e c t e d  by C o mo x -Nana i mo P r e s byt e r y .  I t  i s  o u r  h op e  tha t t h e  
Presbyt ery r epr e s en ta t i ves t o  th i s  work i n g  gr o up wi l l  i n cl ude a t  
l ea s t t wo s e n i or members o f  Comox-Nana i mo Pr esbyt ery. 

I t  i s  o u r  h o pe t h a t  t h e  wo r k i n g  g r o u p  w i l l  c omp l e t e  i t s  wo r k  
w i t h i n  a t i me f r ame t h a t  wo u l d a l l o w f o r t h e  h i r i ng o f  t h e  
D ev e l o pm e n t  Wor k e r /E x e c u t i ve D i r e c t o r n o  l at e r t h a n  J a n u a r y  1 9 9 5 .  

R e c ommend a t i o n # 2  

T h a t  t h e  C a mp Mobr e c r o f t C ommi t t e e  e s t ab l i s h  a s ma l l  wo r k i n g 
gr o u p  t o  p l a n  a n d  i mp l eme n t  a r ev i t a l i z e d  Camp C o mm i t t e e  t h at wo u l d  
o p e r a t e  mo r e  l i k e  a f u nc t i on i ng B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  than i s  
p r e s e n t l y  t h e  c a s e . 

T h i s  wo r k i ng g r o up wo u l d c o n s i s t  o f  3 t o  5 memb e r s  o f  t h e  Camp 
Comm i t t e e ,  a n d  wo u l d  be a s k ed t o  r e p o r t  b a c k  to t h e  Camp C o mmi t t e e  
n o  l at e r  t h a n  i t s  J u n e  me e t i n g . 
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Ap o e nd i x  H I : P r opo s ed J o b  D e s c r i pt i o n ,  
F o r  M o o r e c r o f t  E x e c u t i ve D i r e c t o r / P r e s byt er Y D e v e l opm e n t  Wor k e r  

G e n e r a l : T h e  p o s i t i o n o f  M o o r e c r o f t  E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t or i s  a f u l l 
t i m e , y e a r - r o u n d  p o s i t i on .  T h e  E x e c u t i ve D i r e c t o r  has f i na l  
aut h o r i t y o v e r a l l  mat t e r s  r e l a t i ng t o  t h e  d a y  t o  d ay o p e r a t i o n o f  
t h e  c a mp . T h e . p o s i t i on w i l l  r e qu i r e  a p e r s o n  wi t h  t r a i n i ng and 
e x p e r i en c e  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Chr i s t i a n Ed u c at i o n ,  wh o p os s es s e s t h e  
k i nd s  o f  s k i l l s  o n e  wou l d  a s s oc i a t e  wi t h  a f u l l y  t r a i n ed D i ac o n a l  
M i n i s t e r . ( Ap p l i ca t i on s  f r om q u a l i f i ed lay o r  o r d a i n ed p e r s o n s  
w i l l , o f  c o u r s e ,  b e  we l c ome . )  Th e s u c c e s s f u l  c a nd i d a t e w i l l  b e  
eag e r  t o  wor k  c l o s e l y w i t h  t h e  Mo o r e cr o f t  Camp Comm i t t e e  a nd Como x 
N a n a i mo P r e s byt e r y  as w e  t o g et h e r  c o n t i nu e  t h e  wor k  o f  r�v i s i on i ng 
and r ev i t a l i z i ng C amp M o o r e c r o f t . 

S umme r P r ogr a mme : The E x e c u t i ve D i r e c t o r  w i  1 1  o v e r s e e t h e  
p l an n i ng ,  i mp l e me n t at i o n ,  a n d  eva l ua t i on o f  Camp Mo o r e c r o f t ' s  
s u c c e s s f u l  S umme r pr o g r amme . I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h a t ,  ma n d a t e·, t h e  
D i r e c t o r  w i l l  wo r k  c l o s e l y w i t h  t h e  P r o g r a m  C o mm i t t e e  o f  t h e  Camp 
Comm i t t e e ,  a n d  w i l l  ad h e r e  t o  t h e  c amp i n g g u i d e l i n e s  o f  t h e  Un i t ed 
Chu r c h  o f  C a n ad a . The E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  w i l l  ov e r s e e  t h e  
r ec r u i tm e n t ,  t r a i n i n g a nd s up e r v i s i o n o f  a l l s umme r s t a f f ,  b o t h  
pa i d  a n d  vo l u nt e e r ,  wo r k i ng wi t h  t h e  s umme r - t e a m  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  
phys i c a l , men t a l , s p i r i t ua l ,  and s o c i a l  we l l  b e i ng o f  a l l  camp e r s  
and s t a f f . 

Wi n t e r  P r o qr amme : T h e  E x e c u t i ve D i r ec t o r , wo r k i ng c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  
Camp C o mm i t t e e  a n d  Como x - Na n a i mo P r e s byt e ry ,  wi l l  b e  as k ed t o  p l an 
a n d  i mp l e me n t  a g r e a t l y  e xp a n d e d  w i n t e r  pr o gr amme f o r  Camp 
M o o r e cr o f t . We b e l i ev e  · th a t  t h e r e i s  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l f or s uc h  a 
p r o g r amme . T h i s  p r o g r amme w i l l  a t t e mpt t o  a t t r ac t  Chu r c h - r e l a t ed 
g r o u ps t o  Camp M o o r e c r o f t  o n  a y e a r -r o u n d  b as i s . Wo r k i ng c l o s e l y 
wi t h  C o mo x - N a n a i mo P r e s byt e r y ,  t h e  E x e c u t i ve D i r e c t o r  wi l l  i d e n t i fy 
cur r e n t  n e ed s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Chr i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n a n d  n u r t ur e ,  and 
wi l l  c r e a t e  p r o g r ammi n g that � a n  me e t  t h o s e n e e d s . We e xp e c t  that 
a t  l e as t s ome o f  t h e s e  p r o g r amme s wo u l d  be a i me d  at e q u i pp i ng 
l e ad e r s  f o r t h e  c amp ' s  s umme r p r o g r amme s . 

F o r  t h e  f or e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e ,  t h es e p r o g r ammes wo u l d  n o t  t a k e 
t h e  p l a c e  o f ,  b u t  wo u l d  o p e r a t e  i n  add i t i o n t o ,  t h e  Camp ' s  wi n t e r  
r e n t a l  p r o g r amme . 

P e r s o n n e l : B ec a u s e  Camp M o o r e c r o f t  i s  a c h u r c h  b a s ed , vo l un t e e r  
ag e nc y ,  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r ec t o r  w i l l  b e  wo r k i n g  w i t h  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t h a t  i s  p r i ma r i l y " s t a f f ed "  by vo l u n t e e r s . T h e  E x e c u t i ve D i r e c t o r  
wi l l  t h e r e f o r e  n e ed t o  b e  ad e p t  a t  e n l i s t i ng a n d  mo b i l i z i ng t h e  
t a l e n t  a nd p a r t i c i pa t i o n o f  t h e  Camp C o mm i t t e e ,  l o c a l  
c o ng r e ga t i o n s , B . C .  C o n f e r e n c e . Camp i n g  Comm i t t e e , a n d  g o ve r nme n t  
a n d  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s f r o m t h e  w i d e r  c o mmun i ty .  



Report to Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery - "MOORECROFT 2000 " - Feb . 17/96 " 
COMMITTEE 

Since the inception of t h e  Moorecroft 2000 Committee of Presbytery , a 

t o t al o f  6 planning meet ings have b een h eld and action taken . A brochure 

forlimi ted distribution h a s  been d esigned and used wi t h  lists pf Special 

Name DOfTors . The emphas i s  has been Oft funding by pledge over a 5-year 

period . 

To date , approximately $14 , 000 . 00 tn cash has been deposited in a speci61 

account and addi tional pledges o f  $11 , 000 . Mosrn h as b een solicited on a 

one-oft-one basis b yk Comm i t tee members and o thers , and will be continued 

until the goals are reached . So far the monies and pledges have come from 

indi viduals from the Comox Valley south to Chemainus , including Powell 

River . A renewed effort i s  to be made for the area Campbell River northward . 

A mo tion was passed unanimo usly a t  the February Committee Meeting to : 

"urge the Hiring Committee of the Moorecroft Camp Committee to employ an 

Administrator BEFORE the 1 996 Summer Camping Program . "  We hope tnat the 

upcoming Camp Comm i ttee Meeting will see the value of this recommenda tion 

and act upon it . It was f e l t  that any delay in hiring in the Spring of 

1996 would seriosly affe c t  the continued response of c ontributors , as well 

as avoid the need and extra cos t  o f  employing a Summer Cooredina tor . 

Also , this early ac tion w o uld confirm the need for continued funding for 

the year and thus urge us into greater action . ( ! ! ) 

Plans are in train for a Moorecroft Newsletter for dono rs , preparation of 

a video presentation for local and regional use and a gelt;;;.together 

of donors at the Camp . 

The enthusiasm and dedic a ti on o f  Committee members to date has been heart

ening and it is s trongly believe d  that with God ' s  help all will come to 

frui tion in the near future . 

MEMBERS 

Ian Potts ( Chair ) 
Betty Abbott (Secretary� 
Bob Abbott (idea man )  " 

Oli ve r  Howard (scrivener ) 
Art Skipsey ( h i s torian ) 
John Abma ( idea man ) 

SOLICITORS(for funds ! )  

Sam Boorman 
Art Sweet 
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Volume 1, Issue 6 

For many many 
years Catherine 
Kennedy was 
Caretaker ( more 
properly Caregiver) at 
Moorecroft Camp. 
She watched the 
property and kept 
it clean, repaired 
and ready for its 
users. She encour
aged the summer 
staff and saw them 
through many 
rough spots. She 
loved the Campers 
and spared no ef
fort to make their 
stay at Moorecroft 
a memorable one. 

For those who 
have known and 
loved Moorecroft 
over the past two 
decades Catherine 
Kennedy was 
"Mrs.Moorecroft. " 

On August 
30 Mrs. "K" died 
at her home in 
Osoyoos. 

Bon Voyage ! !  
Mrs. " K", 

oorecro t 
The Summer That Waso 

On September 19  the camp 
directors for 1999 reported 
to the Program Sub
Committee. They told of 
their summer experiences at 
Moorecroft with their 
campers. Every one of 
them reported a summer of 

work load of the Director 
and other staff 

As has been the 
case in pervious years 
Moorecroft opened its 
doors to disadvantaged chil
dren and youth. A few 
came from home environ-

g o o d  m e a t s  
w e a t h er,  w h e r  e 
safe camp- t h e y 
ing and s e n s e d  
h a p  p y they were 
c am pe r s .  n o t  
The sum- w a n te d .  
mer of T h e  y 
1 999 was were in 
by all ac- camp be-
counts a �_-===,.-f:...._---:-___ -:--;-;--j C a u  s e 
good sum- A good character is more valuable . their par-
mer at to the world than the pyramids. ents or 
M o o  r e - guardians 
croft. wanted a break. We are 

There were of 
course the usual problems. 
Some campers came unpre
pared for the life at camp 
and acted out their fiustra
tion with the camp or with 
their own lives. In some 
cases leaders were not ma
ture enough to handle the 
load of leadership and be
came trainees more than 
leaders. This added to the 

glad to help these children 
but to do so, our leadership 
must be mature and ade
quately trained love and 
serve children whose expe
rience at home is not one of 
support and love. Moore
croft is there for these kids. 
That is one good reason for 
us to continue to support 
Moorecroft. 

