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Funding Awarded for Wildfire Suppression Equipment in the Region 
The Regional District of Nanaimo (RDN) has been awarded a $119,545 Community Emergency 
Preparedness Fund grant from the Province of BC for the purchase of wildfire suppression equipment. 
This equipment will be a shared resource between Qualicum Beach Fire Rescue, Dashwood Volunteer Fire 
Department, Coombs-Hilliers Volunteer Fire Department and Nanoose Bay Volunteer Fire Department. 
Coordinated by the RDN on behalf of its regional partners, this grant enables the four fire departments to 
acquire a variety of wildfire suppression equipment including water pumps, fire hose, tools and personal 
protective equipment. 

With this funding, firefighters in the region will have the wildfire suppression equipment they need that 
is best suited to stop wildfires in our area. The new equipment will be similar to that used by the BC 
Wildfire Service, making it easier for local and provincial agencies to work together on large-scale 
wildfires.  

The wildfire suppression equipment will be kept in two strategic locations for the quickest emergency 
response in the event of a wildfire. The equipment will also be accessible for use by other fire departments 
from Lantzville to Deep Bay through existing mutual aid agreements.  

For information about Dashwood Volunteer Fire Department, Coombs-Hilliers Volunteer Fire Department 
and Nanoose Bay Volunteer Fire Department, visit rdn.bc.ca/fire-departments and for Qualicum Beach 
Fire Rescue, visit qbfirerescue.com. 

Quotes 

“The wildfire suppression equipment purchased with this grant will benefit the whole area by providing 
the equipment needed to mitigate wildland interface fires. This joint project is another example of the 
ability and commitment of our local fire rescue departments to work together collectively.”  
Peter Cornell, Fire Chief for Qualicum Beach Fire Rescue 
 
“The Dashwood Fire Department is proud to work with our regional partners on this amazing opportunity 
to strengthen our response to wildfires in our region. The added equipment will be a welcome addition 
to our region and allow us to better serve all our communities during a wildfire event.”  
Nick Acciavatti, Fire Chief for Dashwood Volunteer Fire Department 
 
“Coombs-Hilliers Volunteer Fire Department is proud to be part of this amazing endeavor. Working with the 
other local fire departments, this grant will allow us to enhance our interface wildfire response capabilities 
giving our residents the peace of mind that we will be there to help them in their time of need.”  
Ron Schildroth, Community Fire Chief, Coombs-Hilliers Volunteer Fire Department 

http://www.rdn.bc.ca/fire-departments
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.qbfirerescue.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBOsborn%40rdn.bc.ca%7Cd8a64161a0f647192e3408dc10640335%7Cddeb3d5e4c3646898b82eea50ada964e%7C0%7C0%7C638403268971330625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P51YTR%2BXcOpQbbW3RVSKdnp6bAQpYMyEtVW%2BmlnGcHs%3D&reserved=0


“Nanoose Bay Volunteer Fire Department is excited to be a part of this collaboration that will provide 
additional fire suppression equipment to our respective communities. The department looks forward to 
greater collaboration with our neighbours in the future.”  
Leo Groenewegen, Acting Community Fire Chief, Nanoose Bay Volunteer Fire Department 
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250-390-6502  
rtaylor@rdn.bc.ca 
 
Peter Cornell, ECFO         
Fire Chief       
Qualicum Beach Fire Department   
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firechief@qualicumbeach.com      
 
Nick Acciavatti 
Fire Chief 
Dashwood Volunteer Fire Department 
250-752-5434 
firechief@dashwoodvfd.com 
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