Mat t U1rerd 

October, 1999 

The Long 
Range Plan 
Moves On. 
During the spring and summer 
the Sub Committee on Long 
Range Planning worked 
steadily and hard. 

Very early in its life it found 
that to do the massive amount 
of work a good Long Range 
plan would require we would 
have to hire help. 

It then set out in written form 
the tasks it thought a consul
tant should be asked to do. It 
then advertised for proposals 
from competent persons. It I 
had many good applicants 
from which to choose. In the 
end it selected Maine Consul
tants of Parksville 

It soon became apparent that 
the money available would not 
pay for the work consid�ed 
essential. The Commtttee 
went back to Conference and 
got more financial support . 

Ron Maine and his staff have 
now started work. Expect to 
hear from them soon as they 
work on the orb 

Moorec:roft Camp 
1563 Stewart Rd. 
Nanoose Bay, B.C. 
V9P 9E7 

Mrs. Kennedy: Summer Bnec 
Long Range Plmning 

1 

Phone (250) 468-751 1  
Fax (250) 468- 1867 
moorecroft@bc.sympatico.ca 

J.lfore About Summer Camps 

Thanks:; MOOf"t:Cr'OIt needs. 

j,/oney and Such 

2 
J 
4 



CHAPTER S 

BROCHURES AND FLYERS 

FIRE LIGHTING 
Kneel always when you light a fire 
Kneel reverently and thankful be 

For God's unfailing charity. (Light fire) 
And on the ascending flame inspire 

A little prayer, that shall upbear 
The incense of your thankfulness 

For this sweet grace 
of wannth and light ! 

For here again is sacrifice 
For your delight! 

Kneel always when you light a fire ! 
Kneel reverently 
And thankful be 

For God's unfailing charity. 

Author Unknown 
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MOORIE CROFT lI'as purcl""cd by the U N IT E D  
CH U R e I !  (B. C. COllference) 

CA :\ f P I N G  SOCI ETY in Novem ber 1 955 i n  ; I ll crfort to provide 
u rgel l t l y  needed cam p i ng accommodation u nder the I 'r<'."urc of 
the demands of an i ncreas i ng' popu l a tion . The Soci(,t)'. set u p  
u n der p l"ov is io ns est a b l i shed by t h e  G c ner: t l  Council  of thc 
U ni ted Church o f  Can ada, holds other ca rn p properties as wel l .  
The Society has power to purchase and develop ·ca m ps i tes 
t ! " pendent on funds bei ng made a va i l a b le by the Church con
s t i tuency a n ( i  i n terested friends. 

� 1 () O R EC R O FT oilers the Church a most des i ra b l e  a n t !  
adequa tc locat ion for the extcnsion of a ca m p i ng program i n  
I h e  B.C. Confercnce. A t  this call1ps i te i u  the years t o  come oppor
I U l l i t ies for the training of you th a n d  leaders through a grea tly 
cnriched camp;ng cnrricu l u lll will  be assured to a l l .  

D r .  Dav id j .  Forsy th, Exc:cll l i v e  Secre t a ry o f  t h e  Board o f  
Chr is l i a n Ed ucation o f  t h e  U n i ted Ch u rch of Canada, h as said 
. . . . . Illore dec is i ollS for Chris l i a n  l iving are made i n  the sUlllmer
lime than at an y  other scason of the year. The primary reason 
for such a statcment is ca m ping. The greatest rel igi ous exper ience 
o f  11Iy l i fc was panly due lO a Ch urch tha t  s e n t  me to ;1 camp, 
and a ca m p to w h ich I could be sen t. I bel ieve that Ch u rch 
Camps are r ich in their  poten tial for Christi;H1 fellowsh ip. 
Chr isti a n  leadership and Christian decision." 

Th is stalcl I l e n t  u n d er l i nes w h a t  al l  com petc n t  leaders i n  
C h r i" j :l I l  EdtH.a t i o n ha\'e consta n t l y  a ffirmed, t h a t  ca m p i ng i s  
( > l I C  of thl'  1 1 1 , ,, 1  effcnive instruments f o r  the m o u l d i n g  and 
s h : l p i n g of O l 1 r  you l h  i n to the pattern of Ch risl i:ln ci tizensh i p. 

7lJ 

( /  
,, '--: 

Furthn cnCj11iri('s and con tr i bu t ions to I he U N ITED 
C H U RCH (B.C. Conference) CA M P I N G  SOCI ETY may 
be made to: 

T i l E  CHRhTI AN EIlIJCATION CO;\-( i\!ITn:I': 
B. C. CONFERENCE 

U N ITED CII I JRCH OF CA N ADA 

505 D U NSM U I R  STREET 

VANCOUVER 2, B. C. 
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SUMMER AT 
Moo ROfT 

1993 

CAMPING 
ENJOYED BY 

EVERYONEI 
"Corne and join the Fun" 

OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

SUMMER AT 

mping enjoyed by everyone! 
JlCome and join the FunFF 

7 7  

OWNED AND OPERATED BY UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 



S u m m e r  at 

o o r  

1 995' 
caanping enjoyed 

by everyone ! 
"Come and join the Fun " 

Owned' a n d  Ope rated by 
UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

1 8  

Novice 
An iritroduction to camping for 7 a nd 8 year 
0lds. 2hort stay of 2 n ights and'3 days packed 
with all sorts of fun and adventure, 

Pack Camp 
, " 

Enjoy spiritual growth while experiencing the 
natural wilderness, The camper will be exp�cted 
to carry his/her pac k  and ",am' more about 
wilderness camping away from the .Moorecroft 
siie, A truly memorable experience on 
Vancouver Islan? for young men and women 
ages 1 5-1 8 years, 



S u m me r  at 

It 

1 996 
Ca nn p  for AU Ages 

"Com e and ha ve the 

experience o f  a lifetime ll 

Owned ilnd Operated by 
U N ITED CHURCH O F  CANADA 

Family Camp 
G For fami lies consisting of· o n e  o r  more people. 
o Some child care available. 
" Limited number of RV spau;s .  
0 ·  PI();Jse u,,() Fa mily Camp n-:uistration form. 

U.T 

o 2 week Leaders in Training course f o r  people 
who want to acquire better  cabin leadership 
ski l ls 

o First week focuses on training. 
o Second week wil l  be "in cabin' training " : 

i .e : ;  you will be in a cabin with a feader. 
o Use standard registration form. 

Tra r.lsportation 
Mainland and P.owell River campers can a rrange 
for pick-up and drop-off at the Nanaimo and 
Litt le R iver ferry terminals. Fees are $1 0.00 
return to N�na imo. $20.00 return to Little River. 

1 1  
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Moorecro.ft 
Camp 

Swnmer 99 

NUlloose Bay, Be 
1 563 Stewart Road 

Nanoosc Bay, BC V9P 9E7 
Telephone: (250) 468-75 1 1  

Fax: (250) 468-1 867 

"COlne And Have Thc 
Experience Of A Lifeti1ne'� 

Owned arid Operated by 
(JJ\TJTED CHURCH OF CANADA 

* 
Act:redited Member 

B.C. Camping Association 

�oo o 
Moorecroft 

Camp 
The Experience 

of a Lifetime 

1 563 Stewart Road. , 
Nanoose Bay, BC V9P 9E7 

Phone (250) 468-75 1 1  
Fax (250) 468- 1 867 

Owned and Operated by the 
UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 



, �lp'o ) .:. l)r:; 

---. �,>--. -_ ......... 

www.fl1()orecrofi.llet 

Accredited Member of 

8 3  

MOORECROFT 

CHF:JSTIAN CAMP 
S. REfREAT CENr�E 

NANOOSE MV 
. �ltIflSH COLUM�IA 



FOR I N.FORMAT I ON 
PHONE 339-3966 

H 

I 

AT MOOR lEClROfT CAMP 

1" 
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MOORECROFT CAMP 
LADIES CRAFT RETREATS 

OCTOBER 1 9 96 

FRI DAY 1 8  - SUNDAY 20 
S U N DAY 20 - TUESbA Y 2 2  

TU E S DAY 2 2  - THU RSDAY 2 4  

Space l imited to 2 5  partic ipants 
at each retreat . 

Attend o n e ,  two, o r  a l l  t h ree.  

C ost - $ 3 5 . 00 per  p erso n 
$ 1 5 . 00 n o n -refu n d a b l e  

reg i strati o n  fee i nc l uded . 

Registratio n dead l ine ,  Mo nday , 

O cto b e r  1 4t h .  

M a ke c heques paya b l e  to 
Moorecroft Cam p 

Box 4 , RR2,  Stewart Road 
Nanoose Bay,  BC, VOR 2RO 

Participants to arrive at camp for evening 
meal (6:00pm) on the first day o f  retreat. 
Ret.yeat ends b y  4:30pm on final day. 

Photocopy as needed for your friends. 

A retreat for ladies wish i n g  to 

' G et away from it a l l '  for 2 d ays 

witho ut t h e  need to answer the 

p h o n e ,  p repare a meal  etc. Bring 
a l o n g  your own c rafts to work 
o n .  If your ' craft' is readi n g ,  
bri n g  y o u r  books .  

B r i n g  s l e e p i n g b a g s  o r  

b ed c lothes, p i l low( s ) ,  o u r  beds 
a re mostly s i n g le b u n ks .  The 
s l e e p i n g  s p a c e  is h e ated , 
h o wever some spaces are 
warmer than others , so pack 

acco rd i ng ly . Perso nal  toi letries , 
d o n 't fo rg et your to we l ( s )  and 
facec loth , warm clothes , good 
walki n g  s h oes and s l ippers o r  

i n s i d e  s h oes f o r  i n  the d i ni n g  hal l .  

I f  you h ave a n  easi ly portable 

lam p ,  extension cord a nd/or 
p o wer bar. Br ing them a long as 
o ut lets are l imited , l i g htin g  i s  not 
the best for close work. 
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yO U can �1elp 
vyith. 

Camp 

The Unitcd Church of Canada 

: . 
·Comox-Nanaimo Presbytcry 



A Ki lometre of 
Co ins for Camp 

Hel p  raise funds for waterfront and 

sports equipment for Moorecroft Campo 

Place coi ns o n  tape from 

March 4 to Apri l 29 e 

Who wi I I  have the longest tape? 

Who wi l l  ra"ise the most money? 

Can we beat this i n  2001? 
. How many years wi l l  it take 

to reach 1 ki lometre? 

Please; no pennies on the tape, we will gladly accept 
your pennies but please not on the tape. 



A Ki l m tre of 
o ins for Camp 

Hel p raise funds to suppo rt t he 

waterfront and sports programs at 

2001 
170.23km 
$3255.00 

Moorecroft Campo  

P lace co i ns on tape from 

March 2 to Apri l 270 

Who wi l l  have the longest tape? 

Who w i l l  raise the most money? 
:;".. 0 

!(} l! r: " �, q, "\\ :;: 

, , 
_ .:;.0 i� '-,:c;?' 
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�� . .  'l f ' : %'" i� 

. # 

How many years wi l l it take 
to reach 1 ki lometre? 

2000 
1 60.73km 
$2373.77 

2002 
1 50.45km 
$2593. 26 

Please, no pennies on the tape, we will gladly accept 
your pennies but please not on the tape. 



CHAPTER 6 

DOWN MEMORY LANE 

Below: Catherine Kennedy, "Mrs. K" beloved Caretaker 1971-88 



MARION (SUGDEN) CORBETT REMEMBERS MOORECROFT 
OF THE 1940'S in excerpts from a letter dated May 5 2006. 

Dear Marilyn, 
I am writing some memories I have of Moorecroft when I was a camper in 1 940-4 1-

during the month of August. 
The years I was there were critical war time years. It showed through the requirement 

for attending in 194 1  was a lrnitted garment. I remember I was handed instructions for a 2 
year old boys' lrnitted suit, a complicated pattern for a 14  year old. 

We travelled from the dock in Nanaimo by bus.  The Navy was stationed in Nanoose 
Bay, also during the year '4 1 there were war refugees, sent from Britain. It meant 
children 16  and down were scattered across Canada to homes, not necessarily were they 
sent to relatives, so for those kids there was a feeling of trauma about the idea. Several 
girls came to Moorecroft for a holiday. There were stories told about their memories of 
war experiences. One of the children-a girl- Suzanne Holman (7 yrs), daughter of Vivien 
Leigh "Gone With the Wind" actress; also Bea Konnan who, with her family, fled 
Vienna in 1938,  leaving behind valuables etc. in a park. They went to Switzerland, then 
somehow got to Spain, across Russia to Shanghai and to Vancouver. 

The cost for a month (at camp) was $ 1 00.00,  a fair fee for middle class families. 
Swimming, rowing, archery, horseback riding ($ 1 5 . 00 extra); we stayed in cabins, 
washed up at a shower bath house, walked through the tree to eat up at the top. Things 
seemed grandiose, trees huge, trails long. We swam in the Jingle Pot (skinny after 
supper), went on rowing sessions with Cox. We had camping overnight. On the beach I 
remember we had "Tuck" treats; nose bag lunches on Sunday eve. We had camp fires at 
the point, I remember being garbed in my oid blanket and headband and going around the 
Jingle Point to a Pow Wow. We had time to put on plays, always heard lots of stories 
before sleep. 

It was wartime with a gas ration so there weren't  side trips. Parent day was special, I 
remember a friend, Lois Kennedy from Edmonton receiving a large birthday cake from 
family. There were lots of sing songs at meal times, meals were okay. I was homesick, I 
remember, and was glad when my parents came on the Open House. 

Counsellors were university students; Anna Ruth Finleyson, Monica Sloan, Bobby 
Strong, and Pat Hewitt. I made friends that I was in contact with long after; there is one 
person who went on to have a high profile in government and was active with many 
groups. Camp had a profound affect on us with memories, it changed me. 

I hope this camping experience on a lovely part of Canada will still be available for 
todays children. Bravo to Moorecroft supporters for maintaining it over many years. I'll 
be glad to hear about these activities. 

Sincerely 
Marion Corbett 

q 5  



MORE MEMORIES OF THE 1940'S FROM MARION CORBETT 
Excerpts from a note written Feb. 1 8, 2008. 

In the years 1 940-4 1 I was a camper at Moorecroft (nearly 14 and 15 years of age. 
These were the war years with many pressures on families. I was an only child and the 
experience of being a camper helped me to develop socially; also, I learned new skills. 
Our cabins were basic - no electricity, five girls and one counsellor. Activities were 
Archery, tennis, horseback riding, crafts, play productions, rowing boats and swimming. 
We had Christmas in July, and sleepovers outside on the beach at Gerald Island. Staff and 
Jr. counsellors (six or so), others - nurse,  special instructors for activities; a couple of 
administrators (fees etc.), and arranging programs; and Miss Gertrude Moore (nickname 
Dinty). 

It was a glorious experience in an outstanding setting. Impressions - the Jingle Pot 
where I learned to swim and row, the greenery and great stands of trees, the memory of 
the walk around the Jingle Pot to the campfire. The campers - I remember several 
evacuees from Britain and the daughter of the owner of the Wallace Shipping firm. 
Counsellors, a Miss Mellish in my cabin; also campers from Ocean Falls - Muriel and 
Gwen Lipsey and Muriel Smith. I was definitely moulded by my experience at 
Moorecroft with many memories. 

Marion Corbett 



Moorecroft Stories 

Many were the changes required when the Presbytery took over the camp. Miss Moore 
began with the facilities of the original homestead, mostly centred around the playing 
field. The water came from wells on the south side, the swampy area to the west of the 
playing field which was the garden. The house, a small log building became the kitchen 
and present '"Green Room '" the dining hall. The road access came in through the playing 
field. Miss Moore built cabins where the present cabins, 1 to 12  are located and built a 
wash house where the fire stand is past cabin 12 As well she built the Craft Hut, the 
Lodge and Miss Moore's  cabin. 

On the new camp committee were half a dozen men who assumed responsibility 
developing new facilities. Dennet Bryson worked for Bloedel Stewart & Welch as a 
property manage, who knew what was available in the various company operations, and 
how to obtain it. From the Pulp Mill construction camp he got the dining hall, which was 
built on four large cedar timber '"sleds" . Three still hang under the dining hall, the fourth 
one was removed and used to drag the Green Room down from the playing field. That 
«skid" lay beside road causing the road to be called '"Skid Road" The kitchen was built 
onto the side of the dining hall. The original cook stoves came from logging camps and 
were fueled with wood, and later oil. Splash House # 1 was also hauled from the Pulp 
Mill complete with concrete floor and toilets. The north side of that building was for 
thirty or more years was the workshop The Caretaker's House came from the company 
town at Great Central Lake. 

As well the Office, First Aid, the Directors and cabin 3A were built, plus the Lodge was 
lengthened and the ceiling raised two feet. This required money and volunteers. Work 
parties frequently numbered 50 as the Presbytery got behind their new camp. 

A new road was built connecting to Stewart Road and a Hydro line put in from the 
Dorcas Point Road. This line was difficult to maintain as there was no road alongside so 
in time of an outage service was done on foot. Later this was changed to Stewart Road. 
In the early years there was a plan to close in the bay to make swimming pool. This led 
to the construction of the "dyke" as a test, at a cost of just under $ 1 ,000.00. That plan 
was dropped when it was realized that a pool would kill all the inter-tidal sea life and 
would limit boats to the bay. The dyke has withstood the test of the storms. 

In 1969 a contract was let to build the # 2 Splash house. In 1 970 a school bus was 
purchased for $ 1 25.00, Barry Forbes to rebuild an engine for it. A work party was held 
to sand and paint '"Esmarelda" with Sherry Mitchel Painting Moorecroft on the side in 
'"flintstone" letters. The first wave of improvements was complete. 

A R1 Sl<-IPsey 
MARCH dJ)o8 



The evolution of camping; 

Through the years a great variety of camps have been offered to meet the needs of a 
changing society . In the beginning most camps were an extension of activities or 
programs within the congregations, whereas today programs draw from the broader 
society, instead of Sunday School the campers are often sponsored by social agencies. 
Does that lessen the value or does it increase it as a tool of evangelism in a secular 
world. ? 

What a wonderful variety that has been offered. Here are a few 
Presbytery weekend was lively at Moorecroft, complete with singing grace just as at 
youth camps. But the best part was when sessions were done, members gathered in the 
lodge for a square dance, music provided by the members. Dorn Cornish did a good job 
of getting his notes from a wash tub. 

For those that like to keep right on camping there was the "Keen Agers" camp, that was 
mostly spirited pensioners. They indulged in all the regular activities, swimming, 
boating, campfires, crafts etc. I don't recall a sports day. 

Music camp was well attended for several years. Campers could choose from band to 
choral plus crafts and waterfront activities. Often the last night was time for a concert and 
often a play. Photography was also very popular 

Senior co-ed was often the last camp of the summer, allowing the young people to work 
at a summer job but take the last week off to attend camp, not to end up totally deprived 
of camping. Some serious soul searching sometimes led to alter calls and a commitment 
to Christ. 

Junior co-ed was a more recent innovation, reflecting a trend in the education system. 
This often accommodated family holidays that pennitted parents to send the kids to the 
same camp and enjoy some meaningful R & R themselves . .  

Family camps were offered mostly in the "shoulder" seasons, especially for work 
parties. They were encouraged to bring their R V s to augment camping accommodation. 

Because of his history of "outward bound" type Boy Scout camps , Fro Affleck 
convinced Art Skipsey to lead the "Senior Boys Pack Camp" He was able to draw from 
the scouting family for experienced leaders who had so much fun and adventure that 
there was always an ample number of leaders, who mostly came back for several years as 
did many of the boys. It was quite different taking a group of unknown strengths and 



experience to leading a scout group where the boys were both known and tested. With 
this in mind a route was chosen along the Beaufort Range, from Horne Lake to 
Cumberland. This was chosen so that in case of serious problems help could be found by 
descending to the Albemi Valley to the West or to the houses on the East coast In 
planning it was arranged to access the mountain via logging roads at either end. As the 
time approached both of these offers were withdrawn as the camp bus did not have air 
brakes and the road was considered too steep. To cover the distance meant hiking long 
hours some days. 

The routine was for the campers to arrive after lunch on the first day. The time was 
spent checking for appropriate gear, removing unnecessary items, forming' cabin groups 
and explaining procedures. After breakfast on the second day the food and equipment 
was distributed and packs checked for weight. The goal was to have the boys carrying 2S 
to 30 pounds depending on their size and the leaders, SO pounds. The provisions were 
checked very carefully as once on the trail there was no chance to make up for 
deficiencies. Besides the groceries ordered Mrs. K made up a good quantity of granola, 
which proved to be "lifesaver" 

The second day was a critical one where the condition and the spirit of the hikers became 
evident. This meant establishing a hiking order and moving the slowest ones to the front 
of the line. Hiking lasted this trip until l O P M. when camp was made on an old logging 
road. It was decided that three of the boys were not up to the trip. Then the decision had 
to be made whether they could be trusted to follow the logging road down to the highway 
or did a leader need to accompany them. In the morning it was decided to send them on 
their own with instructions to phone the camp. 

The daily routine was to arise at 6 A M and to finish breakfast and be on the trail by 
8 A M. After hiking for two hours a break was caned where a serving of granola was 
distributed. Then followed two more hours of hiking before making lunch. On the third 
day the boys were starting to read nature. They would rumounce that they could smell 
snow ahead. The top ofthe Beaufort is sub-alpine, offering enough clearings to make it 
good hiking. There were also challenges. On the fourth day Art stopped to survey the 
route down a steep slope. Behind him were three boys that the leaders thought had been 
"shanghaied" off the streets of Vancouver. There language was rough so they earned the 
tag of the Three Mouthkateers. While standing there, behind Art, one said « this would 
be a good place to push him over. " Then after a long pause another said " Y eh, but how 
would we get back. " 

On the Sth day Don Brooks stuck up a hiking song, to the tune of the Jamaican Rum 
song, to tell of our challenges, which referred to as the Granola song. We added verses 
pertinent to each trip for the next 1 2  years. An example: 

We hike all day in the heather beds 
But sleep at night with a rock at our head 
Chorus: 
Oh No Oh No a littie granola and on we go 



Art Skipsey say climb to the top 
Roger Whitrnee say we gotta stop 

Chorus 
The trip should have been one day longer to make up for the loss of the road access at 
either end but push we did. The last day was hard on feet as we several miles on logging 
roads, giving some blisters as souvenirs . Jerry was to meet the gang at lake above 
Cumberland with the camp bus, Esmarelda. He asked Art' s son Joe who was lifeguard at 
the camp when he should expect the hikers, who were scheduled to arrive at 3 P M. Joe 
predicted within two hours. Jerry took extra food and blankets just in case. They arrived 
at 4 P M, tired but happy. 

After 1 2  years this camp was cancelled because of falling registrations, reflecting 
changes in society. Jack and Noreen Keen led some less challenging teen co-ed camps 
but these too were later dropped. The evolution of camping continues. 

F\RT 5KI  P5E� 
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Waterfront 

Water attracts most evelyone, including campers and residents of Vancouver Island. 
Moorecroft has prime waterfront plus a unique tidal bay. Rowboats were one of the assets 
specified in the purchase of Moore croft, and quite a variety of craft have been added on 
several occasions. The first were 8 foot plywood flatties made by volunteers. Many 
campers learned to row these small vessels around the bay and were raced in «regattas" 
Another popular addition were the paddleboards again made by volunteers. For the first 
20 years each winter the boats were stored under the craft hut, dining hall or lodge 
requiring muscles and trucks to move them Boats were a high maintenance item as boats 
were more likely to be dragged than carried to the water. In the early 60s a large ramp 
was built using decking from the assembly wharf in Port Albemi. This brought two more 
problems, it floated at high tide and built up slippery slime making for good sliding but 
poor footing. This was remedied in 1979 when concrete footings were poured and alder 
s leepers bolted on top for planking for a narrow ramp to slide the boats on while the users 
walked on the gravel. Alder was chosen because torredos that devour wood do not like 
alder, this proved by more than 25 years use. Windfall timber was towed to an assembly 
point, loaded on Alex Turner' s  farm truck and hauled a small mill in Qualicum Beach. 
One large "peeler" log was beach combed from Gerald Island. This required first taking 
the Forest Ranger, Harley Norberg to examine the log to verify that because of torrOOos 
the log had no commercial value. This log when savvn gave very good planks that 
provided the floor for the boat house. Through such scrounging the ramp and the boat 
house were constructed for only $300.00. Labour for the boathouse was chiefly from the 
boys at the Senior Boys Pack re-union. 

The swimming float was another high maintenance feature. Again the torredos could eat 
away the logs in as little as 6 years. This happened when McMillan & Boedel gave a 
number of logs for a new float. .  This entailed a slow towing job to bring the logs from 
Northwest Bay using an eleven foot boat and a twenty horsepower outboard. A new float 
was constructed only to find the buoyancy was eaten away in 6 years. Sliding new logs 
under the float was not easily done. 

One day arriving at Horseshoe Bay Art Skipsey looked enviously at the large tubular 
floats used to guide the ferries into the dock. On his return he shared his vision with the 
camp treasurer Jim Robertson, an M & B employee. Jim was able scrounge some bent 
mobile spar tubing 28 inches in diameter, 3/8 inch thick, allowing the construction of the 
steel float on the shore , below cabin 7. A pattern was made to cut end tubes to fit to the 
side tubes. A welder was hired to weld the tubes in place. When assembled this float 
weighed 7 tons. The whole structure was painted vV1th a black gum to prevent rust. Logs 
were placed under float to act as rollers and more logs were placed between the road and 
the beach to form a ramp. Then the float was slowly pushed forward. As it reached the 
ramp and gained speed a great cheer went up. Then the float caught on something and 
swung against a cedar tree. { the scar is still on the tree} . The float had to be winched 
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back up and start the trip again . .  After a year the float was beached at the far end of the 
bay, jacked up so scratches could be recoated with gum. Since that flrst year if has 
remained in the water, when the tide is in, and muscles and barnacles allowed to grow. 

Swim tests occurred from the float. For the first 35 years access to the float was by 
walking a log. This appeared a bigger challenge to the leaders than to the campers, but 
eventually led to the building of a ramp with railings to access the float. Use of the float 
was permitted only when a lifeguard was on duty. 

In 1 968 a scout group from Vancouver installed an aerial tram across the bay, between an 
arbutus tree near the Craft Hut and a flr tree near the barbeque site. This was operated 
only at high tide in case a camper fell they would land in the water. Before being 
allowed to ride across the person had to pass a hang test to be sure they had arm strength. 
The person would slide down the slope to the north shore and either drop into the water 
or hang on until pulled back to the launch platform. 

Boats were restricted to the inner bay except by arrangement. Excursions using the 
clinker built boats were allowed, often to Gerald Island for a "camp-out". They were 
escorted by a power boat incase of problems. When a 27 foot ex-navy whaler was 
brought into service it added a new element of sailing and also boat rides tor junior 
campers. This boat had a lifesaving capacity of 25 adults. For several years a sailing 
camp was run for senior boys, using several borrowed boats, some as small as Sabots. 

The waters of the straits deserve respect. In the early years some campers became stonn 
bound on Gerald Island. The pioneer who lived on the island ferried them back to the 
camp safely but on his return trip his boat floundered and he drowned. 
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Moorecroft 

My memories. 

Disclaimer. 

My involvement with Moorecroft covers a very short portion of its 
62 years as a United Church camp. Most of what I know of its 
history is knowledge acquired by somebody else's experience, and 
their telling of it. 

What I do tell of my memory is also suspect since I have destroyed 
printed records that would reveal dates and details that a fickle 
memory cannot recall or does not recall accurately_ Dates and 
people using my memory as a reference point for a permanent 
record of the camp 5 s life are to be treated with extreme caution. 

A try at remembering 

I believe the United Church of Canada purchased Moorecroft from 
Gertrude Moore in the early 1 9508. I did not become a member of 
Comox-Nanaitno Presbytery until my appointment to Campbell 
River United Church in July of 1960. The congregation in 
Campbell River and of myself as its minister had only peripheral 
contact with Moorecroft. The travel distance mandated against 
involvement in short-term events at Camp. As I recall, the 
Presbytery did have oversight of the camp, but exercised it very 
loosely. So I cannot remember Moorecroft has being important in 
the life of that congregation rill sure the same was true for those 
points in the Presbytery that were not within easy driving distance 
of the campsite: Port Hardy, e.g. -Alert Bay, Tofino-Ucluelet, 
Ahousat, Bamtleld, 

From 1 964, when I moved to Prince Rupert to be Superintendent 
ofMiS8ions until 1 987, when I came to Port Albemi I was not 
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resident in Comox Naniamo Prespressebytery and had no 
involvement with Moorecroft and knew almost nothing of its 
operation. 

My involvement with Mooreroft began in a tentative way. When I 
accepted a posting to St. Andrews, United Church in Port Alberni 
in 1 987. For my first few years in the Port Albemi I was heavily 
involved in the Presbytery being its chairman. Difficulties were 
being experienced around the issue. Then for me there followed a 
couple of years of heavy involvement at the Conference level of 
church political life culminating in a year as President of 
Conference. 

When I finally retired in 1 992. I had time to devote to the Ministry 
at Moorecroft. I began to attend the monthly Saturday work 
parties, and occasionally trips between work parties. Edward 
Spencer was then chairman of the grounds committee and was 
responsible for overseeing the work being done on the physical 
components of the campsite. 

There were certain regulars at work parties. Ian Potts routinely 
brought a carload or more of men from Comox-Courtenay; 
Spencers of Port Albemi where routinely there; and frequently a 
carload or more came from Nanaimo�s  three Churches. 
Ladysmith;(Dave Stringer was too ill by then to be acctive). 
Chemanus; Cedar; Qualium Beach was also routinely represented 
by Joe and/or Art Skipsy. Parksville provided space for the board 
meetings, but I do not recall names of persons from Parksville 
regularly at the work parties 

Mrs. Kennedy had just retired ending her long-term service as 
resident Camp Manager and Joe Wallace had stepped down as 
chairman of the Moorecroft Camp Committee. 



The committee struggled to find a Manager who was competent, 
able and willing to manage the camp on the salary the committee 
felt it could pay That proved to be a daunting task. It seemed to 
me that the enthusiasm for the camp suftered adversely. Finances 
at Camp were affected as was the ability to recruit an adequate 
supply of enthusiastic camp leaders who Were willing to be trained 
for the difficult task of leading summer camps. 

It was probably in 1 995 or 96, that I began to attend Moorecroft 
Camp management committee meetings. The offIcers of the 
committee, and a few who had been attending these meetings for 
many months or years understood what was going on and did a 
very competent job. But the membership of the committee 
appeared to me to be very chaotic. Each congregation was to send 
a representative. That representative was not consistently the same 
person. When there was an important issue about which a 
congregation was concerned there was a delegation perhaps 3,4,5 
or more people from one congregation came to argue their case 
and congregations that were not concerned may not have any 
representation. 

Some of the old-timers and faithful members of the committee 
took sabbatical leave or pursued careers that took them out of the 
area. Dr. John Potts, and his wife Kathy left for a term of service 
in Africa. John had been secretary of the committee, and John and 
Kathy had led summer camps. And many who took their place 
while full of enthusiasm lacked experience or knowledge of the 
camp history. I began to feel the structure of the committee was 
not helping long-term planning and current management to the 
extent that it should. I felt others shared my concern, and we 
began to work on a new constitution for the committee. I lacked 
the experience of camp life to fully appreciate the implication that 
history held for future planning. Fortunately, I had the very able 
help Ian Potts and others. We finally presented a detailed draft of 
what we thought the committee would look like and how it would 



function. One change called for a rather small Committee of 
persons elected to serve for two or three or four years. We hoped 
thereby to enable fast and informed decision-making. We hoped 
that the smaller committee composed of members serving over a 
longer period of time would find the directors more creatively 
involved in camp activities We also called for Presbytery to name 
two persons to the board thus formalising and assuring Presbytery 
involvement. 

Perhaps the biggest change anticipated was that the Moorecroft 
Committee would become a registered society with considerable 
independence from Presbytery and thus making it easier to raise 
funds outside of the Church structure. When legal counsel 
suggested to us that perhaps should specify that all members of the 
proposed society board be named by Presbytery. I could see no 
advantage in registering as a society as the church relation to the 
camp would not drastically change and I perceived that to be one 
of the problems. 

During my active association with the camp I twice served as cabin 
leader for j unior boys camps. In both occasions, program manager 
for the camp had experienced difficulty in recruiting sufficient 
leadership to mn a safe camp. In both cases, I volunteered, very 
close to the opening of camp. In one case, I think perhaps three 
days. If there had been any training. I did not share in it and so 
lacked a clear vision of what the fundamental purpose of the camp 
and the methods to be used to achieve the goals were. In both 
camps I was a late draft to the chaplaincy, and thus had to do my 
planning for that role on a day by day basis while at Camp with its 
other duties and distractions 

At least three times in the years I was associated with Moorecroft a 
committee was struck to study Moorecroft and make 
recommendations for its future. Cynically I say that in each case 
committee came back and reported exactly what everybody already 
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knew -that the campsite was an excellent campsite and very 
valuable to the church but its potential was not being fully 
realized,-that the facilities of the camp needed upgrading and more 
money needed to be spent on leadership and program development 
One committee recommended that some selective logging be done 
on the site to generate income. That suggestion was hotly debated 
within the committee, and the opposition was so intense that no 
action was taken at that time. 

At a later time, an agreement was struck with the Presbytery to 
raise $ 1 50,000 for the camp.--half of it to be raised by the 
Presbytery and half by the camp committee. Ian Potts, did some 
noble work in raising funds out of the Comox Valley the camp 
committee raised the small portion of its money by selectively 
logging taking out mature trees and trees that were a hazard to 
hikers on the campsite. Neither party came close to the agreement 
to raise its quota. 

At a later date, money was secured from Be conference to undergo 
professional study of the site. That study when completed 
commented on suitability of the site and reported a consensus of 
opinion amongst those consulted that the site needed to be 
upgraded with modern camping facilities. That study cost in the 
neighbourhood of $50,000 and would require about a million or 
more to implement. Nobody was ever found who could or would 
raise the money needed. 

In spite of all its difficulties Moorecroft still remains a very special 
place for almost every person who experienced a camp or function 
at that remarkable sight purchased from Miss Moore some 60 years 
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cabin leader and served in that capacity in three or four Church 
camps stated at one time, "Moore croft is the best campsite the 
Church has" ." 
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STORIES ABOUT MOORE CROFT FROM MOLLIE STRINGER 

1 :Dave Stringer and I ( his wife) started going to Moorecroft about 1957, ( I remember 
well as my son was in my womb at the time ). I remember going to where the old dining 
room was near the "now playing field " and where the pellet range is, and having 
breakfast; well, hotcakes anyway and maybe it was lunch. Bill Van Druten, an early 
minister at Brechin church was sitting on our side of the table - one long table - as the 
large plate of pancakes came, and this " young man " between Bill Van Druten and me, 
took his fork and plunged it into the platter of pancakes, spearing them all and plunking 
them down on his plate! Bill Van Druten said " Look at that deer over there", and as the 
young man looked Bill Van Druten plunged his fork into the lads stack of pancakes 
and put them back on the platter and sent them around the table and the young lad got 
none till more were made. 
2 :  We had many years of going to Moorecroft. Early on Gwen Johnston and I and Cora 
Skipsey and other Explorer Leaders took our Explorer groups for a long weekend 
(Friday afternoon - Sunday late afternoon), we would have Explorer groups with their 
leaders from all over the Presbytery and had all the cabins from 1-12 in use and Craft 
House, and Kennedy Lodge and "Cook Out" and waterfront got huge use - especially the 
Cabins and Dining Hall. The camp would be full and such hilarity and good fun. Many 
happy memories made. 
3 :  One very memorable time for Gwen Johnston and me was sleeping in Craft hut and 
mice running over our faces in the night. "Craft Hut "has so many memories for us as all 
groups did crafts in their home groups and we learned each others crafts, songs, skits and 
games at camp. A hilarious joyous time. 
4: How the Dining Hall came to be Stringer Hall :  
Dave Stringer was totally devoted to keeping the camp up. All the years when he was in 
AOTS (mens group) he and the men of Ladysmith - Chemainus AOTS groups made one 
of their projects to keep up the cabins at Moorecroft. Each church had a cabin or two to 
maintain. Cabins 1 and 2 were Ladysmith-Chemainus at that time and they rebuilt these 
two cabins. 

Also Dave, being a builder and by hobby, a "general fix-it" man and one who 
appreciated all Catherine Kennedy was as the Caretaker of Moore croft, took it upon 
himself to answer the call when Catherine would phone-even in the night ( freezing 
weather ) and say " The pipes have frozen " or " There's a tree down on line ", and Dave 
would get up and go up to Moorecroft to help fix it. When Dave passed away in 1 987 his 
memorial service said "If you wish to give a memorial gift-please give it for Ladysmith 
United Church or to Moorecroft Camp. So much money came in for Moorecroft that the 
Camp Committee completely renovated the Dining Hall and named it "Stringer Hall", 
what a lovely remembrance of Dave. 
5 :  Ernie Jackson ofChemainus congregation, Gwen Johnston and Dave were 
faithful servants of Moorecroft Camp Committee meetings for years and years. Gwen 
was Secretary and Dave and Ernie on Maintenance or Project Supervisor. Every 4th 
Monday, at 6:00P.M. Ernie would come over to our place and they would go to Gwens, 
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and taking turns as driver, they would drive to Moorecroft meetings (usually at Parksville 
or Qualicum (old church) and not get home till midnight. Moorecroft Committee people 
were sure dedicated and they all were working people - hardly home from their day jobs, 
but Moorecroft was so important. Dedicated people. 
6 :  "Keen Agers" 

Another memory I have about Moorecroft is that of "Keen Agers Camp". This was a 
week (I think it was a week long event) that was started sometime around 1986. I was 
asked to lead one of these Keen Ager camps, a good experience. People of " Retirement 
Age", men and women ( married couples in some cases ) came to stay at the camp; some 
for a full week, some for a couple of days. We had speakers, like one on various kinds of 
trees that are growing in the Moorecroft area; one on marine life and examining shells, 
creatures, plants etc. on the ocean floor and tide line; one on sea life around Moorecroft 
(ie seals,  walrus, birds, fish); and one on trails and plants in the walk area. Also one night, 
a speaker on sky and stars. We had discussions, book sharing, and lots of good food. , a 
great week and I found leading it (getting speakers etc.) a great experience. 
7 :  Meals and "Souper Supper" Early Years 

Meals when Catherine Kennedy was resident "Manager and Chief' were something to 
be remembered. No costly pizza, but lots of porridge and "left over" porridge which later 
became cookies. Lots of apples and other "in season" fruits and of course, hotcakes and 
syrup and the perennial favourite "hot dogs". "Cookouts" of course have always been 
special and as far as I can remember, always with the bonfire at the "cook out" place 
there by the waterfront near Vesper Point. 

Of course campfires have always been a favourite time and place for every camp, and 
the lighting of the candles and setting them "out to sea" on their "logs" - pieces of wood
as we sang "Day is done, gone the sun, from the lakes, from the hills, from the sky. All is 
well, safely rest, God is nigh. Often tears as campers left to go home having made 
wonderful new friends and lifelong memories. 

"Souper Supper" went annually for years-for as long as I can remember. Early on each 
church provided salads, six pies and 6 dozen buns. Margaret Wallace and I cut up pies 
and served them for years. I also remember chopping veggies for soups - ask Myrtle 
Spencer - she knows lots about "Souper Suppers". I understand that the Skipseys and 
others got the clams and oysters from the sea beds at Moorecroft. Myrtle and Co. knew 
we should have 4-6 kinds of soups. I think we charged $ 7.00 for each adult and $ 20.00 
for a family, children under 5 ate for free. 

Mollie Stringer 
March 2008 
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ALICE POTTS REMEMBERS 

Lying awake early this morning, my mind started wandering, as minds do-- the early acquaintance with 
the camp---Went back to our early years here. We've been in Courtney 50 years this past summer! ! ! ! 
Somehow it is all tied up with AOTS mens group; and the influence of those early workers at the camp. 
Anyway, at the breakfast table I opened the subject up and Ians mind is going like a trip hammer and he is 
now sitting down and making a diagram---so, something is on its way! 

Dennet Bryson, Bruce Coleman, Ernie Jackson from Chemainus, and of course Dave Stringer. Ian first 
met Dave at a work party and they were putting the foundations under the dining hall. Ian dared to pick up 
and use one of Daves tools without asking permission! ! !  Not done ! We lived in a little house 2 miles 
south of Courtney for ten years. All these guys used to visit us there. I remember Bill Van Druten calling 
by, for instance. 
It all comes back to the Mens Groups at the churches, doesn't it? The work groups are an outgrowth of 
that. 
Ian was complaining here not long ago about women running the church now. So, I said, then get the 
mens group started again. It had been going but petered out. So, this year, they're back having breakfast 
gatherings one Saturday a month and last month there were 17 fellows out. 
So, something is on its way. 
Marg Attwell and her CGIT camps. 
Hartley Rollins brought school groups down for years then quit when hired staff was inadequate and 
didn't know how to cooperate with a camp director! 
Memories from Mrs. K. ! 
Ian directed Jr.Boys with Tom Pagdin. 
Tom and Mae Pagdin, their son Ross used to maintain the van each year-remember that? He operated a 
truck repair shop at the time and would overhaul the van. 

Alice Potts 
March 2008 
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MUSINGS FROM IAN 

I have been thinking back a great deal on the short history of Moorecroft under the 
Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery . . .  about 1 950 to the present time, and am seeing it as a huge 
tree with a wide base, heavily rooted in the Christian base, tapering upward to a small 
diameter being blown about in the wind of change, and the whole tree at risk of being 
blown over! . . . . . . . , . . . . 

Here is a brief outline of this "time line", as my own narrow view perceives, beginning 
at the base, and continuing upward. . .  . . .  

I have a multitude of vignettes from the 1 950's base line to the present, covered with 
slides, videos, and stories, naming of individuals, concerns etc. None of these extracts 
should be taken out of the big picture, to my way of thinking, until we glance at the time 
line. They would have little effect taken individually and would become just curiosities . . .  
. . . how useful? 

Anyway, here goes . . .  . . . . . 

1950's . . . . Rev. Moses arouses interest in Presbytery, as Miss Moore wishes to pass the 
camp to them, in trust, for use to youth. AOTS members and other church mens groups 
get behind the move, shift MacMillan Bloedel' s  bunkhouses in, and the heavy work 
parties begin . . . . . 
This is the heyday of the camping time, encouraged by the ending of WW 2 .  Depression 
time remembered by parents, lots of tasks for male participation, with young sons and 
daughters to fill the camper slots ! Jr. And intennediate boys and leaders available, 
outdoor privies, group sharing of food at camp, always a volunteer lifeguard in addition 
to male leaders, full use of the camp, shoreline and beyond to Gerald Island, and the 
forest behind . . . . . . . . .  work parties full bore on basic physical improvements. Etc. AOTS 
and Mens Groups in full swing in United Churches. 

1960' s  . . . . . . . . . . .  New Curriculum in 1 963 . . . . . .  Liberal theology, small split in 
developing congregations . . . . . .  but full camping continues . . . . . .  Cultus,Ocean Park, 
Moorecroft bring lots of kids from the mainland, good leadership especially in Jr.and 
Interntmediate Boys, good outings along shoreline and in the forest, crafts based on 
natural materials,( every boy has a j ackknife) etc. Rope swings and slingshots used in the 
forest, real singing at Campfire with skilled guitar music, (I could write a book on that! )  
Hippie movement begins and youth begins to question everything including 
Christianity . . . . 

1970 ' s  . . . . .  , Charismatic influence in the United Churches, C.O.M. (Cultis, Ocean 
Park, Moorecroft) dwindling . . . . diminished mens groups and AOTS . . . . . more difficult to 
obtain leaders etc. 
Camp used as a base camp by Skipsey (a good thing!)  Co-ed becoming popular. .  . .  ( It 
ruined boys camps, in my opinion ! )  Presbytery losing interest. . . . . .  (begun earlier) 



Maintenance needed with small response from men. Camp leaders of poor quality and 
background (apart from isolated few "gems") 

1 980' s .  " . . .  . . ,  More of the same . . .  . . .  needed funding shortfall . . .  youth seemingly 
losing interest in camping under some discomfort( ! ! ) Campfire time more hysteria and 
shouting from lack of leadership . . . . . .  Camp needs fulfilled by outside renting . .  . 
' "  boating equipment upgraded by dedicated men and congregations . . . . . .  Leadership 
aging . . . . . .  increasing costs in "hiring" summer staffs (a constant dilemma)",,,, prior 
leadership aging. Higher costs by Health and other inspections needed. . .  . . .  Camp 
Committee in sometimes disarray ! ! !  Presbytery backing off from solid support. 

1 990's . . . . . .  More of the same . . . . . .  Big Question . . . . . .  What can we do? How do we get 
good leadership? What is happening? Overworking leadership that we have followed by 
discouragement and lack of appreciation by Presbytery. . .  . , .  new generation of campers 
does not seem to fit the old methods . . . . . .  (no jackknives, for instance!) 

2000's  . . . . . .  What to do with the Camp? Conference desires sale . . . . . .  great resistance 
by "sacred Few". . .  . . .  . . .  the future of Camping Ministry seriously questioned . . . .  

So, hopefully, all is in Gods hands, Whose Hands are our hands! . . . . . .  ' "  

Ian Potts 
March 1 ,  2008 
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Mrs. K at Moorecroft 

My Mother took over Caretaker and Camp Register, after my Father passed away in 
1 971 ,  and lived and worked here for eighteen years, and enjoyed the beauty being there, 
to watch over the camp and all the goings on there. I always wished she had written 
down her memories and thoughts about her time there. 

She lived most of the off season with her beloved dog, Leo, a collie whom she inherited 
from Peter and Lynn Newberry from Nanaimo. My Sister, Mary Lou lived with them 
while she went to Nanaimo High School. 
Leo and the Cat, and Mother would take daily trips down through the camp seeing that 
everything was in order, and on several occasions she would return to the house missing 
the cat. So it was back down through the camp to finally find the cat in the Upper 
Splash-house. 

One day, a young German Shepherd dog arrived at the camp Mom tried several times to 
find his owners, and when she did , she found out that they didn't want a dog anymore. 
So he became "Stranger" . He and Leo became buddies , both of them were company 
for Mom. Mom went to my Brother's for Christmas and when she came home she found 
that Leo had passed away . It was like Stranger knew he was sent to protect her. He 
took over Leos' duties of companion, on walks, and making friends with the campers. 
Both of these dogs were in their glory in the summertime when there was always a kid or 
two that loved to throw a stick for them. Stranger, also like to pick up rocks and have 
someone throw them for him too. 

She enjoyed getting to know so many children coming to the camp and also all the 
different staff members that helped make things easier for her during the summer. Some 
of the kids became her "Special Kids", and a couple CaIne to live with her afterwards 
. She often talked about the different ones from time to time and also enjoyed many visits 
with them either at the camp or after she moved to Osoyoos. 

Mom etUoyed being there, she l iked being near where my Dad had passed away, she was 
near my husband and I in Parksville and after my Sister got married , and moved to 
Osoyoos, and had family of her own . Mom made many trips to visit the Grandchildren 
there or in Terrace with my Brother's  family. 

Mom was able to move to Osoyoos and live in her "tin box in an Apple Orchard (she 
loved apples ) and even had a chance to pick one off a tree, at Christmas, that was 
missed when it was harvested in the fall. 
She became a member of the Osoyoos United Church there and worked in the Thrift 

Shop there for 1 0  years. 

Mom passed away, in August 1 999. 

Submitted by Jean Dingsdale 
July 08 
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MARY GALLOWAY REMEMBERS 

In 1958 Mrs. Polly Kellington from the Powell River United Church, Mrs. Veach from 
the Westview United, and myself from the Cranberry United Church went over to 
Moorecroft as CGIT leaders. We flew over to Comox, in a 2 seater plane along with 
some girls from these three churches in Powell River. We were met at the airport by 
members of the United churches on the Island and taken to Moorecroft. This was before 
we had ferry accommodations to the Island. 

Mrs. Kellington was made "House Mother", I think it was called. A few of the leaders 
stayed in a house on the hill at the far side of Jingle Pot Bay, as it was called at that time. 
There were 4-6 girls to a cabin and my girls were not from the Powell River area. 

We had bible sessions, crafts, sports, etc. time out, and sing songs. Every evening hot 
chocolate and cookies were served to the girls, they always seemed so hungry, like all 
young people. The last evening we had a service at the edge of the bay at high tide; all 
had to make a little raft, if I remember right, with a candle attached. The candle was lit 
and the little raft set afloat. They all came away in high spirits. 

Mary Galloway 
March 2008 
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MARLENE CMIKIEWICZ REMEMBERS 1961 

Set in Nanoose Bay, B.e., far from the noise of town or city, Moorecroft United 
Church camp is nestled deep in the forest (or so it seemed to me) and opens out on the 
ocean to a small bay, a most beautiful setting, especially when it was bathed in sunshine. 
As you entered the camp you could see the Managers house on the left, the office directly 
ahead, and behind that the washrooms with showers and off to the right and up a small 
hill stood the large dining hall and kitchen. The cabins were just beyond the office 
surrounded by trees and the ruggedness of rocks. It is still the same today! A paradise for 
children who go there for a weeks vacation. 

196 1  was my first year in Canada. I had immigrated from England in July1 960 to 
Ucluelet on the West Coast of Vancouver Island, and spent that first summer working at 
Moorecroft to help clear off a few debts. Like all the staff, I was given a cabin to live in, 
not much in comfort, but adequate and camp style. Our days were long, but we enjoyed 
being in such beautiful countryside. On wann evenings after work we would swim in the 
ocean where fluorescent bubbles would bubble up around us, especially where the water 
was wann. It was so relaxing with the sunset of reds, yellows, and orange painting the 
sky; the blue of the mountains off in the distance and the forest surrounding us. 
Sometimes the campers would be singing at the campfire. We felt at one with God and 
His world. 

The camp day began very early for the workers. There were four of us in the kitchen, 
cook, the cooks helpers, and two kitchen aids, of which I was one and a young First 
Nations woman was the other. We were up and in the kitchen by 6:30am to prepare 
breakfast for the young people and their leaders. They would usually have cereal, a 
cooked breakfast, toast, juice, and maybe fruit. Everything was cooked on a stove that 
was fed with wood all day long, and on hot days that could be unbearable, but the food 
had to be cooked for the many hungry children! Later came a snack with fruit so we were 
kept busy, but I believe every cabin took a turn to help with clean up. My memory is abit 
fuzzy there, but I can't  think how it could all have been done without some help! They 
often had a picnic mid-day which helped with the dishes since we didn't have a 
dishwasher then. Then there was a hot dinner in the evening, and after dishes there was 
always cocoa and cookies to prepare for the campfire. 

There was swimming, rowing, canoeing and I believe archery for the children as well 
as learning about God and learning how to get along with each other. The camp fire times 
seemed to be the favourite with most everyone. 

It was a fun place to be, but all was not fun in the kitchen as cook was a real slave 
driver, especially if she didn't like you. Unfortunately for me, I was often in her bad 
books, mainly because she didn't like English people. She thought that I felt above doing 
hard work (why would I work in a kitchen if I wanted to slack off?!  ! ! )  so she gave me the 
toughest jobs such as, cleaning out burned food on the huge cooking pots, or scrubbing 
the splintered wooden floor on my hands and knees, and cleaning all the lowest shelves 
where the heaviest pots were kept. I was as determined as she was, to show her I could do 
all she asked and not complain, though there were times when unseen tears of humiliation 



ran down my face when she would criticize me in front of visitors. However, she was an 
excellent cook and the kids had great food and she made sure that the children were well 
looked after. 

I did complain to the United Church Minister because the young First Nations woman 
received less pay than me, but was doing equally as much. I was to understand that this 
was none of my business ! That may be true but it still did not make it right. 

Moorecroft holds a special place in my heart, a place where children can learn about 
God, perhaps for the first time, with the help of their Leaders, camp songs, the Bible 
stories and being with new friends and old. The atmosphere of love and the over 
whelming beauty of God's nature must have stayed with many children for a long time 
after they left for home. May there always be a Moorecroft! 

Submitted by Marlene Cmikiewicz 
March 3 2008 
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MEMORIES FROM DOROTHY MALLETT ATKINSON 

In 196 1 ,  my brother, Rev. Percival H. Mallett, was the minister at Cliffe Avenue 
United Church in Burnaby; his wife Kay Jones Mallett was a public health nurse. Mac 
and I lived in North Vancouver and belonged to the Highlands United Church there. Kay 
phoned one day to say that her older daughter Ethel, aged 1 0, was planning to go to the 
United Church camp on Vancouver Island, Kaye was going as camp nurse and taking her 
younger daughter, aged 8, with her. Would I consider going as a camp counsellor and 
taking my daughter Pam, aged 7, as company for her cousin Phyllis? 

It was a lovely warm summer and the camp property was so beautiful ! I helped with 
the camp song leading at meal times in Stringer Hall and at the campfires, a big circle in 
the woods at night, after a twilight service at Vesper Point. I also helped as a lifeguard at 
the swimming at the lagoon, as I had my lifesaving bronze medallion. We also had a 
clearing for softball and other games. My cabin #4 contained 3 sets of 2-tiered bunk beds 
for sleeping bags for 6 campers. I had my own single bed. A splash house with toilets and 
showers was nearby. Before breakfast we had a short worship service in the outdoor 
chapel. After breakfast we spent time in our own special place in the woods with Bible 
Study and a special curriculum set out by the United Church .After lunch everyone 
looked forward to Tuck. On Sunday we had morning service at the outdoor chapel and 
Vesper service in the evening at Vesper Point. 

At the 2006 Open House at Moorecroft, Pam and I wandered all over, reminiscing in 
all the old places. Cabin # 4 had glass in the windows now; when we were there we had 
rolled down canvas ! Everything else was the same, especially Vesper Point, a magical 
place. I wish to have my ashes scattered from there when I die ! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dorothy Mallet Atkinson 

March 2008 
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THE ELEVENTH HOUR 

We were down to the wire that summer of 1 978. The Moorecroft Camp 
Committee had ruled that all cabin leaders must be in place no later than seven days prior 
to the camp going-in, and we were still short two cabin leaders for the Intermediate Boys' 
Camp. This was my third year as Leadership Coordinator for the Camp Committee and 
this camp had been the hardest ever to staff. Believe me, I was praying - hard. I had 
followed-up on every possible leader I could think of, or whom anyone suggested - and 
we were still short. It looked as if a dozen boys would be disappointed. 

At the "eleventh hour," I received two phone calls - and the last two leaders were 
in place! Imagine my relief, delight, and thankful heart. 

During that period, Fro Affleck was Chair of the Camp Committee, and every 
September she hosted a"potluck dinner at her home for all the summer camp directors and 
Camp Committee members. Following the feast, we would evaluate our swmner camp 
experiences and record the "rainbows and crosses" to guide future planning. 

Just before the dinner, I was walking down the Afflecks' hallway, and 
encountered Fro's  husband, Rev. George Affleck. 

George said, "Hello, Mae. How did your summer go? Did you find enough 
leaders for the camps?" 

My heart leapt, my eyes widened, and I told him about the incredible answer to 
my prayer. 

George just smiled and said, "Mae, why are you surprised?" 

Mae Pagdin 
March 1 1 , 2008 



LOVE CONQUERS ALL 

A car drove into camp and stopped at the Office where I was waiting to welcome 
late-comers. A 1 3  year-old girl (I will call her Stella), dressed in designer jeans, white 
pullover, and sandals, emerged from the back seat. She wasn't kicking and screaming, 
but she might as wel l  have been. 

The time was August 1980, the first evening of the Music and Fine Arts Camp for 
co-ed 1 2  to 14 year-olds that Cora Skipsey and I were co-directing. 

Stella's response to my cheerful chatter as we carted her bedroll and suitcase to 
her cabin elicited a few mumbles; and my request that she change to runners met with a 
look-to-kill. "Let' s  go up to the Field and meet the others," I suggested. She shrugged, 
but followed along. 

Shrieks and laughter fell on our ears as we walked the forest trail toward the 
Field. We stepped into the clearing, and there they were - sweaty T-shirted teenagers, 
tearing up and down the Field, trying to "Steal the Flag " without getting caught. Cora's 
warm welcome and invitation to Stella to join-in was met with a curt, "No, thanks!" 
Stena preferred to stand at the edge, scowling at the unsophisticated spectacle before her. 

An eventful week passed, and the final morning of camp arrived. Cora and I had 
just checked out Cabin 1 2  and were returning to Directors via the Jingle Pot trail when 
we noticed three girls, arms entwined, walking towards us. The middle girl was crying, 
and the other two seemed to be consoling her. Who is it and what's the matter? we 
wondered. No clues in their dress, for by now, all the campers' garb looked much the 
same - rumpled and pleading for the washing machine. 

When we got closer, Cora said, "It's Stella crying!" 
"What's the problem, Girls?" I asked as we came abreast. 
"Stella doesn't want to go home . . .  ," her new friends replied. 

Mae Pagdin 
March 1 1 , 2008 
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PAM BROWN REMEMBERS 

I first went to Moorecroft when I was seven years old. I went to a week long Jr. Girls 
camp. My mother was a leader and my aunt was the camp nurse. My oldest cousin was a 
camper but her sister and myself were too young to be campers. What I remember about 
that week was sleeping in a canvas tent like a tepee, being bitten to death by mosquitoes, 
dressing up in costumes for dinner, singing after meals and at the campfire and tuck of 
course! 

I was happy to return to Moorecroft when we moved to the Island in 1965. That 
September I j oined CGIT and the following spring I attended my first CGIT weekend 
camp. That was the highlight of the CGIT year. Telling ghost stories from your bunk at 
night while snuggling down in your sleeping bag to keep wann in those windowless 
cabins. It was great to be on an adventure away from home!  The other great things about 
the weekends though were the comaraderies that were fonned as you planned a skit for 
the evenings around campfire or in Kennedy Lodge; or planned a vesper service for that 
most favoured spot, Vesper Point. Singing in the dining hall and later in the evening, 
making crafts and participating in a game were all important parts of the weekend. 
Another highlight was sending out boats with candles that we had made into the bay with 
a note on them. This was an annual tradition. At the end of the church service on Sunday 
we would get in two circles and sing "May the Road Rise to Meet You" to the person in 
the circle opposite you while holding hands and looking them straight in the eye. One of 
the circles would move. You would sing this song until you had sung it to everyone in the 
other circle. There was never a dry eye when it was finished. I am sure that every girl 
went home from that camp feeling that they had had a very special time and that they felt 
different than before they had went. There was always a time for self reflection while 
there or for a small group to spend time just talking. Many campers and leaders would go 
for a beach walk or to Vesper Point for some quiet time. 

I was to got to Moorecroft another 7 times as a leader. I missed one year as a daughter 
was born during CGIT camp weekend! These weekends were even more special as I got 
older. The weekend camps were a time for the leaders to have some fun together or time 
to get to know each other better. Much planning for the weekend, for the activities and 
much learning from each other went on there. 

I also led a group at a Junior Girls camp one summer and took all of my girls, none of 
whom were old enough for camp yet. The next summer I led the Junior Girls camp. It 
was great fun to give over a hundred young people an opportunity to enjoy the great 
outdoors and to learn about the Christian message at the same time. What a setting to do 
that! 

Moorecroft is such a special place. I am sure that there is nowhere in the world quite 
like it. I think of that property often. It brings me inner joy and peace to think of it. I 
believe that it has given so many people so much pleasure. It is a place like that that 
makes one happy to be in Gods world. 

When I was in Grade 1 1 , my CGIT group helped the cook in the kitchen for the 
weekend. The cook was Annie Clarke, a member of Brechin United Church who has 
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since died. I would like to share her bun recipe with everyone that I learned from her and 
which I still make. 

1 T. of yeast 1 tsp of sugar 1 Y4 c. lukewarm water 
Sprinkle the yeast and sugar into the water. Cover and let sit 1 0  minutes 

4 c. lukewarm water 1 c. vegetable oil 
Add the yeast mixture to this when ready. 

2 eggs 

1 2  c. of flour % c. of sugar handful of salt 
Mix together in a bowl or roasting pan. Add the liquid now. You have to knead it abit 
now. Add more flour ifnecessary so it doesn't stick. They say you need more flour if it is 
damp weather and that seems to be the case ! 
Grease bowl (or roasting pan) and let rise for two hours in a reasonable wann place. 
Punch down and let rise for another hour. Make into buns and put on greased baking 
sheets. Let rise another hour before baking at 400 degrees F. for about 15  minutes (or 
until golden brown). 

To make into buns, break off a piece of dough that would fit into the cup of your hand. 
Flour a board and roll the ball into the flour. Then place the dough into you hand and tum 
the dough while taking the outside of the ball and pressing it into the middle. This kneads 
the dough and makes it into a nice shape. 

You can also make cinnamon buns with this recipe. You can use all of the dough or say 
half of it for cinnamon buns if you like. Just roll out into a circle the dough you want to 
use for cinnamon buns then brush with butter and sprinkle with brown sugar and 
cinnamon. You can add what you want after that - raisins or currents, pine nuts, other 
nuts, coconut. Then roll out lengthwise. Cut slices off about one inch thick. Place circles 
flat side down on greased cookie sheets, let rise another hour and bake at 400 degrees F. 

Pam Brown 
March 1 7  2008 



GLEN KAWAHARA REMEMBERS 

For me, the memory that best represents what Moorecroft was all about when I was 
there happened at Teen Camp one year. 

At a Music Camp the previous year there was one camper who was very disruptive. 
The camper was bigger than most campers and was somewhat of a bully. I can't recall if 
the camper was an overage camper for that camp. 

The following year this camper was back but came to Teen Camp. When 1 saw the 
camper it looked like the camper had last years swagger and attitude. The Teen Camp 
started off the camp with an obstacle course. This camper had an excellent leader. I was 
observing the race and was standing near the finish l ine of the course. The camper was 
heading towards the finish line with their leader just ahead; the leader kept looking back 
and 1 heard the camper say "1 can't make it!"  The leader slowed up and said "Take my 
hand and I'll pull you through it." The camper took his hand and they made it to the end. 
The next day I saw the camper and I noticed a changed person, gone was their swagger 
and attitude. 1 never saw the camper after that camp but I'll always remember that 
expenence. 

Glen Kawahara 
March 2008 
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SHANNON (HUFFMAN) ZIM:MERMAN REMEMBERS 

Moorecroft has been a part of my life for many, many years and God has used my experiences there to 
bless and enrich both my life and the lives of others. 

As an Explorer, member of CGIT, summer camper and participant at Work Camps, Moorecroft was an 
important part of my life - many weekends were spent at camp and I have wonderful memories of 
Morning Watches, campfires and Vespers, as well as crazy conversations long into the night . . .  

I was fortunate to be a Cookie Girl on staff during the summer of 1 986 and it was there that I learned so 
much about living as part of a larger community. Volunteering as a Cabin Leader and directing LIT 
Camps gave me leadership experience that I have used both personally and professionally. Working at 
Camp was an experience l ike none other - it taught me about acceptance, tolerance and patience! My 
camp experiences have filled my life with wonderful and hilarious memories ! If only the walls and 
trails of Moore croft could talk . . .  

I enjoy lifelong friendships (and an awesome sister-in-law) that were built at Moorecroft. Moorecroft 
friends are connected in a very special way, sharing traditions and memories that time will not erase. 

It was at Moorecroft that I truly began to explore my faith. Sitting around the campfire or singing and 
praying at Vesper Point, God spoke to me and I began to hear His voice. I began to understand the 
glory of creation and the power of God's love. It was at Moorecroft that I committed my life to Christ. 
As a young adult, I did not walk with the Lord and Moorecroft became a part of my past. Thankfully, 
the commitment that I had made earlier in my life was strong and God used my life experiences to 
bring me back to Him . . .  and to Moorecroft, as welL 

Moorecroft is a Mission Field. Through the camp expedence, there is an opportunity to minister to 
children, youth and adults. Moorecroft is a place to explore one' s self, one's faith and one's 
relationships with others. Moorecroft is a place to be still and experience the voice of God. 

In recent years, I have had the blessing of returning to Moorecroft with my dear friend, my Mum, to 
share in and co-direct Craft Retreats. Being with multi-generations of women has been uplifting and I 
have been encouraged. Moorecroft is a place that crosses multigenerational boundaries - it brings 
people together whose paths might not have otherwise crossed. Spending time with these wonderful 
friends doing the crafts we love sets the stage for stories to be shared, lessons to be passed along and 
our faith in God to be strengthened. 

Walking through the trees, trails and along the shoreline at Moorecroft, I am reminded of so many 
people, lessons and memories. Moorecroft is a blessing in my life and it is my prayer that it continues 
to be this for people for many generations to come. 

Shannon Zimmerman 
March 2008 



LINDA BALDWIN REMEMBERS 

When Kevin Johnstone was very ill with cancer, I noticed many of his Moorecroft 
friends at the palliative care ward at the hospital. They would sit with Kev, sometimes all 
night, make meals for the family and support them in any way they could. The 
friendships that are made at Moorecroft form such strong bonds, and continue through the 
years. 

Vesper Point held a special place in Kevin's heart, and I was fortunate to walk with 
Kevin and his mother to Vesper Point at a Moorecroft Souper Supper four years ago. 

Kevins's Memorial Service at Moorecroft was an evening I'll never forget. It was a fun 
time when we celebrated his life with skits and rousing campfire songs. The evening 
ended at Vesper Point with prayers for Kevin, with family and friends cuddling together 
in the wind and the rain. 

Linda Baldwin 
March , 2008 

KARL KORVEN REMEMBERS 

One year I had someone from Korea in my cabin, that was a great experience. Helping 
kids build their boats for float out (that was a memory). Getting to work with my cousin 
one summer at Moorecroft, her name is Michele Korven (that is a memory).The 
Medieval Theme at Junior Co-ed was fun, we got to see a Medieval dance and the kids 
got to participate too. 

Karl Korven 
February, 2008 

GWEN JOHNSTON REMEMBERS 

Bunks in the craft hut-we slept on the floor on some kind of mattresses. 
Lots of camp songs. 
Swimming at the waterfront and playing around down by the waterfront. 

Wandering around the lovely trails explaining wild flowers and plants to the kids. 
I was a great hiker and lover of the outdoors and adventuring 

Gwen Johnston 
March 2008 
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MARILYN HUFFMAN REMEMBERS 

My first association with Moorecroft would have been back in the early 80's when our 
daughter was in CGIT attending the weekend camps and I attended during my brief stint 
as a CGIT Leader. We were a very close knit group and it was truly a wonderful 
experience. A year or two after that our young people began attending the Youth Retreats 
there and we all attended the Work Weekends and Work Parties where many wonderful 
and long lasting friendships began. I remember working in the kitchen for some of the 
Youth Retreats and enjoyed watching the transformation of many young people over the 
next few years. Our children all worked at the camp, one of them for about four summers, 
and we give credit to the many wonderful people who helped mould them into the caring 
leaders they have become. I think that Moorecroft has played a large part in the lives of 
many young people who have spent time there and are contributing so much to many 
people and the communities they now live in. 

The dedication of so many people that I saw when I was on the Camp Committee has 
given me a great insight into the value of volunteers and I cherish the friendships I have 
made over the years with folks from all over the Island. I became involved with the 
Board of Directors in 2003 and while no longer on the Board, continue to enjoy 
involvement with the camp as a volunteer when I can help out and again, have witnessed 
much dedication and determination from a wonderful group of people. 

Moorecroft is a magical place where I feel I am "Re-created" each time I go 
there . . .  the waves lapping on the shore, seals popping up in the bay; eagles flying 
overhead, deer passing through on the green, the quiet of the early mornings and the 
laughter and tears of friends during times of sharing. 

I remember Mrs. K. beloved by all, whose expectations of staff were high and she 
loved them twice as muchl I remember Stranger and how he welcomed everyone to 
camp, and rabbits that hopped by just out of reach of Jacoba and Glens dog, driving him 
wild. I remember cutting pies for "Souper Supper" and enjoying great visits while we did 
it, and the fun of watching the many talented ladies at Craft Retreats as well as the great 
walks we have. I remember helping build cabins 1 and 2; cleaning out the laundry room 
and under the caretakers house; helping to paint the dining hall. 

I have so many more wonderful memories of people and events but I think the memory 
that tops them all was seeing a young person brought to camp much against their will and 
making it very clear that they didn't want to be there. Through acceptance and the caring 
of campers and leaders over the week this  young person bloomed into a very active and 
willing participant who returned home with every intention of returning the next year. To 
me, this is what Moorecroft is all about. 

Marilyn Huffman 
March 3 1  2008 



JENN (BARKER.) AND AYDEN WRIGHT REMEMBER 

. . . .  the splash house troughs-who HASN'T had the opportunity to brush their teeth 
while somebody elses spit floats by? ! ?  

· . . .  Vespers Point - seals, sunsets, and a sense of peace (also my "Happy Place" during 
labour!)  
. . . .  campfire - silly songs (which are used EVERDAY as a teacher and as parents), crazy 
skits, "1 hate white rabbits". 
· . . .  waterfront - cold swim tests (especially when 1 was the guard out on the paddleboard), 
snorkelling (like swimming in our fish tank), water regattas (anybody else remember 
being a part of the "Minnows" in 1991 ?), overnight trips, a hovercraft rescue . 
. . .  . . .  .. dining hall - dip'n'flip, the bell (always fun to ring), the walk - in cooler (a great 
place to blow off some emotional steam, "knit 1 ,  purl 2", singing grace (this is done 
every day in our house - Aydens favourite is "Super Jesus". 
· . . .  chapel - a place to truly connect with God . 
. . .  . the blue van and the big blue bus . . . . .  Morning Watch - sunrises . 
. . .  . craft hut - 1 still remember my candle made out of a moon snail shell . 
. . .  . trolley - scary to guard, but fun to ride! 
. . . .  May Long Weekend Work Weekend - lots of work, tonnes of family fun . 
. . .  . full camp games . . . . .  float outs . 
. . .  . Mrs. K. - How DID she know everything that was going on? ! ?  
. . . . the nasty sandwiches 1 got on o ur  out - trips to Rathtrevor Beach during Junior Girls 
camps. I couldn't eat the peanut butter ones, so 1 got these interesting mixtures each year. 
1 buried them in the sand. They might still be there . 
. . .  . anyone remember the infamous "Kitchen Song"? 

1 by 1 we're having some fun, in the kitchen, all day and all of the night. 
2 by 2 we've dishes to do, in the kitchen . . .  
3 by 3 it ain't for free . . .  
4 by 4 we mop the floor. " 
5 by 5 we're more dead than alive . . .  
6 by 6 we've meals to fix . .  . 
7 by 7 this ain't no heaven . .  . 
8 by 8 we broke a plate . .  . 
9 by 9 the meals are fine . .  . 
1 0  by 1 0  we'll do it again . .  . 

. . .  . bonding over dishes . . . .  the old dishwasher system - how many people perfected the 
behind the back swinging of the baskets . 
. .  . . working our tails off and loving it. . . .  . life - long friends . 
. . .  . finally not feeling like a freak among my age - peers because of my faith . 
. . .  . finding our soul - mates. 

Submitted by Jenn and Ayden Wright 

May 2008 
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TA nOR REMEMBERS 

My name is Taylor. I love Moorecroft because it is a great place to meet new people!  I love the leaders 
there they are always so cheerful. The activities are always fun and unexpected. The one thing I like best 
is vespers point where we watch the waves sway back and forth while communicating with God. This is a 
marvellous place and I don't think anybody can take it away from us ! !  

Taylor Latta-Grimes 
February 2008 

AROUND THE CAMPFIRE 



CHAPTER 7 

MOORE CROFT IN PICTURES 

Do 

You 

Remember 

When ??? 



MOORECROFT CAMP 1940 

The pictures on the following two pages have been sent in by Marion (Sugden) Corbett who attended Moorecroft in 
August, 1 940 as a camper and continues to take an interest in the camp. Marion has labelled the pictures as follows: 

First page, left side going down: Play Stage- we put on dramatization of "Good King Wenceslas" for Christmas in July; 
Staff cottage?; my cabin mates; Staff of 1 940: Miss Gertrude Moore 3rd from left in back (nickname Dinty); 4 Jf. Counsell-ors 
in back; my camp counsellor in front on right, ? Mellish. 

Right side going down: Jean Rennie on right; Wallace on left; Main gathering place; My Counsellor Miss Mellish; 
my cabin members Lois Kennedy then me on the right. 

Second page, left side going down: Campfire spot; my counsellor Mellish (?); un-named building (could this be the present 
day craft hut ?) 

Right side going down: Marion Sugden Corbett in attire for campfire - headband denoted cabin; Jinglepot swimming platform; 
outdoor Chapel; Bottom picture un-named. 
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MOORECROFT CAMP 1953 

Top: Centre, Gertrude Moore in front of her (or staff'?) house. Bottom, Vesper Point in 2006. 
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JUNlfOR. GIRLS CAMP 1961 

Top: Leader, Dorothy (Mallet) Atkinson 
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JUNIOR GIRLS CAMP 1961 

' " " , .. . . . . , 

- - � I .' _ 
. '  �- "" . -

1', ?"- r "  ., 



OUT-T1lUP PROBABLY MID 1970'S 

1310  



SUMMER 1964 

Top L: Ernie Jackson and Grant Hooper. Top R: Cabin 8 Junior Girls. Bottom: Gwen Johnston, Explorer Leader and Moorecroft Camp Secretary 
for many years 

AVG 1904 
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CGIT WEEKEND CAMP 1981 

Top: "Toby" Margaret Attwel1. Bottom: Doing crafts in Kelmedy Lodge. 



CGGIT WEEKEND CAMP 

Top: L-R Leader Pam Atkinson-Brown, Patti Ryan, Michelle Nonnan, Heather McDonald_ 
Bottom: Pam Atkinson-Brown and Dorothy Atkinson in June 2006 
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lEXlP'LORlERS CAMP 1 983 
Top:Vesper Point 

INTERME DIATE GIRLS CAMP LEADElRS 1 9K3 (botlom) 
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JUNIOR GIRLS CAMP 1984 

Top: Group photo. Bottom: "The Huron Carol" 



§UMIVlIlER 1984 

Top: Leaders, camp 1II1knOWTI. Bottom: Boys Camp 
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§UMMER 1987 

Top: "Stranger", camp dog overseeing games. Bottom : Mrs. K and boys doing puzzle. 

1 4--1 
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DAVE STRINGER 

The picture and dedication plaque hang in the dining hall-Stringer Hall 

\ \ i 

Stringer Hall 

Dedicated to the Glory of God 
And to the memory of 

David. J. Stringer 
July 2, 1988 

By Rev. L.C. Hooper 



YOUTH RETREAT NOVEl\1lJBER 1988 

Top: L-R Sharon Fearon and Carolyn (Torhjehn) Ronald. Bottom: Rockin in Kennedy Lodge. 
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SUMMER 1989 

Top: Staff, Back L-R: Tanya Walter Gardiner, Guy Dubois, Grant Huffinan, Louisa Fawdry, Brian Spencer, Doug David, Tricia (Abbott) Huffinan, 
Front: Paul Eck, Noreen (Meggitt) Keen. Bottom: Boys Camp Out Trip. 
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SUMMER 1989 

Top: Lunchtime, possibly at Work Weekend. Bottom: The new ;olleyball court. 
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BOYS CAMP 1990 

Top: Staff: Jenn (Barker) Wright back L, Dana Walter-Gardiner center B, 
Heather Harper back R; Paul Eck (almost hidden) second from right middle row; 

Gary Imeson front. Bottom picture: Leader Ayden Wright. 
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JUNIOR BOYS CAMP 1 993 

Top: Chow Time. Bottom: Trying out the boats ! 
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FAMILY CAMP 1994 

Top: Soccer at the Playing Field. Bottom: On the Zipline. 
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SUMMER 1992 OR 1994 

Top: On the Range. Bottom: Steady now . . . .  
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sourER SUPPER 2001 

Recognition for many faithful years of service to the camp. 
Top: Skipsey family L-R. Cora, Art, Corinne, Joe. Bottom: L-R. Ian Potts, Myrtle and Ed Spencer; presenter Marv Fowler. 
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CATHERINE KENNEDY 

Moorecroft Camp Caretaker June 23, 1 971  - November 4, 1988 

" Mrs K." in her retirement years enjoying her orchard in Osoyoos 
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MOOJRECROFT LOGOS 

Top: 1 980's. Bottom: 1 980's-1990's . 
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MOORE CROFT LOGOS 

Top: 1 990's-2000's. Bottom: 2005. 
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MOORECROFT LOGOS 

Top: 2000's: Bottom: Entrance to Camp. 
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:MIOORECROFT CARDS 

Created by Margaret Adams 



MOORECROFT CARDS 

Created by Margaret Adams 



MOORECROFT CARDS 

Created by Margaret Adams 



MOORECROFT CARDS 

Created by Margaret Adams 
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CREDITS 

The following people have taken, and lor sent pictures to myself, or to Moorecroft Camp in the past, and 
the camp has kindly given permission to use them. 
Dorothy Atkinson, Pam Atkinson-Brown, Marion Corbett, Jean Dingsdale, Bev Falconer, Marv Fowler, 
Gwen Johnston, Ian Potts, Jim Scantland, Molly Stringer, and Kerri Talbot. A number of pictures have 
come from my own files. 
Margaret Adams, for permission to copy her photo cards. 
Myrtle Spencer for supplying the " Out West Oyster Chowder" recipe 
Parksville-Qualicum Beach News. 
Moorecroft Camp Society Board of Directors for extensive use of the Moorecroft files. 

lEND NOTlES 

There is so much more that could be included in a book about Moorecroft and this has been a most 
interesting experience for me, during which time I have learned much more about Moorecroft. Once again 
I would like to say what an inspiration the late Joe Wallace was to me, as were many other people on the 
Camp Committee when I first became involved on the committee in the 1990's. It was my privilege to 
work on the Visioning Committee with Rev. Oliver Howard during that time and I am grateful that he was 
able to contribute to the memories portion of this book before he passed away in February of this year. 

Many people talk about the wonderful friendships, and relationships that are formed at camp and I 
have appreciated so many of those myself It is wonderful to go to Presbytery wide events and see many 
of these people and especially to attend "Souper Supper" and see folks that we seldom see in between. 

Until we have been there, we have no idea the many hours of work that go into the administration of 
the camp as a volunteer and I cannot say enough about the dedicated people who volunteer in Board 
positions and as staff and volunteers in all the other positions at camp. They all deserve out full support. 

HAPPy CAMPING! 

Marilyn Huffman 






